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'To Mapant Ts Moxvixk. z 


Inn fs to you, Madam, the follow- 
ing Letters, forming a ſequel to thoſe on Egypt. 
Deign to receive them with indulgence, and 
accept them as the offering of ' gratitude. 
They contain my. _ obſervations on thoſe parts 
of Greece which. I viſited in the courſe, of 


two 15 Acquainted as you are with hir. 
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tory, guided by a natural good taſte, and en- 


 lightened by the ſtudy of the fine arts, you 


prefer to all other countries that which had 
the glory of bringing thoſe arts to perfection. 
I am perfectly of your opinion: the country 


of Homer, of Socrates, and ſo many other 


great men, whom their virtues or talents 
have immortalized, has a claim to the love 


and veneration of all ages. The traveller of 


ſenſibility, led by the enthuſiaſm inſpired by 
thoſe places, once the theatre of ſo many me- 
morable events, will long continue to viſit 
them. But, alas! inſtead of a free, learned, 


and warlike people, he will find puſillanimous 


and ignorant ſlaves; inſtead of flouriſhing 
cities, he will meet with nothing but heaps of 
ruins, and ſcattered and mutilated marbles, 
inſtead of the famous monuments of ancient 
genius. Let if his reſearches be conducted by 
found ſenſe, if he be exempt from prejudice, 
and correct in his deſcriptions, even this con- 
traſt will ſupply intereſting objects and uſe- 
ful truths, You already have a glimpſe, Ma- 
dam, of one part of the ſcenes about to open 
to your view. The obſcurity, indeed, in 
which they are enveloped, does not permit 
you to diſcern their effects. Let us approach 
7 bs 
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them ſomewhat hearer, the darkneſs will dif 
appear; we ſhall ſee them as they have been 
| {ſketched by nature, for in her colours I ſhall 
endeavour to pourtray them, | 

I have the honour to be, 
with the utmoſt reſpect, 
Madam, | 
Your moſt humble 7 moſt 
obedient ſervant, 


DAVARY, 
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L E T T E R ll. 
To M. L. M. - 


— Sept. 1779. 


I AM . Madam, to leave the city of 
Alexandria, where I have paſſed four months, 
ſince my return from Cairo. My ſtay here 
has been exceedingly agreeable, thanks to the 


| kindneſs of M. Taitbout de Marigni, the 


French conſul, who invited me to his table, 


and ſhewed me every poſſible politeneſs. 1 
have employed my leiſure hours in examining 
this city, its harbours and environs, and in 


deſcribing them, as you have ſeen in my for- 


mer work. 


In conſequence of the war between Eng- 
land and France, the Mediterranean ſwarms 
with Engliſh privateers, and our regular 
trading veſſels no longer make their uſual 


voyages. I have therefore been obliged to 


wait for a neutral ſhip, and have agreed 
with a captain of Zante, an iſland belonging 
to the. a to _y me to Candia. 
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1 He is at this moment ready to fail, and 1 
W muſt haſten on board: Adieu, ye burning 


ſhores of Egypt! I lay aſide with pleaſure the 


1 | turban, the long robe, and the muſtachio, 
i thoſe neceſſary habiliments for every Euro- 


pean who is inclined to viſit theſe countries. 
Adiev, ye ſuperb monuments, on which I have 
ſo often gazed with admiration and aſtoniſh- 
ment! IJ rejoice that I have ſeen you; but 
wiſh not to behold you a ſecond time, till 


the country in which you rear your lofty 
heads ſhall be no longer under the dominion 
of a barbarous people. Adieu! ye ever ver- 


dant gardens of Roſetta and Damietta, and 
ye groves the ſoft retreats of voluptuous en- 
joyment ! How do your perfumes embalm the 
air! How delightful were the coolneſs of your 
charming ſhades, impenetrable to the ardour of 
a burning ſun, did not death await the raſh 
mortal who ſhall too thoughtleſsly dare to 
enter them. Such, Madam, were my re- 
flexions, while I caſt a parting glance on ob- 
jets by which I had been ſo deeply affected, 
as I followed the Zanthiot captain to the 
ſhip. The boat glided gently over che ſur- 
face of an unruffled ſea, and my reverie con- 
tinued till ſuddenly it ſtruck againſt the veſſel, 
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when the ſhock diffipated the illuſion, and I 
mounted the deck. 
We have weighed anchor. A favourable 


breeze ſwells our ſails, and wafts us from the 


ſhore. We have already paſſed the Diamond, 
a rock ſo called, ſituated at the extremity of 


the Ifle of Pharos, which, when the ſea is calm, 


rears its threatening head above the waters; 
but in ſtormy weather is entirely covered by 


the waves. Mariners muſt paſs round it to 


enter the harbour; but its ſituation is well 
known, and it is eaſily avoided. | 


At the diſtance we now are from Alexan- 


dria, that city appears, in perſpective, forming 
a ſemicircle on the ſhore. Part of the houſes, 
illuminated by the ſun, reflect a vivid light, 


and advance forward in the picture, while the 


reſt, enveloped in the ſhade, appear in the 


back- ground. Above them riſe the ſlender 
Minarets, which ſeem to loſe themſelves in the 


air. The principal object in this landicape is 


the pillar of Alexander Severus ®, which 


commands the whole city. This is the 


firſt thing diſcovered when we make the 


* Commonly called 8 s Pillar. See the author's 
Letters on Egypt. h | 
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| land; and the laſt we loſe ſight of when we 


leave it. Hail to the greateſt column hu- 


man power has ever erected | Still does this 
| teſtify to travellers, that the arts have once 


flouriſhed in this country, now the ſeat of 
ignorance and barbariſm. Adieu! magnifi- 
cent monument, which wert ſo often the ob- 
ject of my walks! Never could I be weary 
of contemplating the majeſty of thy ſhaft, 
and thy enormous capital. But while I ſpeak 
it leſſens inſenſibly, and now appears only a 
black ſpeck amid the vapours of the atmo- 
ſphere, Has Egypt then ſo ſoon raniſhed 
from my ſight ! 1 185 3 
It is not without regret, M that we 
quit a country in which we have paſſed ſe - 
veral years of our youth, in which we have 
beheld the wonders of antiquity, and pur- 
chaſed a few tranſient moments of happineſs 
by an infinity of fatigues and perils. A 
kind of melancholy takes poſſeſſion of the 
ſoul. The more livety our ſenſations have 
been the more difficulty do we find in de- 
taching ourſelves from the ſcenes which gave 
them birth. We are perpetually recalling the 
images of objects by which we have been 


Om” affected, and, recollecting them, feel 
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anew every paſſion they have inſpired. Not 
unfrequently do they excite tears, and we 
Feel an irreſiſtible charm, which we endeavour 
to prolong, till, fatigued with ſenſibility, it 
becomes neceſſary to give reſt to the mind by 
transferring. our attention to other objects. 

J ſhall continue, Madam, in the courſe of 
this work, to deſcribe, with all the exaQtneſs 
I am capable of, the places I may viſit ; nor 
ſhall I omit the reflections they may ſuggeſt, 
or my own feelings, in every ſituation. What 
can be more intereſting than the hiſtory of 

the human heart? And how can this be better 
written than by faithfully relating the im- 
preſſions made on us by each new TO 
and in every various ſituatien? 

= 7" 2h | have the honour to be, bee. 
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On board. | 


E iy, Main: the fineſt weather 
imaginable ; not a cloud obſcures the ſky, 
and a ſouth-eaſt wind wafts us directly to- 
ward the port to which our wiſhes tend. 
We have now entirely loſt ſight of land, 
and, as far as the eye can reach, only view the 
immenſe abyſs of the waters, and the vaſt ex- 
panſe of the heavens. How awful is this 
ſight! How does it inſpire the mind with 
great ideas ! How adventurous is man, who 
_ truſts his fortune and his life to this frail 
veſſel he has built, which a worm may pierce, 
or a ſingle blaſt daſh to pieces againſt a rock. 
Yet in this he braves the fury of the ocean! 
But how admirable is his ingenuity ! He com- 
mands the winds, enchains them in the can- 
vas, and forces them to conduct him where 
he pleaſes, He fails from one eng of the 
world to the other, and traverſes the immenſe 
OK: liquid 
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liquid plains, without any ſignals to direct 


him. He reads his courſe in the heavens. A 


needle, which wonderfully points perpetually 


to the Pole, and the obſervation of the ſtars, 

inform him where he is. A few lines and 
points mark out to him the iſlands, coaſts, 
and ſhoals, which his {kill enables him to ap- 
proach or avoid at pleaſure. Vet has he 
cauſe to tremble, notwithſtanding all his 


| ſcience and all his genius! The fire of the 


clouds is kindling over his head, and may 


_ conſume his dwelling. Unfathomable gulphs 


are yawning beneath his feet, and he is ſe- 


parated from them only by a fingle plank. . 


His confidence might make us imagine he 


. knew himſelf immortal; yet he muſt die 
die never to revive again! 


T have the n to be Kc. 
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On board. 


Is H AVE riſen ph the twilight, Madam, 


to contemplate at my leiſure the riſing of the 
ſun. This ſight, in the wide and ſhoreleſs 
ocean, is the moſt wonderful and glorious 
ſcene that nature offers to the eye of man. 
I ſhall endeavour to deſcribe it, if not with 


all the eloquence and grandeur of i imagery it 


deſerves, at leaſt, with as much OE as 
poſſible. 

The weather is 3 che air les: the 
freſhneſs of the morning delicious. A light, 
but favourable, breath of wind wafts us 


_ gently along, and nothing diſturbs the pro- 


found ſilence that reigns upon the waters. 


The few ftars which till ſparkle in the 


firmament are about to diſappear. Already 
the firſt rays of day pierce through the 
blueiſh vapour of the horizon ; while retreating 
night collects her fleeting ſhades in the welt. 
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The eaſt gradually colours, and ſtreaks the 


azure vault with purple. The ſcene varies 
every inſtant. Each object becomes more 
enlightened, and its colours more lively. What 
a ſcene at length opens! a thouſand golden 
rays, iſſuing from one common centre, di- 


vide themſelves in the air. The whole eaſt 


feems on fire, The ſun is about to appear; 


already I perceive his radiant diſk upon the 
Horizon, He appears to riſe from the centre of 


the waves, and ſeems to repoſe an inſtant on 
the liquid ſurface, as on a throne. How is 
the eye dazzled with his ſplendor, while he 


_ riſes majeſtically above the waters, which re- 


flect his image a thouſand and a thouſand 


times! Hail, glorious luminary, great ſource 


of light to the univerſe, all hail! Thy pre- 


ſence reanimates every living being, and dif- 


fuſes joy through every heart. Glory be to 
the hand that traced out ry pry through 
the heavens! | 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
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5 Fix IVE 8 have clapſed, Madam, ug 
our departure from Alexandria, and our veſſel 


has always gone before the wind. Had it 


blown a little ſtronger we ſhould not have 
been far from Candia; but it has continued 
ſo weak that we are hardly half way thither. 
I never ſaw the ſea more calm; we proceed 
as gently as if we were floating with the 
ſtream of a river. Nothing can be more 
agreeable than our voyage. Seated under a 
canopy Which ſhelters us from the heat of 
the ſun, and cooled by the refreſhing ze- 


phyrs, which play among the fails, we con- 


tinue to advance inſenſibly. Notwithſtanding 
our progreſs is ſo ſlow, if the ſame wind con- 


tinues all night, we ſhall to-morrow be within 


ſight of Rhodes, which is but a ſmall diſ- 


tance from Crete. 
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Till five in the morning we have enj joyed 
the moſt delightful weather; but the horizon 
in the weſt appears now gradually to overcaſt; 


vapours, at firſt light and ſcarcely perceptible, 


begin to extend, heap up, and thicken. Al- 


| ready they form a circle of dark clouds, which, 


like mountains, hide from us the laſt rays of 
the ſetting ſun. Is this the fore-runner of a 


| Norm? Our mariners are of that opinion. 
We ſhall ſoon ſee how far their prelages i are 
right. 
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„ To M. L. M. 


on board, 


Th 3 * che <ailors, Madam, were N 1 
not without foundation, the wind has changed. | 1 
The eaſtern gale no longer wafts us gently on 2 
our way. A torrent of air, burſting from the ' 35 
weſt, has driven us towards the burning coun- ; 
tries of Aſia, and oppoſes itſelf as a barrier to 

dur paſſage. In vain do we ſtruggle againft : 
its violence; we loſe on every tack, and re- | 
eede inſtead of advancing. Thick clouds ob- 9 
ſcure the face of the ſun, and the darkened | 
ocean is covered with foam. Roaring waves 
<ontinually laſh the ſides of the veſſel, and the 
' winds howl "horribly among the rigging. 
The over=ſtretched ſails break with violence 
from the yards, and the maſts bend and crack 
With the rolling of the veſſel, which, every 
bara ſeems _ pom into a thouſand 


AN the Ger are as notion ; he chin | 
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6 LEFT E 16 5 
is obliged to ſtrain his voice to give his orders. 
The helm is confided to the moſt experienced 

ſailor. Some attend the ropes, while others, 
elinging to the end of a yard, are taking in a 
ſail, and, balancing themſelves as the ſhip 
rolls, grapple a rope with their feet, and la- 
bour with their hands, at the riſk of being 
precipitated every moment into the ſea. 

For ſeven days, ſucceſſively, we have never 
ceaſed tacking; but in vain. We are con- 
tinually loſing way; and, ſhould this weather 
laſt, we ſhall make Cyprus, or the coaſt of 

Syria. I am now convinced our veſſel is but 

an indifferent ſailer, and the crew extremely 
ignorant. Our failors are Greeks, who know 
little of the working of a ſhip, and are flow 

in performing the little they do know. Never 
have they once been able to put the ſhip about 
with the head tothe wind, ſothat as often as they 

- change the tack we loſe more way than we have 

gained. Nor has the captain more knowledge ; 

he has not taken one obſervation of the latt- 


tude; nor has he on board either ſector or 
quadrant, with the uſe of which he is totally Ill | 
unacquainted. He is equally a ſtranger to the : ; 
uſe of ſea-charrs, or the method of PINS 
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genuine 3 ho Jos his way. 
in the day, by following the courſe of the 
ſun, and at night, by obſervation of the 

ſtars. / In cloudy weather, he ſteers as well 
as he can, by the compaſs, of which he 
knows not even the declination. I am almoſt 


'tempted to fancy him one of the pilots of the 


ancient Greeks, and to ſuppoſe that he was 
at the ſiege of Troy, and that one of the fa- 
bulous deities has reſtored him to life, to prove 
to us the truth of the everlaſting voyages 
- Homer's heroes. However that may 
„I do not think we ſhall very ſoon reach 
_— Song 
Our doubts are ended. we give up, at 


leaſt for the preſent, all hope of reaching Crete. 


Wearied with fruitleſs ſtruggles againſt oppoſing 
fortune, our captain has juſt turned his prow 
toward Aſia Minor. We are going, he tells 
us, to ſeek for ſhelter in ſome port, and when 
the weather is more favourable, we ſhall re- 


new our voyage. He does not know where 
we ſhall touch; but if he once makes land, 


he will do every thing in. his power not to 
loſe ſight of it again. Thus do the Greeks 
manage a ſhip. As for myſelf, I begin to re- 
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0 U R "acting, Madam, 8 ſuffered | no 
change. The wind keeps conſtantly i in the 
weſt, and has driven the clouds toward the 
frozen ſummits of Lebanon. The ſky, at 
length, clears up, and we are bearing down 
upon the land, which has been announced by 
the Gilors from, the maſt head. On deck, we 
could only diſcern ſomething reſembling acloud, 
which enlarged and extended itſelf as we ad- 
vanced. We now know it to be the continent 

of Aſia, and the certainty of this has diffuſed 
a general joy; but ſtill we are not free from 
anxiety. The captain having never taken any 
obſervation, knows nothing of our latitude, 
and cannot tell what land we are about to 
make, In the mean time, however, we. keep 
advancing toward it. | 

| Objects inſenſibly become more diſtin&, we 


L Fee mountains, hills, and a promontory, 
F Pick, 
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| which running out into the ſea, preſents a 


| barren ſhore and enormous rocks. Our ſailors 


aſſure us, the high land, that appears in the 
back ground, is the Iſland of Caſtel Roſſo; they 
aſſert we ſhall be at anchor there before night, 


and we are bearing down on it with a 1 


vourable wind. 
We approach the fare, which ſeems Jeſs 


titute of verdure; but in fac, the ſun is ſet- 


ting behind the mountains, and ſhines only 
upon their ſummits. The ſhade deſcends 
rapidly into the vallies, and the eye no 


longer diſtinguiſhes any thing but as through | 


a veil. We are now, thank Heaven, entering 


the harbour of Caſtel Roſſo, and about to 


anchor, at the foot of the rock « on which 
that ſmall town is built. ö 
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We. 115 now, "Milam, been —— 4 
at anchor in the port of Caſtel Roſſo, which 
time I have employed in viſiting the country, 
of which I can now lay before you an ac- 
curate account. But remember, that the 
truth here is hideous. The more faithful 
I am in my deſcriptions, the 1 more will you 
be ſhocked. * 

This iſland is ſituated i in the weſtern ] part of 
a a ſemi-circular bay, on the coaſt of Caramania, 
or the ancient Lycia. It is but half a league 
in circumference, and is only ſeparated from 
the continent by a narrow ftreight. . The coaſt 
is inacceſſible, except on the ſide of the har- 
bour, where there is a ſmall town, conſiſting 
of about one hundred houſes. It is built upon 
a rock, on the point of which is a ſmall 
Turkiſh fort, which ſerves to frighten away 


the, Corſairs. The ſpace it occupies is ex- 
„ tretnely 


47 1 r TEA 
tremely . both by che ſea, and a very 
ſteep mountain, above three hundred feet 
high, which has the appearance of a wall, 
from which huge maſſes of rock ſeem ready 
to fall upon the houſes, and precipitate them 
into the waves. I climbed it with difficulty, 
and found on its ſummit a plain, about a 
quarter of a league in circuit, uncultivated, and 


nearly covered with graſs, half burnt up. in 


the middle is a ſmall on, very wretched, 
and very ſolitary. _ 
From this eminence we Ander the Me- 
diterranean to the north and ſouth, while 
the reſt of the horizon is bounded by the 
lofty ſummits of Mount Taurus. When we 
deſcend into the town, we find ourſelves in 
a bottom environed by ſteep cliffs, which loſe 
themſelves in the clouds. Theſe are a circle 
of bare and hanging rocks; which, heated by 
the ſun, reflect a vivid light, injurious to the 
eyes. Never did verdure embelliſh theſe me- 
Hncholy ſhores; we only meet with a few 
bulbous plants, and thorny ſhrubs, which de- 
light in ſuch ſituations. Such is the pro- 
ſpect the inhabitants of Caſtel Roſſo have in- 
ceflantly before their eyes. It preſents the 
image of eternal eerility; ; nor do I believe 

the 


the whole ak affords. a more. deſolate and 
| horrid habitation. 


Lou - may imagine, Madam, hi ant 
the Greeks, who inhabit ſuch a place, muſt | 


be. They can neither ſow nor reap. The 
Hand produces neither vegetables, fruit, nor 


grain. Their plantations are confined'to about 


fifty feet of olive trees, and they have no 
cattle but goats, which climb among the rocks 
to find ſubſiſtence. ' To complete their miſery, 
there is only one ſpring in the iſland, and that 

is almoſt at the top of the hill ; from whence 
the women are obliged to fetch water. I 


have often ſeen them labouring up a ſteep path, 


cartying large pitchers on their ſhoulders, and 
returning heavily laden, at the riſk of being 
daſhed to pieces with their burthen. Such 
a place of abode is not to be envied. Accord- 


ingly, the handſomeſt houfe lets only at twelve 


livres (or half a guinea) a year; and the bride 
who receives for her portion. a foot of olive 


ground and a ſhe-goat, is eſteemed wealthy. 


Fortune ſeems to have intended to-recom- 
penſe the inhabitants of Caſtel Roſſo, by 
giving them indolent neighbours. In the time 

of harveſt, they paſs over into Caramania, and 
get in the corn for the Turks. They bring 
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back with them grain, wine, and various kinds 
of proviſions. Their ſituation has rendered 


them ſeamen, and they make voyages during 
three months of the year, and return in winter, 
to enjoy, with their families, the gains they 
have made. Moſt of them carry on a trade 
in wood, which they purchaſe at a low rate, 
and ſell high at Alexandria. For carrying 


this, they make uſe of decked boats, which 


do not ſtow much, but ſail very quick, and 
require little care. They likewiſe ſupply their 
wants by fiſhing ; and by theſe: various means 
obtain a ſubſiſtence. , 
Could you imagine it, Madam; on | this 
deſolate ſpot I found a native of Provence, 
who is ſettled here, and connected in buſineſs 
with a Greek; they live in the ſame houſe, 
and are partners in a veſſel. The former 
trades with the Turks, and purchaſes fire- 
wood, and timber for ſhip-building, in Cara- 
mania, which the other ſells in Egypt, from 
whence, in return, he brings various articles | 


vhich are uſeful here. They appear to ſubſiſt 


comfortably, and live in harmony together. 
The Frenchman conſiders himſelf as the agent 


of his nation, and renders his countrymen all 


mY „„ he 
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he receives from them ſome little preſents, I 


have every reaſon to be ſatisfied with his po- 
liteneſs. To do us honour he killed a ſheep, 


perhaps the only one in the iſland, and regaled 
us in the beſt manner he could, with Muſca- 


dine grapes, gathered on the Aſiatic ſhore. 
The oriental cuſtoms were obſerved in every 


thing. We eat upon the ground, ſeated 
| round the. diſhes, on the carpet, and; after- 
ward, all drank out of one large cup, the only 
one, doubtleſs, in the poſſeſſion of theſe 


partners. Next came coffee, and then pipes, 
of which we were obliged heartily to partake. 
I aſked our. hoſt many queſtions, and among 


the novelties I learnt from him, the following 
appeared worthy to be preſerved : 1 0 


In my nene through the mountains 
e of Caramania,” ſaid he, I found at the 


“foot of a tree, ſomewhat different from the 


«* mulberry, large balls or cones, of a white and 


* fine ſilk, much bigger than thoſe of the com- 


& mon ſilk-worm. On examining the leaves, I 


« diſcovered the inſeQs that produced them, 


« ſome of which were ſtill ſpinning. They 
«© were caterpillars of, a blackiſh colour, 
larger than ſilk- worms. I. brought away 


720 four of them, and ſent chem to the conſul 


cc at 
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i at Rhodes; but they cannot have been re- 

“ ceived, as I have never heard of them more.” 
Id repeatedly requeſted my hoft to conduct. 
me to the place where he had ſeen this ſpecies 
of ſilk-worm ; but he anſwered, that, war hav- 
ing broke out between the Turks of that pro- 
vince, it was impoſſible to go ſo far. He 
promiſed me, however, as ſoon as peace 
ſhould be reſtored, to ſend me ſome of them 
to Candia, with the leaves of the trees on 
which they feed. I relate theſe particulars, 
to induce travellers, who may hereafter viſit 
theſe countries, to endeavour to procure ſome 
of theſe valuable inſects. The trees which 
grow on the high grounds of Caramania would 
thrive well in France, and it would be an 
advantage to mankind in general, and a ſource | 
of riches to our on nation in particular, 
could we diſcover and e a new ſpecicy 
of worm which produces blk.” 
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. To M. th M. , 


Caſtel Roſſo, 


Wikies we remain at | Caſtel. Roſſo, 
Madam, I ' muſt not omit to mention ſome 
beautiful remains of antiquity "ſituated at a 
fmall diſtance. I cannot ſay whether they are 
known; but F have never read a SENS 
of them in any author. 

About half an hour's ſail to the eaſt of e 
harbour of Caſtel Roſſo, is a creek on the Afiatic 
coaſt, ſituated in the wideſt part of the bay, and 
near a league in length. Itaffords a commodious 
harbour, where veſſels are ſecure from ſtorms... 
The firſt object thar ſtrikes the eye on ap- 
proaching the land, is a vaſt amphitheatre 
built with beautiful ſtones, and of a circular 
form. It is about ſeventy feet high, and has 
eighty rows of ſeats, raiſed one above the other. 
At the fifth row from the top, you remark at 
each of the extremities of the ſemi-cifcle, a 
part — by a baluſtrade, in which, 
55 | CO 
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doubtleſs, were the places 3 for the 
principal perſonages of the country. This 
immenſe amphitheatre might contain the in- 
habitants of a large city, and ſerve for public 
exhibitions given on land, or, poſſibly, on the 
ſea. It is built with ſuch ſolidity as to be proof 

againſt the ravages of time; at leaſt it has 
hitherto ſuffered but little from its injuries. 
The arena alone has been waſted by the ſea, 
which ſeems to have gained upon the land. 
Beyond this amphitheatre are a great variety 
of ruins. The moſt remarkable are diſpoſed 
around a vaſt vacant ſpace, and we eſpecially 


_ diſtinguiſh the ſuperb remains of a ſpacious 


building. Huge columns overthrown, others 
ſtill erect, thick walls half demoliſhed, highly 


_ finiſhed capitals, and broken cornices, announce 


| chamber, cut in the rock, have ſteps in pore | 


the ruins of a temple; for the ancients diſplayed 


all their magnificence in the edifices conſe- 


crated to the gods, At the foot of the rocks 
which ſurround the town, our admiration is 
attracted by tombs in perfect preſervation, 
ſome of which are ſurrounded with columns 
ſupporting a dome of great ſolidity. Others 
are merely Sarcophagi hewn out of the ſtone. 
Several of them conſiſting of a ſepulchral 


by 


0 N 0 n E O E. v9 
by which we aſcend to a periſtile ſupported by 


columns. Avarice, which tramples under 
foot the moſt ſacred laws, has violated theſe 


reſpectable manſions of the dead, by foreing 


_— hon Reute en, 'defeciled the en- 


n eiten 1 the deplorable condition 


of this ancient and once flouriſhing city. 
The harbour deſtitute of ſhips, that magni- 


ficent amphitheatre without ſpectators, thoſe 
piles of ruins, thoſe tombs, deſpoiled even of 
the bodies they contained, inſpire the tra- 


veller with melancholy reflections. Has the 


fury of a conqueror deſtroyed this city? Has 
it ſunk under the ravages of time? or have 


man nd he elements "0 n its 

L em inchned to believe the e dreadful earth- 
aaa, which happened under the monarchs 
of the lower empire, have ſwallowed up the 
lower part of this town. The ruins we find 
on the edge of the ſhore, and even in the 
water, certainly favour this opinion. Another 


Proof is, that, in the maritime towns, as we 
may obſerve at Telmiſſus on the ſame coaſt; 
eatres were at ſome diſtance from 

the ſea, and ſituated on ſuch high ground as 


the amphitheatre 
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3 b 1 gem its waters. At. preſent; 
when the ſea. is agitated, the waves enter that 


I have been deſcribing, beat againſt the walls, 


and ruin the arena. The tr 


adition: of the 
country, too, is, that half of this city was {wal- 
lowed up by an earthquake, I have not been 


able to learn the date of this cataſtrophe, but 


the: fact appears indubitable. 1 0 


The ſight of the ruins of a city, while: 4 
aflicts us with melancholy ſenſations, only 
ſtimulates our curioſity the more to diſcover | ts 


ancient name, and what it was in former 


times. Let us endeavour to inveſtigate theſe, 
and take Strabo, one of the moſt accurate 
of ancient geographers, for our guide. After 


deſcribing the weſtern part of Lycia, he adds, 
* Aſcending the river Xanthus for the 


* ſpace of ten furlongs, we arrive at the 


40 temple of Latona, and, ſixty furlongs above, 
« the city of Xanthus, one of the. largeſt of 
« all. Lycia. Beyond this is Patara, a con- 

« :{iderable city, Which has a harbour and 
« ſeveral temples. It was founded by Patarus, 


- "4 and enlarged by Ptolemy Philadelphus, who 


« called it Arſinoë of Lycia, in honour of his 
« queen. Farther on ilands the city of Myra, 
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ec at th mouths of the river Limyrus, and 


« the city-of Limyra, a PR en en 
« the ſea-ſhore (a).“ IT 
Let us now examine the FORE 906 tha 


finds places in Pomponius Mela. This au- 


thor' ARS in his Se from eaft to 
welt. 
« Beyond 8 Find by Mount 


0 « Taurus; we find the river Limyra, with 
a city of the ſame name. This diſtrict con- 


& tains: ſeveral towns, of which none are of 
% any importance except Patara. The latter 
4 ig famous for its temple of Apollo, which 


“ formerly was as much celebrated for its 


& riches and the reſpect paid to its oràcles, as 
& that of Delphos. Beyond is the river 


FKanthus, with a city of the ſame name (þ).” 
Both theſe geographers, you perceive, 


Madam, place Patara between: the mouths: of 


the Xanthus and Limyra, and in all that 


ſpace, mention no other city with a harbour; 
it ſeems highly probable, therefore, that -the 


ruins in queſtion are thoſe of Patara, ſince they 


are ſituated between theſe two rien and o on 


a harbour. 
(a) Strabo, lib. xiv. 
(5) Pomponius Mela, lib. i. 
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This may be further corroborated From 
kiſtory. Livy gives the following account of 
an expedition undertaken by the Romans 
againſt Patara: © Caius Livius, arriving at 
Rhodes, delared to the citizens the ſubject 
* of his miſſion. Having obtained their 
c unanimous ſuffrages in his favour, he added 
three gallies with four benches of rowers to 
« his fleet, and made fail for Patara. At 
:” « firſt a favourable wind bore them thither 
« with rapidity, and the Romans hoped the 
& terror inſpired by their ſudden appear- 
* ance would favour their defign. The 
« wind, however, ſoon changed, and the ſea 
© became tempeſtuous, yet, by dint of rowing, 
& they at length gained the land; but as they 
« could find no ſhelter near the city, and the 
& violence of the ſtorm hindered them from 
* keeping their ſtation before an enemy's port, | 
„ eſpecially as night approached, they paſſed | 
& jt and took refuge in the harbour of Phœ- p 
& nicus, not quite two thouſand paces (c) dif- 
& tant from Patara (d).“ 


of 0) Two thouſand Roman paces make about threg 
quarters of a league. | 1 
(4) Liv. lib, xxxvii, cap. 16. | 


The 
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The harbour of Phœnicus can be no other 
than Caſtel Roſſo. The diſtance from that 
iſland, to the ruins I have been deſcribing, cor- 


reſponds exactly with the two thouſand mrs 
aſſigned by the Roman hiſtorian as the diſ- 


tance from Patara to Pheœnicus. Beſides, 


there are poſitively no other harbours but theſe 
two in this whole bay. To which we may 
add, that Stephen of Byzantium places, on 
the coaſt of Lycia, an ifland called Phœnice, 
which is, no doubt, the ſame with the Phoe- 
nicus of Livy (e). n 

Theſe authorities united, I imagine, are ſuf- 
ficient to remove all doubt. D'Anville, in 
his map of ancient Aſia, does not ſeem to have 
been perfectly acquainted with the ſituation of 
Patara, which he places a little too far to the 
weſt, He has alſo omitted entirely the iſland 


of Caſtel Roſſo, but this was, probably, becauſe' | 
it is ſo little, as he has laid down this whole 


coaſt on a very ſmall ſcale. 
This city was founded by Patarus, ſon of 
(e) Phœnice is a town of Crete; we find alſo an iſland 
of that name on the coaſt of Lycia. Stephanus Ds: 
tinus de Urbibus. | 
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Apollo (7); it is not extraordinary, therefore, 
that the inhabitants ſhould have erected to that 
god the famous temple, mentioned by Pam- 
ponius Mela, of which we till diſcover the 
ruins. Apollo there delivered oracles for fix 
months in the year, and the other ſix at 
Delos (g). 

Permit me, Madam, before I conclude this 


letter, to lay before you a light ſketch of an- 


cient Lycia and its inhabitants, copied from 
Strabo (5). Lycia was formerly a flouriſhing 
republic, conſiſting of thirty-three cities, that 


| had all a right to vote in the national aſſem- 
blies. The largeſt, among which was Patara, 
had three ſuffrages ; thoſe of the ſecond order 


two, and the ſmalleſt one. In theſe aſſem- 
blies, the people elected their magiſtrates, and 
the Lyciarch, or chief of Lycia. Taxes were 
here equitably impoſed, and the public em- 


ployments conferred on thoſe who would 


diſcharge them honourably. 


( 7 Patara is a city of Lycia: It received its name from 
Patarus, ſon of Apollo; Lycia was the name of the 
daughter of Xanthus. Stephan. Byzant, Hence the 
epithet Patareus is given to . by ade lib. Iii. 
Od. 4. 

(g) Servius, in ZEneid. lib, iv. 
: (4) Strabo, lib. xiv. L 


The 
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The wiſe government of the Lycians m main- 


tained a rigid morality; and, notwithſtanding 


the bad example of their velghborirs, they 


never abandoned themſelves to piracy, nor 
permitted any diſhonourable traffic. Victory 


could not corrupt them. After repeated ſuc- 
ceſſes, which rendered them maſters of the ſea, 
from Aſia Minor to Italy, they ſtill retained 
their moderation, and the ſimplicity of their 
ancient manners. When the Romans, whoſe 
arms nothing could reſiſt, conquered theſe 
countries, they were ſo ſtruck with the wiſ⸗ 
dom of this republic, that they left them in the 
enjoyment of their liberty and laws. The 
only privilege of which they deprived them 
was, the right of determining on peace or 


war, in their national aſſemblies, without the 


conſent of Rome. 
What cannot liberty, morals, and a wite | 
government effect for the happineſs of man- 
kind! Lycia, which formerly poſſeſſed theſe 
invaluable advantages, became happy and 
powerful. Her navy gave laws to the greater 
part of tie Mediterranean. The ruins of Pa- 
tara are a proof of the flouriſhing ſtate of the 
arts in that city. Three and thirty cities in a 
{mall province ſufficiently ' demonſtrate its 
great population, What a difference do we 
| "04 | find 
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find at 1 Deſpotiſm, like a. ets - 
fire, has paſſed over this rich country, and. its 
cities are changed into wretched villages ; its 
inhabitants have diſappeared, and the earth 
denies. her fruits. The Greeks, who might 
increaſe and multiply, and inſure plenty, by 


applying themſelves to agriculture, prefer theſe 
ſcarcely habitable rocks to ſubjeQion under the 


rapacious tyrants delegated by the Porte to be | 


their governors. Were the rulers. of nations 


but to attend to theſe great examples which. 
hiſtory preſents; would they but deign to re- 
fleck on the effects of a juſt and. wiſe govern- 
ment, and labour to eſtabliſh, it in their : 
ſtates, how powerfully, how gloriouſly might, 
they reign, and how might they bleſs their 
ſubjects with ſecurity and felicity! — 
L have the honour to be, Ne. 73. 
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L E T Y ER X. 
To M. L. M. 


From on board. 


O UR hos has been weighed, Madam, 


{ſince day-break. The wind ſettled in the 


north promiſes us a good paſlage, at leaſt as 
far as Rhodes. I muft own I quit Caſtel 


Roſſo without regret: The ſtate of humiliation 
in which the Greeks live in the Ottoman em- 
pire, and the oppreſſions they ſuffer, can alone 
reconcile them to inhabit ſuch a barren rock, 
where not one of the neceſſaries of life is 
to be found; where the horizon is bounded on 
every {ide by tremendous cliffs, and where 


they can only view that part of the glorious 
face of heaven which is directly over their 


heads. Yet do theſe unfortunate beings, at- 
tached to their priſon, drag on a miſerable 
life, without ever thinking to ſearch elſewhere 
for a more agreeable habitation ; ſo deeply is 
the love of his country engraven c on the heart 
of man! _ . 
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SETTER. 

We have opened out the narrow ſtraight 
that ſeparates the iſland from the continent, 
and are coaſting along the ſhore at the diſ- 
tance of two leagues. Our captain is de- 


termined not to riſk himſelf a ſecond time in 


the open ſea: he likes to ſee the land. This 
voyage would be more amuſing, did the coaſt 
preſent us with habitations, foreſts, and plea- 
ſing landſcapes. But it is entirely deſert; not 
a ſingle village is to be diſcovered; the ſun 


has burnt up the little verdure to be ſeen in 


the ſpring, and the eye can diſcern nothing 
but piles of rocks, againſt which the waves 
perpetually daſh with a horrid noiſe. The 
diſtant horizon is terminated by the ſummits 
of lofty mountains, which, ſtripped of their 
antient pines, appear wholly without orna- 
ment. The ſhades, the Lycian groves, for- 
merly the delight of the Patarean Apollo (i), 
have vaniſhed, Be not ſurpriſed at this, Ma- 
dam ; the Turks are continually felling the 


| woods of theſe countries, either for their own 


(1) Qui Lyciz tenet 
Dumeta, natalemque ſylvam 
Delius, 5 Pataræus Apollo. 
Hon. lib. lit, Od, 4. 


uſe, 
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uſe, or the profit they can make of them, and 
never plant a ſingle tre. | 

All our canvas is ſpread, and the veſſel 
rapidly cleaves the boſom of the waves, which 
whiten under its prow. We ardently wiſh to 
reach Rhodes to procure ſome refreſhments, 
for our captain, accuſtomed to live, like his | 
crew, on cheeſe, ſalt fiſh, dried figs, and a ſort 
of biſcuit made in Egypt, which is extremely 
hard, had only laid in freſh proviſions for 
ten or twelve days, and we have now been 
ſeventeen at ſea. The ancient Phœnice could 

furniſh us with nothing, and. we begin to 
_ ſuffer from famine, as if we were returning 
from a voyage round the world. We have 
nothing left but a little water, and black bread 
as hard as ſtone ; but the ſight of Rhodes, the 
mountains of which we diſcover, conſoles us. 
If the wind holds, we ſhall anchor there to- 
morrow morning, and find relief from all our 
preſſing neceſſities. 

A new ſcene now preſents itſelf to view! an 
innumerable multitude of ſwans and cranes are 
failing cn the waters, ranged in files, like ſol- 
diers in order of battle. Each of theſe files 
is upwards of a quarter of a league in length, 
and we e have counted thirty of them, all ſwim- 
D-4 +: ming 
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ming in a ſimilar direction. The head of 
this army terminates in a point, and reſembles 
the prow of a ſhip, They all keep their poſts, 
notwithſtanding the motion of the waves, 
with which they alternately riſe and fall; 
their plumage, which is of a dazzling white, 
forms an admirable contraſt with the tranſ- 
parent greenneſs of the waters, Farther on, 
we diſcern another troop, diſpoſed in the 
ſame manner; and all have their heads turned 
towards Africa, to which they ſteer in con- 
Theſe birds, at the approach of winter, fly 
the ſnows and ice of the north, to ſeek 
a milder climate. They firſt arrive at the 
Black Sea, where they remain for a time, and 
when the cold begins to increaſe too much 
there, again take their departure with a 
northerly wind, traverſe Aſia Minor, and reſt 
a while on the ſhores of the Mediterranean, 
They afterward paſs this ſea, partly by ſwim- 
ming, and partly by flying. In this manner 
they reach the coaſts of Africa, and eſpecially 
Egypt, where the great lakes of Menzala 
and Burlos furniſh them abundant food. There 
they remain all the winter ; but the ſtorks, 
which appear to be fond of a ſtill warmer eli- 
1 N mate, 
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mate, quit theſe lakes in Novembgr, proceed 


towards the Said, and end their journey at the 


lake Mceris, and the canal of Joſeph. They 
free the country from innumerable frogs, 
inſets, and reptiles, which abound in the 
marſhes, Such is the regular progreſs of theſe 
birds, But hark ! they are in full cry, their 
leaders have given the ſignal, and the winged 
navigators, riſe in the air, and fly altogether, 
directing their courſe toward the ſouth. To 
cleave this element alſo, with more facility, | 
they range themſelves in the form of a triangle, 
the vertex of which is a very acute angle. 
What wiſdom is diſplayed in the actions of 
creatures which to us ſeem deſtitute of reaſon! 
Fortunate, perhaps, in not poſſeſſing that li- 
berty ſo frequently abuſed by man; they do 
not counteract the views of nature, and en- 


joy, without alloy, that portion of happineſs | 


aſſigned them by the Creator. | 
The iſle of Rhodes is now in full view, and 
preſents a range of hills reſembling an amphi- 


theatre, and terminated by a lofty mountain. 


We are going as near the wind as poſſible, and 
with a crowd of fail, to gain the harbour. 
But we ſhall not reach it before night. A* 
ready the ſun is ſetting behind the mountains 


3 


bn LCL TERRY 
which hide him from us, while his radiant | 
beams -ſtill ſtreak the clouds with gold and 


purple! How vivid are their colours! Some 
of them concentering thouſands of his rays, 


again reflect them, and reſemble globes of 


fire floating through the air. Others, the 
lower parts of which are entirely dark, aſſume 
the appearance of duſky mountains of various 
forms, and emit, from their luminous points, 
the flaſh of the ruby, or the fire of the topaz ; 
ſome opening in the centre, and edged with 
the brighteſt and livelieſt colours, exhibit the 
azure of the ſky ſet in gold. Others diver- 
ſified with ſattiny ſtripes, are ſlightly bounded 
with a yellowiſh border. How admirable, 
how magnificent, is this ſcene ! What a ſublime 
idea does it give of Him who ſaid, Let there 
be light, and there was light | Night has thrown 
her dark veil over this glorious picture, yet 
the eye remains ſtill fixed on the heavens, 
and the foul ftill feels deeply penetrated with 
ſentiments of admiration and gratitude. How 
great are the works of the Creator! and how 
feeble the conceptions of man! 
I have the honour to be, Kc. 
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'LETTER X06 
To M. L. M. 


W E flattered ourſelves too ſoon, Madam, 


that we ſhould have been able yeſterday to 


enter Rhodes ; but this was to rely too much 


on the conſtancy of the wind, which changed 


ſuddenly in the night, and obliged us to con- 
tinue tacking before the iſland, We have 


been very near it, and its groves, deliciouſly 


verdant, ſeemed to invite us to take ſhelter in 
their ſhades. The town, whoſe lofty towers 
we could diſtinctly diſcern, appeared to offer 
us the proviſions of which we flood ſo much 
in need, and every thing contributed toheighten 
our deſires; but, like Tantalus, we were only 
permitted to gratify our eyes. The weſterly 
wind, which has ſo often proved contrary, 
has once more deceived our expectations, and 


after tacking for a whole day and night, our 
captain, who never ſtruggles obſtinately 


againſt fortune, has a ſecond time ſteered for 
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the coaſt of Aſia, and taken refuge in the 
gulph of Macri, in wiich we have this morn- 
ing caſt anchor. 

The gulph of Macri, or, as it was formerly- 
called, Glaucus, runs about ſix miles into the 
land, between two very high ſhores, which 
bound it to the eaſt and weſt. It gradually be- 
comes narrower, and terminates in a beautiful 
valley, at the entrance of which ſtands a ſmall | 
village inhabited by Greeks. We loſt no time 
in getting aſhore, in order to procure refreſh- 
ments; but, unfortunately, a Turkiſh cara- 
velle, which lay there at anchor, had car- 
ried off every thing. We have not found 
ſo much as a ſingle morſel of bread. They 
have promiſed to bake us ſome ; and we hope 
to breakfaſt this gas, with a very hearty 
appetite. 

In the mean time, I have been to examine 


tze valley, and the remains of antiquity it 


contains. Whilſt I was purſuing the winding 
of a rivulet that waters it, known formerly 
by the name of the river Glaucus, I diſ- 
covered, on its banks, a very larfe fig-tree, 
loaded with fruit. Several wine ſhoots, which 
grew at its root, held it in cloſe embrace, and 
1 that green branches with its foliage, 

5 
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through which might be ſeen cluſters of purple 
grapes, and figs beginning to turn yellow. 
With what delight my eye dwelt upon this 
beautiful tree! and how did I bleſs my good 
fortune, which had conducted me to this 
ſpot! I inſtantly. flew to ſeize the prize. How: 
excellent a regale are figs and grapes, when T 
for four-and-twenty hours you have had no. f 
other ſuſtenance than a morſel of black bread _ | 
as hard as, flone, and only brandy to 1 
quench your thirſt! Never did I make ſo de- = 
licious a repaſt. The fruits were of an ex- '1 
quiſite flavour; I thought I never could be 
ſatisfied. As ſoon as my hunger was appeaſed, 

I recolleted the rill which bathed the foot of 
my benefactor, and took a moſt reviving” | - nl 
draught; The pure and limpid water ap- 1 
peared far preferable to the fineſt flavoured * 
wines. This adventure naturally led me to 
reflect on the many wretched beings who are . 
periſhing with want, whilſt others are revelling 
in abundance. Ah! let thoſe who read this 
feel compaſſion when poverty, with down- 
caſt. eyes, and pallid countenance, ſhall ſay 
to them in a faltering voice, I am hungry : — 
for hunger is indeed a moſt cruel torture. 
Telmiſſus was. built at the foot of a hill, 


which 
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which bounds the valley to the eaſt (H). The 
ancients, who agree in the ſituation of this 
town, make it a dependency, according to 
ſome of Caria, and to others of Lycia; doubt- 
leſs, from its being on the boundaries of both 
theſe provinces. But this queſtion may, per- 
haps, be beſt determined by referring to the : 
accurate Strabo ( * 
* Beyond mount Dædalus, which 1 is in 
= Lycia, we find in the ſame province the 
4 ſmall town of Telmiſſus, with a pro- 
«© montory of the ſame name, near which is 
* a harbour. We next arrive at mount Cra- 
<« ous, remarkable for i its eight ſummits, and 

e which has given birth to the fable of the 
* Chimera. At the foot of this mountain 
< we perceive a ſteep hill rifing from the ſea, 
ſtill known by the name of Chimera.” This 
Hill , according to Pliny (. caſts forth flames 
during 


(#) Thelmeſſus is a town of Caria. Cicero de Divina- 
tione, lib. i. Stephen of Byzantium, de Urbibus, ſays, Tel- 
miſſus is a town of Caria ; but Philo and Strabo place it 
in Lycia. In fact, it is near Mount Dedalus, and is on the 
boundaries of each of thoſe provinces. Telmiſſus termi- | 
| nates Lycia on the weſt, Pomponius Mela. 

(7) Strabo, lib. xiv. 

(m) Mons — noctibus flagrans. Fin. ä 
Cap. 27. | Mount 

p 7 | | 


FF 4 
during the night ; and hence the oright of the 
fable. | 
Tielmiſſus was not a very conſiderable town, 
Strabo does not reckon it among thoſe which 
had the right of giving three ſuffrages in the 
national aſſemblies. But it was renowned for 
its ſoothſayers. Here, ſays Cicero, the ſcience 
of augury eſpecially flouriſhed (2). Its port is 
ſheltered from every wind, being defended 
to the weſt by mount Dædalus, to the eaſt 
by the promontory of Telmiſſus, to the north 
by high hills, which form the baſis of mount 
Cragus, and to the ſouth by ſmall iſlands, 
which, lying acroſs the gulph, break the vio- 
lence of the waves. Even at preſent, veſſels 
which meet with ſtorms may anchor there 
with ſafety. This advantage, the moſt im- 
portant of -any for maritime towns, rendered 
commerce and the arts flouriſhing at Telmiſſus, 
as is ſufficiently proved by the beautiful theatre 
we ſtill admire. It is built fronting the har- 
bour, within the hill, which overtops it on 
the eaſt ; it is of a ſemi- circular * and * | 


— 


; Mount 8 ſituated in Lycia, throws out flames 
during the night. | | 
(* Cicero de Divinatione libs i. 
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twenty-four rows of ſeats. Vou enter tlie 
arena by three gates, of very ſimple archi. 
tecture. The right fide of it, which is built 
againſt the hill, is thrown down, and the ſeats, 
difplaced, are piled up without order; but the 
reſt js in tolerable preſervation. This theatre 
is much leſs than that of Patara, is neither ſo 
large nor ſo magnificent, nor has it been ſo 
well able to reſiſt the ravages of time. We 
cannot doubt but theſe edifices were pro- 
| 7 portioned to the extent, and power of the 
cities by which they were built. I ſaw the, 
name of Monſieur de Choiſeut Gouffier in- 
ſcribed on the ftones of the theatre of Tel-/ 
miſſus, which he had cauſed to be 8 
with care. 5 
At a little Ute wels ing rounu the 
| fime Hill toward the north, we meet with a 
great number of tombs hewn out of the 
rock. They are in the ſame ſtyle with thoſe” 
of Patara, but not fo magnificent. The moſt 
remarkable have a periftile, ſupported by 
columns in front. But the thirſt of gold has 
not ſpared theſe any more than the others; 
they have almoſt all been violated; The 
ſtones which cloſed them, and the bodies they 


contained, have been carried. away, a great 
number 


* 


number ef 1 are _ ample 1 


eut in the ſtone. Beyond, we find the ruins 


of a caſtle, which ſerved: perhaps as a citadel 
to Telmiſſus (o); nothing more is left of this 


ancient town. Moſs and briars almoſt en- 


tirely cover its mauſolea. I remarked in the 
environs young plane trees, and tufts of 
myrtle, which ſomewhat conſoled me for the 
ſad ſcene I had before my eyes. 
Fatigued by climbing up rocks during a 
great part of the day, and ſcorched by the 
heat of the ſun, I returned to the banks of the 
charming rivulet, and the foot of my be- 
loved ſig-tree. I there found a refreſhing 
ſhade, delicious fruits, and the comforts of 


repoſe. Nothing diſturbs the tranquillity of 


this delightful ſpot. No noiſe of carriages, 
no tumult, not even the ſound of a human 
voice. Every thing here is peaceful and 
ſilent. Scarcely does the zephyr agitate the 


foliage, or bend the fragile reed. High moun- 


tains ſeem to ſeparate this aſylum of peace 
and ſilenee from the reſt of the world. Ip 


8 The reader may ſee theſe ancient monuments deli- 
neated, with great minuteneſs and accuracy, in the Voyage 


Pittoreſque de la Grice of Monſieur de Choiſeul Gouffier. 
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under the Ottoman empire. 


* LETTERS 
The ſun continues to enlighten this nn 


ful valley as in the ages of antiquity. Still 


is it warmed with the creative beams of that 


glorious luminary, and the prolific earth ſtill 
produces in abundance vigorous plants, tufted 


thickets, and herbage maintained in conſtant 


verdure by refreſhing ſtreams. But the hand 


of man is wanting to aid the wild efforts of 
nature. Thorns ſpring up inſtead of uſeful 


trees, and ruſhes now cover large tracts of 


land, which formerly were productive of 


golden harveſts. Were art ty beſtow ever ſo 
little cultivation on theſe fields, they would 
Toon be adorned with groves of myrtle, 


oranges and pomegranates, and all the trea- 


ſures of Ceres and Pomona, e 
The Greeks, who inhabit this valley, leave 


it entirely waſte; not a cultivated acre is to 


be found. Diſpirited and dejected as they are, 


what could they undertake ? Should they ſow, 
or plant, they would be deemed rich, and the 
Aga would come to ſeize on their property. 

The cultivator bedews the earth. with his 

ſweat only to reap the fruits of his labour. 
Deprive him of that hope, he labours no 
more; and this is the ſtate of the rocky 


Such 
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Such were my reflexions while ſeated near 
the ruins of Telmiſſus, as my eye wandered 
over the various objects which preſented them- 
ſelves to my view, when the coolneſs of the 
evening, and the approaching darkneſs, ap- 
priſed me that it was time to quit this agree- 
able retreat. I bade adieu to the ſtream 
which had quenched my thirſt, to the fig- tree 
which had refreſhed me, and haſtened, once 
more, on board, to Join my CPs who 
* me | 


1 have the honour to be, &e. 
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To M. L. M. 


Rhodes. 


F ORTUNE, Madam, has end us 


to the laſt. We were on the point of en- 
tering the harbour of Rhodes, when a violent 
gale of wind drove the veſſel out to ſea, and 
it was with the utmoſt difficulty we regained 
the land. At length we have caſt anchor in 
a ſmall bay, a league to the ſouthward of the 
town (5). Immediately after my landing I 
went to viſit M. Potonier, the French con- 
| ful, who received me very politely, and ac- 
commodated me with apartments in his houſe. 
From thence, that is, from Neocorio (9) I 


e) This bay, which ſeems to have been taken from 
the ccaft, is probably the harbour which Demetrius 
dug during the>ſiege of Rhodes, to ſhelter his ſhips 
from ſtorms, and the attacks of the enemy. It lies to 
the ſouthward of the town, preciſely at the diſtance aſ- 
figned 80 Diodorus Siculus. ; 

) A village near * where the French conſul 
ſhall 
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| ſhall write to you, and give adeſcription of an- 
cient Rhodęs, the moſt eaſtern and moſt beau- 
tiful of the Cyclades, I ſhall afterward lay be- 
fore you a view of its preſent ſtate, that you 
may be able to compare what it is with what 
it was, and form a juſt idea of the iſland. 
Permit me then, Madam, to go back into 
antiquity, and briefly preſent to you the 
principal outline of its hiſtory. Thoſe re- 
mote periods, in which imitative man en- 
graved images and ſymbols, to preſerve the 
memory of events, are the reign of fable; 
but remember that truth is almoſt always con- 
cealed under the veil of allegory. | 
Several ancient authors aſſert that Rhodes 
was formerly covered by the ſea, and that it 
raiſed its humid head above the waters, and be- 
came an iſland; but they do not fix the time of 
this event, which is loſt in the obſcurity of 
ages; - tradition, however, has preſerved the 
memory of the fact, and the graveſt writers of 
antiquity. have admitted it as certain. Delos . 
and ae ſays AP (7), thoſe celebrated 
pr, 


(. Pliny, lib. ii. c. e. 87. This author mentions ſeveral 
other iſlands in the Mediterranean as having had the 
| wy origin. Such as Anaphe and Nea, between Lemnos 
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Mads aroſe out of the ſea. 80 many other 
authorities atteſt the ſame fact, that it cannot 


reaſonably be doubted. Philo (5) attributes this 


event to the diminution of the waters of the 
| ſea; and were this opinion well founded, moſt 
of the iſlands of the Archipelago, | being 


lower than Rhodes, muſt have had the ſame 
origin. But we find nothing like this in hiſ- 
tory. It is much more natural to imagine 
that volcanic fires, ſuch as, in the fourth year 
of the hundred and thirty- fifth olympiad, 
threw up from the abyſſes of the ocean 


Theraſia and Thera, the modern Santorin, 


and which, even in our time, have raiſed 


and the Helleſpont, and in Ine 4th year of the 135th 


e egg Theraſia, and Thera, now called Santorin. 


Pindar, Oly. Ode vii. Ancient Annals atteſt, that at the 


time when Jupiter and the immortals divided the earth, 


Rhodes had not yet appeared in the midſt of the ſea, but 


was ſtill concealed in the profound abyſſes of the ocean, 
Ariſtides in Rhodiaca, Ammianus, lib. xvii. ſay likewiſe, 
that Rhodes was formerly covered by the waters of the 


(s) Philo, de Mundo. The ſea, ſays this writer, has cer- 
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tainly diminiſhed, as is proved by Rhodes and Delos, for 


they were formerly covered with the waters of the ſea. 


After many ages, the waters having gradually ſunk, theſe 


two celebrated iſlands aroſe above their ſurface. 1 
: above 


om 
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above the waters ſeveral little iſlands near 


them, gave birth, in the remote ages of an- 
tiquity, to Rhodes and Delos (7). 


The firſt inhabitants of the iſland were the 


Telchines, called in fable Children of the 
Sea (u). Strabo (x) ſays they came from Crete, 
and that they were believed to be magicians, 
on account of their extenſive knowledge. 
They were the firſt who taught the uſe of 
iron and braſs, and made a ſcythe for Sa- 
turn. | 
HFelius, or the ſun, enamoured with a nymph 
called Rhodes, gave the name of his miſtreſs 
35 to this iſland O). His children, named Heliades, 
3 ſucceeded 


() Strabo, lib. i. An iſland having ſuddenly ariſen be- 


tween Thera and Theraſia, the Rhodians, who then poſ- 


ſeſſed the empire of the ſea, had the courage to approach 
it with their ſhips, and erected on it a TY to Jupiter 
Aſphalius. 5 

(A) Diodorus Siculus, ä 

(x) Strabo, lib. xiv. 


(y) This allegory, ſays Diodorus, ſignifies, that the. 
iſland being wet and marſhy, the heat of the ſun 


evaporated the waters, and rendered the ſoil extremely 


fertile. This ſeems to corroborate alſo the opinion 
of the ancients on the origin of this iſland. . For, ſince 
Rhodes aroſe out ef the water, the earth muſt for a 
| „„ long 
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LETT ELS 
ſucceeded to the Telchines. Verſed in aftro- 
nomy, they divided the year into ſeaſons, 
and invented the ſcience of navigation. One 
of them, named Cercaphus, having married 
Cydippe, had by her three ſons, Lindus, Ja- | 
liſus, and Camirus. At the death of their fa- 
ther, they divided the empire, and each of 
them built a city bearing his own name (s). 

(a) About this time, Danaus flying from 
Egypt with his daughters, arrived at Lindus. 
Being favourably received by the inhabitants, 
he there built a temple to Minerva, in which 
he conſecrated the ſtatue- of that goddeſs. 
Three of his daughters died in the iſland, and 
the reſt followed him to Argos. 

(5) After the departure of Danaus, Cadmus, 
the ſon of Agenor, ſeeking Europa, by order 
long time have been wet and marſhy. The beneficent 
luminary, which dried and rendered it REO, received 
the adoration of the inhabitants. | | 

(z) Strabo, lib. xiv. Diodorus Siculus, lib. v. Others 
ſay theſe cities were built by Tlepolemus, ſon of Her- 
cules, who gave them the names of the three daughters 
of Danaus, who died in the iſland. Others again, that 
they were founded by Althemenus, the e of Her. 

cules. 

(a) Diodorus Siculus, ths v. 
0 Ibid. exe 
of 


0 
— Gn + we ey. r — Top 4 5 m wi ak v 4 8 7 * 
1 * ccc 


P ˙¹¹A 7² Ae ee 8 


ON TELLS M 
of kis father, met with a violent tempeſt, dur- 
ing which he vowed, if he eſcaped death, to 
build a temple to Neptune. Having landed 
at Lindus, he performed his vow, and left 
prieſts to officiate in the temple. He made an 
offering to the Lindian Minerva of a golden 


| baſon with an inſcription in Phoenician cha- 


rafters. Athenzus repreſents his landing here 
as a military expedition; he ſays, that Cad- 
mus took poſſeſſion of a part of the iſland, 
expelled the Heliades, and ſettled hs Phœ- 
nicians there in their ſtead. 

(e) At length the iſland was over-run with 
ſerpents, and thence received the name of 
Ophiuſa. Some of theſe were of a monſtrous 
ſize, and devoured many of the inhabitants. 
The oracle of Delos being conſulted,. declared 
they muſt ſend for Phorbas, then in Theſſaly 
at the head of a body of troops. He accepted 
the invitation of the Rhodians, deſtroyed the 
monſters that ravaged the iſland, and ſettled 
there. After his death, heroic honours 
were decreed him for his important ſervices | 
Conon aſſerts that he drove the Phœnicians 
from Rhodes. 3 . 


(c) Diodorus Siculus, lib. v. 
| A ſhort 
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(a) A ſhort time before the Trojan war, 
Tlepolemus, ſon of Hercules, landed with 
his companions in the iſle of Rhodes. Meet. 
ing with a favourable reception, he ſettled 
there, and, becoming king of the iſland, di- 
| vided the lands amon g the inhabitants, and 
inſtituted equitable laws. On his departure 
for the Trojan war, he left the government 
| 5 On, one Non his NG 3 he 1 
and died in Troas, 
The Rhodians, even in thoſe early ages, 
had a conſiderable navy. The iſland furniſhed 
them with timber for ſhip building, and their 
ſituation invited them to partake of the ad- 
vantages of commerce (e). They made 
voyages into Spain, founded Parthenope, 
now called Naples, in Campania, and after 
the ſiege of Troy built Majorca and Mi- 
norca. The iſland was divided between the 
inhabitants of Lindus, Jalyſus, and Camirus (). 


r 3 
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(a) Diodorus Siculus, lib. v. 
(e) Strabo, lib. xiv, - 
) Homer names theſe towns in one 92 
% Ales InAvooor Te & q &gyroura Kayuuigoy. Il. ii. 


Lindus, Jalyſus, and ie we" —Porx. 


ON GAR E E O KE. 19 
This is what Homer gives us to underſtand, 
when he ſays, ſpeaking of the Rhodians, _ 
„They have three cities, three tribes; Ju- 
: piter, who governs. the immortals, and 
' loves mankind, has heaped on them . 

« dant wealth.” _ 

J have paſſed rapldly: over Send ages, 
and omitting a number of mythological ſtories, 
haſten to the period when the Rhodians, united 
by a common intereſt, formed only one na- 
tional body, and founded the city of Rhodes, 
ſo called from the name of the iſland. This 
important event took place during the Pelo- 
ponneſian war (g). It is known to almoſt 
all of you,” ſays Ariftides, © that before 
de the naval expedition of Lyſander, the La- 
& cedemonian, the city you now inhabit was 
« not built. The iſland was called Rhodes, 
« but the city of that name did not exiſt. 
© The. Rhodians dwelt in the three towns 
„ mentioned by Homer.” 

(5) Rhodes had for its architect, Hippo- 
damus, of Miletus, who built the OPER walls 


(2) Ariſtides, i in Rhodiacs | 

(5) The preſent city of Rhodes was built iba the 
Peloponneſian war, by the architect who built the walls of 
the Piræus. Strabo, lib. xiv. 
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of che Piræus, deſtroyed ſoon after Sag the 
Lacedemonians (7). 

The people of Lindus, Jalyſus, a Cami- 
rus, united in one” republic, were now all 
collected within this city, which was about 
three leagues in circumference (&), and ca- 
pable of containing a prodigious number of 
Inhabitants. It was ſituated at the point of a 
promontory, that ſtretches toward the eaſt, 
on the ſame ſpot where the modern town 
ſtands, The ground having a declivity, the 
architect adapted his plan to the ſituation, and 
laid out the ſtreets ſo artificially, as to con- 
vert this defect into a beauty. (() Rhodes, 
ſays Diodorus, “ reſembled an amphitheatre; 
ce its numerous veſlels, its towers, and. ſol- 
« ders, gave a high idea of its wealth and 
power.“ Strabo, who had travelled through 
ſeveral countries, and had ſeen Rome, Alex. 
andria, Memphis, and the moſt celebrated 


i) Lindus, Jalyſus, and Camirus, were at firſt ſepa- 
Tate republics, but the inbabitants afterwards united under 
one government in Rhodes. Ibid. 

(#) According to Strabo, it was eighty ſtadia, or 
about three leagues in circumference. 


(7) Diodorus Siculus, lib. xx. 


SON A . 61 
cities of Aſia, prefers Rhodes to any of them. 
(n) © The beauty, ſays he, (of its harbours, 
& ſtreets, and walls, and the magnificence of 
c its monuments, render it ſo much | uperior 
“ to all other cities, as to admit of no com- 

6 pariſon.” LOS? BE 
Ariſtides (n) has deſeribed it more circum- 
ſtantially, and the account he has left us of 
it is calculated to excite our aſtoniſhment and 
admiration. * Within the walls of Rhodes, 
« we never ſaw a ſmall houſe by the fide of a 
6 large one. All were of the ſame height, and 
& the ſame order of architecture, ſo that the 
„ whole city ſeemed but one ſingle edifice. 
« Wide ſtreets croſſed it from ſide to fide, and 
& theſe were ſo well diſpoſed, that from what- 
ec ever part it was viewed the proſpect was 
truly magnificent. The walls and towers, of 
& wonderful extent, height, and beauty, 
„ above all excited our wonder The lofty 
“ ſummits of the latter ſerved as a Pharos to 
„ mariners. Such, indeed, was the mag- 
c“ nificence of Rhodes, that, without having 
e ſeen it, the imagination cannot poſſibly 


(in) Strabo, lib. xiv. 
(n) Ariſtides, in Rhodiaca. 
| form 
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& forms: any conception of its HY Al 
« the parts of this immenſe town, mutually 


& connected with each other, and: moſt beau · 
& tifully proportioned, formed a perfect whole, 


& of which the walls were the defence and 
4 ornament. Rhodes was the only city of 


© which it might be ſaid, it was fortified like 
&« a place of "__ and cee er a 
cc palace.” 

To this d pc we muſt add, faperd 
temples, whoſe porticos were enriched with 
paintings of the firſt maſters, a multitude of 
Coloſſuſes, and ſtatues of aſtoniſhing work- 
manſhip, a magnificent theatre, extenſive arſe- 
nals, and fleets arriving from every part of 
the world to pay the tribute due to the arts 


from wealth: We muſt likewiſe recollect, it 


was inhabited by a free, brave, learned, and for- 
tunate people, and we ſhall be enabled to form 


ſome idea of this moſt beautiful city of the world. 
I cannot deny myſelf the pleaſure, Madam, of 


deſcribing to you one or two of thoſe wonders 
of art which rendered it fo celebrated. Pliny, 


after enumerating the: moſt famous Coloſſal | 


ſtatues, adds: () © But none of theſe are to 


() Pliny, lib. xxxiv. c. 7. 
| | © he 
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Ut he compared to that which the Rhodians 
« "dedicated to the ſun. This Coloſſus: was 
„the work of Chares, of Lindus (p), a pupil 
of Lyſippus (). It was ſeventy cubits high 
(about one hundred and five feet), (r) and 
© was thrown down by an earthquake fifty-ſix 
« years after it was firſt erected (s.) In this 
& ſtate, its appearance is ftill aſtoniſhing. 
Few men are able to embrace its thumb; 
and its fingers are larger than entire ſtatues 
” uſually are; where it has been broken, 
e may diſeoves, withinſide, deep cavities 
e filled with enormous ſtones, which the 
« artiſt had introduced to render it firm on 
“its baſe. It is ſaid to have been the labour 
„of twelve N and that it coſt three 


(p) One of che towns of the iſle of Rhodes. 

(2) This Lyſippus, a celebrated ſtatuary, had caſt 2 
Coloſſus, forty cubits high, at Tarentum. 

(r) Simonides, in the Anthologia, makes it eighty 
cubits; but Strabo, lib. xiv. Iſidore Orig. lib. xiv. 
cap. 6. and Feſtus, all agree with ol and fay its * 
was only ſeventy cubits. 

(5) Polybius, lib. v. Oroſius, lib. iv. Paulus Dia- 
conus Hiſt. Miſc. all agree in ſaying, that at this time 
the iſland of Rhodes, and the country of Caria, were agi- 
tated by a violent earthquake, that cauſed great devaſta- 
tion, and threw down the famous Coloſſus. | | 


« hundred 


c“ hundred OY a fon which FP Rlio⸗ 
« dians had pained'by the ſale of the warlike 


© machines left by Demetrius before their 


e walls, when he raiſed the ſiege. This city 
& contains a hundred other Coloſſal ſtatues, 


„ leſs, indeed, than this, but each of them 


& ſuperb enough to render illuſtrious any 


„ place where they might be erected. To 


< theſe are to be added, five gigantic ſtatues 
« of the gods, the invaluable works of _— 


* © © 


() Some 8 biſtorians, wiſhing to : 
add ſomething of the marvellous to the ac- 
count of the Coloſſus, have pretended the 
feet reſted on two rocks, at the entrance of the 
harbour, and that veſſels paſied, with all their 


fails ſet, between its legs. This fable deſerves 


o regard, ſince it is contradicted by the 
filence of antiquity, which certainly would 
not have neglected to record ſo remarkable 
a fact. On the contrary, the hiſtorians who 
mention the fall of the Coloſſus, as well as 
thoſe who ſaw it, teſlify, that it was lying on 
the ground (2); but had it been placed at 

Pa 0 

1 t) Rollin. Hiſtoire Ancienne. 

(9 W lib. xiv. The —— Rhodes, over 


thrown 
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the entrance of the harbour, it muſt. have 
fallen into the ſea, which circumſtance they 
certainly would not have omitted. It was 
ſtill in its fallen ſtate in the days of Pliny ; as 
it likewiſe was. as late as the twelfth year of 
the emperor Conſtans, when Moawiah, gene- 
ral of the Caliph Othman, taking Rhodes, 
deſtroyed this ſtatue, which had well de- 
ſerved to be enumerated among the. ſeven 
wonders of the world ()). He ſold it to a 
Jew, who conveyed its fragments to Emeſa, 
on nine hundred camels (z), nine hundred 
and thirty-two years after it was firſt erected. 
The -arts ſeemed to vie with each other, 
to contribute to the embelliſhment of Rhodes. 
Painting there Peg the with ſculp- 


FD by a violent ks We? at prolent i on 
the ground, has its knees broken. The Rhodians are 
forbidden, by an oracle, from raiſing it up. This Co- 
loſſal ſtatue, the moſt beautiful ever conſecrated to the 
Gods by man, is placed among the ſeven wonders of the g 
world. a | 
(x) Paulus Diaconus, Hif. Miſc. 5 
0) Conſtantine Porphyrogenetus ſays, ie was fold te to 
a Jew of Edeſſa, and increaſes prodigiouſly the num- 
ber of camels, which carried off its Gm making 
them amount to thirty thouſand. * | 
bc nn Diſſertation on the Iſle of Rhodes. 
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ture. The temples contained a multitude of ad- 


mirable works, among which, ſays Strabo (a), 
«© two pictures of Protogenes were par- 


10 "ticularly admired, the one repreſenting. 


lalyſus, and the other a Satyr, ſtanding 


« upon a column, with a partridge at his 


feet. The latter picture being expoſed to 


public view, the bird attracted univerſal 
* admiration, ſo that the Satyr, in the 
& finiſhing of which the artiſt had employ- 
& ed his utmoſt attention and abilities, was 
« almoſt entirely diſregarded. The wonder 
& and applauſe of the ſpectators was ſtill 
& more increaſed, when, on bringing tame 


* partridges before the picture, they began 


« to call, as ſoon as they perceived the 


* painted bird, to the great delight of the 


— 


multitude (5). Protogenes was ſo morti- 
fied at the preference given to what was 
« intended merely as an ornament, that he 
* requeſted permiſſion from the prefe& of 
< the temple to efface the pariridge, and 


cc 


6 actually did efface it.“ 


(a) Strabo, lib, xiv. 
(5) Protogenes was of Canna, a city . Caria, ſub⸗ 


- 5 


Pliny 
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Pliny (c) thus deſeribes the picture of Ialy- 
ſus mentioned by Strabo : © The moſt beau- 
* tiful of the works of Protogenes, is the 
picture of Ialyſus, which is ftill to be ſeen 
in the temple of Peace at Rome. To fe- 
« cure it, if poſſible, againſt the injuries of 
time, the painter placed four layers of colours 
cone over the other, hoping that if the upper 
« ones ſhould decay, the lower would till 
remain. In this picture we ſee a dog, 
& exquilitely painted; chance having con- 
„ ſpired with art to render it perfect. The 
cc painter, after finiſhing every part of the ani- 
mal, and having ſurmounted every difh- 
* culty, was ſo far ſatisfied with his work; 
but one thing till remained, which he 
„ deſpaired of being able perfectly to ex- 
« preſs; this was the froth which whitens 
the mouth of a dog when panting ; to 
“ repreſent this defied his utmoſt art, and 
in every attempt he only ſeemed to de- 
<« part further from nature. The foam ap- 
« peared always painted, and never natural. 
He was the more mortified, as he was ne- 
© yer eres with any 2 leſs than what 


1 
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« might be miſtaken for nature itſelf, Of- 
« ten did he efface his colours, and as often 
& change his bruſhes, without ſucceſs. Ir- 
te ritated at the impotence of his art, he pee- 
« viſhly threw his ſpunge againſt the picture, 
ce -which by accident ſtruck the mouth of 
the dog, and diſpoſed the colours more 
« happily than his utmoſt endeavours and 
* {kill had been able to effect; chance ”_ i 
“ once moſt accurately nb: 
türe (a). 
I have been ſo particular in the deſcription 

of theſe two pieces, to prove how much the 

ancients excelled in the art of painting. Protoge- 
nes, and Apelles his cotemporary, imitated na- 
ture ſo perfectly, that their pictures ſeemed 
living and animated beings, The reſemblance 
was ſo exact, that animals, nay even men, 
were not.unfrequently deceived. Let it not 
be imagined that the artiſt, born with the 
happieſt talents, can ever attain this high de» 


(4) Caius Caffius, who took Rhodes, and carried off 
all the offerings, except the chariot of the ſun, brought 
away this fine picture. Dion Caſſius, It was preſerved. 
till the time of Commodus, under whoſe reign the temple 


of Peace was burnt, that - is to ſay, in the year 450. 
. lib. i. a ö 
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gree of perfection, without prodigious efforts. 
Genius muſt be ſeconded by the moſt per- 
ſevering labour, and a profound knowledge 
of every ſcience allied to his art. Without 
this, the painter creates nothing for immor- 
tality. Protogenes (e) was ſeven years in 
finiſhing the picture of Ialyſus; and, if Pliny 
may be credited (J), during the whole time, 

hved entirely on lupins, leſt, by too much 
_ indulging his appetite, he ſhould obſtruct the 

activity of his mind. Nothin can give a 
ſtronger proof of the ſublime idea entertained 
of perfection by the ancient artiſts, or more 
clearly ſhew how much they were inflamed 
with a noble thirſt of fame, than the readi- 
neſs with which they made ſuch ſacrifices. 


(e) Plutarch in Demetrio. Protogenes painted for 
the Rhodians the picture of Ialyſus, which was car- 
ried off by Demetrius, from a houſe in the ſuburbs, 
while yet unfiniſhed. The Rhodians ſent a herald to 
him, to conjure him to ſpare this piece. The prince 
replied, that he would ſooner burn the images of his 
father than ſuch a production of ſo wonderful an art. 
Is is ſaid that the painter was employed on it = 

years. 
Oo) TROY lib. xxxv. ze Fe... h | 
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Do not imagine, Madam, that Rhodes con- 
tained only a ſmall number of excellent 
paintings. The porticos of its temples 
were decorated with pictures of infinite va- 
lue. The poſſeſſion of one only of thefe im- 

mortal works, ſays Ariſtides (g), would have 
ſufficed to render a town illuſtrious. Lu- 
cian (A), who was no flatterer, has theſe words, 
when ſpeaking of his reſiding at Rhodes: 
4 lodged in the quarter of the temple of 
6 Bacchus, and, in my leiſure hours, fre- 
« quently rambled through the city to enter- 
te tain myſelf with the admirable works of art 
with which it is enriched. Nothing can ſur- 
ie paſs the exquiſite pleaſure I have experi- 
& enced, from time to time, while walking 
& under the porticos of the temple, and con- 
% templating the admirable paintings which 
« adorn that noble edifice. My ſatisfaction 
% was the greater, as I was well acquainted 
e with the ſubjects, and recalled to memory 
* the poetical ſtories of the Gods and He- 


« Toes that are there ſo admirably os ome 
ce ed.” | 


(e) Ariſtides, in Rhodiaca. 
(5) Lucian, in Amoribus. 
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The ſcienees and literature ever go hand 
in hand with the fine arts, of which they 


are the inſtructors and the guides. For the 


cultivation of theſe alſo were the Rhodians 
diſtinguiſhed-. Their ſchools attained ſo 


high a degree of celebrity, that they were 
reſorted to by ſome of the greateſt men of 


Rome; among whom were Cato (i), Marcus 
Brutus (4), Cicero (/), Caſſius (mn), Se 
and Pompey 8 

Theſe men, born to „ did ger on 
fine themſelves to a few frivolous acquiſitions; 


they all learnt Greek, then the univerſal | 


language, and ſtudied with attention the prin- 
ciples of legiſlation, and the laws of various 
nations. Abore all „they endeavoured to per- 


(3) F Victor, Vit. Viror. Illuſtr. 
(4) Cicero, in Bruto. 

(1) Appian, de Bello Civili, lib. iv. 

(n) Caffius made a voyage to Rhodes, where he was in- 
ſtructed in the ſine arts, and the beauties and niceties 
of the Greek language., _ 3 

(2) Plutarch, in Vita Cæſaris: He ſailed for Rhodes, 
there to ſtudy eloquence under Apollonius Milo, whoſe 


diſciple Cicero had been. 


(e) Plutarch, in Vita Pompeii: He repaired to Rhodes, 


and ſtudied eloquence ws under the Sophiſts, paying 
| * each a talent. 
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fect themſelves under the Greek rhetoricians 
in the art of public ſpeaking. Deſtined as 
they were to diſcourſe before an enlightened 
people, concerning the moſt important in- 
tereſts of the whole world, eloquence was 
neceſſary to govern the minds of men, and 
enforce perſuaſion by lively images, or co- 
gent reaſoning. Oratory was, at that time, 
as indiſpenſable to a Roman as NO or 
military abilities. 

To what muſt we attribute this flouriſh- 
ing ſtate of the Rhodian republic? To the 
ſertility of the ſoil, the beauty of the climate, 
or the excellent ſituation of the ifland ? 
Theſe advantages, no doubt, contributed to, 
but were not the efficient cauſe of, the wealth 
of the Rhodians, which was owing to the 
goodneſs cf their laws, and the wiſdom of 
their government, the only ſolid founda- 
tions of the glory of empires. We cannot 
too much admire,” ſays Strabo (p), © the 
% care with which the Rhodians preſerve 
* their excellent code of laws (9), and the 


* wiſdom 


(p) Strabo, lib. xiv. 


() The Roman Emperors adopted ihe 4 code of 
the Rhodians, Voluſius Maximus, de Lege Rhodiaca, 


has 
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4 iſdom conſpicuous in the whole conſti- 
4 tution of their republic, and eſpecially, in 
the management of their navy. This has 


long preſerved to them the empire of the 


4 ſea, which they have freed from pirates, 


& and ſecured to them the friendſhip of the 
« Romans.” In alliance with numerous 
other powers, they artfully accommodated 
themſelves to their various intereſts, without 
taking part in their private quarrels, This 


ſage policy procured them a long peace, and 


rendered their commerce ſo flouriſhing, that 


it extended over the whole Mediterranean. 
Rhodes was the emporium of every trading 


nation. The mariner who touched there,” 


fays Ariſtides (r), © beheld, with aſtoniſh- 


„% ment, ſeveral harbours, formed by art, 
8e 5 piers of ſtone, which advanced far 


has Pe us the 5 e of the Emperor 


Antoninus; “I, the maſter of the world: Let every thing 


tc relative to naval affairs be determined by the maritime 
< code of the Rhodians, as often as that ſhall not directly 
tc contradict our laws. 

M. Paſtoret, in an excellent 3 ok ob- 
tained the prize, of the academy of inſeriptions, has de- 
monſtrated the influence of 1 laws on the marine of 
the Romans, 


(r] Ariftides, in Rhodiaca. 


„into 
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« into the ſea. One of theſe received the 
4 veffels from Ionia ; another, thoſe from 
« Caria, Here a mole offered ſhelter to 
<< the fleets of Egypt, Cypruz and Phœnicia, 
« as if expreſsly formed for each reſpective 
city. Near to theſe ports, arſenals reared 
<« their lofty heads, and aſtoniſhed the beholder 
< with their magnificence,” | 

| The foreſts of Mount Atabyris ( 9 , which 
were carefully preſerved, furniſhed the Rho- 
dians with excellent ſhip timber. Their veſ- 
ſels were the beſt ſailers in the world, and 
their mariners the moſt expert in navigation. 
This gave occaſion to the following apof- 
trophe from Ariſtides (); Oh, ye Rho- 
« dians! if ever the tempeſt warns you to 
„ think of your ſafety ; if ever you have to 
<« ſtruggle againſt the fury of the waves, re- 
* collect the expreſſion of one of your mari- 
“ ners, when his veſſel was labouring in 
« a ſtorm: He ſaw the abyſs opening to 
te receive him; when raiſing his voice, he 
* exclaimed, Oh, OY know: that I 


G6) FOR the higheſt mountain in the iſle = 
Rhodes, produces excellent pine trees, | 
t) Ariſtides, in Rhodiaca. 5 
&« will 
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. will not abandon the helm, and that if 1 
* muſt be ſwallowed up, I will ſteer my ſhip 
« to the very depth of thy empire! Such, 
Madam, were the ſources of the power and 
glory of the Rhodians. Alexander (1), who 
regarded their city as the firſt in the univerſe, 
choſe there to depoſit his laſt will. 5 
The Rhodians were worthy to inhabit this 
eity. Their morals were mild and amiable, 
and their manners poliſhed, without affecta- 
tion (v). When they appeared in public, they 
were remarkable for the gravity of their de- 
portment. They were not ſeen loitering in 
the ſtreets; but ſeriouſly reproved foreigners 
whom they ſaw ſtrolling about in inconſide- 
rate idleneſs. At the theatre, when a piece 
deſerved applauſe, all the ſpeQators kept a 
profound ſilence. This they deemed the beſt 
homage they could pay to merit. At their 
tables, civility and urbanity preſided ; and 
all exceſs was baniſhed. They converſed 
in a free and friendly manner with their 
gueſts, and never mortified them, by aſſuming 
the ſuperiority of a maſter. © Theſe are the 


: Fi 
(A) Diodorus Siculus, lib. xx. 
v) Dion. Chryſoſtom, Orat. 32. 5 a 
| cc virtu es, 
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“your city ſo. renowned. Theſe raiſe you 
above every other nation, and attract the love 


* and admiration of every people. Yout an- 


* cient, and truly. Grecian manners, render 
you far more illuſtrious than your ports, 
« your walls, or your arſenals !” 

Such a people could not but be iron | 
As for myſelf, I doubt whether men poſleſs a 
Tight to put other men to death, even when 
guilty of great crimes. The Rhodians, how- 
ever, it is certain, ſpared their fellow-citizens 
the horror of thoſe bloody tragedies, which 
diſhonour our cities. Far from preparing 
ſcaffolds in public places; far from hiring 
deſpicable mercenaries to publiſh in the ſtreets 
| ſentences which condemn unhappy wretches 
to the flames, or the wheel; the law prohibited 


any executioner from entering Rhodes (x). 


Even the ſentence of death was pronounced . 


without the gates of the city (H). And they 


8 — gn „ Ke 
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would have conſidered it as an impiety, to 
ſtain their ſtreets with human blood. 


(1) Ariſtides, in Rhodiaca. 
(x) Dion. Chryſoſtom. 
(3) Ariſtides, in Rhodiaca. 5 
The 
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The ancient writers, nevertheleſs, reproach 


the Rhodians with the vices inſeparable from 
great wealth: luxury, and voluptuouſneſs. 
They build,” ſays Stratonicus, © as if they 
« were immortal, and ſerve their tables with 
« as much profuſion, as if they had but a 
few days to live.” The veſſels they made 
uſe of in their repaſts, were of an exquiſite 


invention (=), and greatly renowned for the 


| pleaſure they gave in drinking. In their com- 


poſition they employed myrrh, the flower of 
an odoriferous reed, ſaffron, balm, amoma, 


and cinnamon, paked together. Anacreon, 
reciting the number of his miſtreſſes, ſays, 


“ For Rhodes, write down two thouland.” 
And we find, the ancients called it the city 5 


of gallantry (a). 


The government of Rhodes was always 


republican. At firſt, the ſupreme authority 
was lodged with the people. The nobles, after- 
wards, got poſſeſſion of it; and formed an 


ariſtocracy (0). But they did not abuſe their 
wes; Humanity led them to ſuccour. their 


(z) Athenans, lib. vit. 
(a) Athenæus, lib. viii. 
(5) Ariſtot. Politic, lib, v. 


fellow- 


os png PU A at e 
. — es " EY 2402.0 
— 


8 y 3 
Ws 
Fl, 4 
: . © 
[| 
E 
Fo 
1 
© FR 
= 
7 
* £8 
4 
- T 
8 
11 
i . 
p 15 15 
3 
9 9 
3s g 
* 16 
= 
« a e 
++Y 
4 
1 
, 7 
+4 5 
$7 
Ni 
- i 
a 
* : 
* 
* 
1 ' 
4 4 
bt +, 
IN 
I 
1 5 
$4 
r 
21 2 
5 
C a 
1 
3 
IS i 
= 
g 33% 
£ 2 * 
be: 
iK 1 
465 Þ 
4217+ 
E 
1 b k 
A * 3 
4 1 
# i 
= 
be 
* we. 
5 
 FY 
19 
. 44 
3 1 
F Xx 
4 
1 of . 
3 
£ 
* i 
„ 
35 
4 
FE 
. J 
13 ' 
4 
| 
1 
41 
* 4 * 
Th 
% . 
A 1 
k 3 
J 
4 
| 
5 
I 


8 6. * 8 — 


— . rs—nom.ccns. el; 
. —— — 


n 


> N 

N AS", > 

3 —ͤ net 
— 


pr — en 
— = — 2 


pay thorny 


— 4 
* 3 
we — s 


r nr yy 


= gr x0 — 


— — — « 


ay ib 2 — —— TEE 


„ | 
fellow- citizens; and true policy taught them, 
that the lower claſſes of ſociety are of the 
moſt real importance; becauſe, without them, a 
ſtate cannct even ſubſiſt. They took care, 
therefore, to prevent that wretchedneſs which 
is ſo deſtructive to population (c), and created 
magiſtrates, whoſe ſole employment it was, to 
prevent, or relieve, the neceſſities of the poor; 
to provide them with wholeſome food, and 
employ them in the public works. This ex- 
cellent regulation ſecured tranquillity to the 
republic, which never experienced thoſe vio- 
lent, and repeated convulſions, that, at length, 
overthrew thoſe of Athens and Rome. Ir, 
indeed, ſuffered from ſome tranſient ſtorms. 
. Alcibiades, at the head of a numerous. fleet, 
rendered them ſubje& to the Athemians.; but 
the republic, entering into an alliance with the 
inhabitants of Byzantium and Chio, ſhook 
off that yoke (d). Mauſoleus made himſelf 
maſter of Rhodes, by ſtratagem, and eſtabliſhed 
a tyranny. Artemiſia, his queen, making uſe 
of a like artifree, cut off ſome of the principal 


bg 


00 Strabo, lib. xiv. 
(a4) £5720 de Rhodiorum Lidertate 
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inhabitants. But the Rhodians expelled their 
tyrants, and recovered their liberty. 

The Rhodians were peaceably enjoying the 
fruits of the wiſdom of their government, 
when Antigonus (e), irritated at not having 


been able to detach them from the alliance of 


Ptolemy, king of Egypt, declared war againſt 
them. He made immenſe preparations, and 
ſent his ſon, Demetrius, to ſubdue the iſland. 
That prince, excellently ſkilled in the art of 


taking towns, beſieged Rhodes by ſea and 


land. To reduce it, he invented new ma- 
chines. He advanced, to the foot of the walls, 
a moving citadel of wood plated with iron. 


This edifice, called the Helepolis, was of a 
prodigious ſize; had nine ſtories, and might be 


moved every way. Catapultas were employed 
againſt the walls, which threw prodigious 
ſtones, and beams of an immenſe ſize, headed 
with iron, while battering-rams, two hundred 
feet in length, and worked by a thouſand men 
at once, were ſhaking them with repeated ſtrokes, 


A multitude of archers, placed on the top of 
the moving tower, ſhowered down their ar- 


(e) 8 Siculus lib. xx. deſcribes this fiege at 
len oth, 


3 1 | „„ rows © 
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rows on the beſieged. Thirty thouſand ſol- 
diers were employed to put the helepolis in 
motion; and fight under its ſhelter. The 
ſtrongeſt tower of Rhodes, and great part of 
the wall, were thrown down; but the courage 
of a free people triumphed over the fleets of 
Demetrius, the numerous army he had in 
his pay, and all the military talents this great 
captain diſplayed, during a whole year, in his 
various attacks. At the moment when the 
beſieged were moſt briſkly preſſed, ſome 
of the ſenators propoſed to throw down the 
ſtatues erected in honour of, Antigonus and 
Demetrius, in happier times: but the people 
rejected this mean counſel, and treated it as 
criminal. The generoſity of the Rhodians, 
toward their enemy, did them honour in the 
eyes of all Greece; and hiſtory has preſerved, 
and long will preſerve, the memory of ſo 

glorious an action (/ N. 


(F) Ptolemy rendered them great ſervices during this 
war, by ſending them 'troops, and ſhips, laden with 
corn. They, in gratitude, ſent to conſult the oracle of 
Ammon; and, on its anſwer, conſecrated, within their 
walls, a magnificent monument ; to which they gave the 
name of Ptolemy : It was a large ſquare, with a portico | 
on each ſide, a ſtadium (fix hundred feet) in 3 Dio- 
dorus Siculus, lib. xx. 


: Mithri- 


fortune of the Romans, and conquered Greece, 
and the iſlands of the Archipelago, failed in 
his attempts on Rhodes (5). Caius Caſſius 


took it, during the civil war, and deſpoiled it 


ON ETEEEL © 
- Mithridates (g), who ſo long withſtood the 


— 


of a part of its treaſures. Nevertheleſs, the 
republic again glofiouſly reared her head, 


and the ſervices rendered the Romans by the 
Rhodians, procured them both their liberty 
and new towns in Caria, In fine, ever ob- 


ſervant of their laws, and careful to main- 


tain the commerce to which they owed their 


power, they remained independent till the 
reign pf Veſpaſian (i), who firſt reduced 
their iſland to a Roman province. Since 


that time, Rifodes has been only one of 


the fineſt iſles of the Archipelago. The 


power and riches of the inhabitants have 
diſappeared,' It ſeems as if their genius be- 


came extinct with their liberty, that ſacred - 


fire, which had cauſed them to produce ſo 


many wonders. Literature, the ſciences, 


(g) Aurelius Victor, de Viris Illuftribus. 
(h) Diodorus Siculus, l. xx. _ 3 
(i) Suetonius, i in Vita Veſpaſian caps 8. 
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and arts, loſt with their freedom , have never 
more revived. 

Under Conſtantine this iſland remained a 
part of the Eaſtern empire, which was greatly 
weakened by its diviſion. The puſillanimity 
and vices of the princes-who ſucceeded, ſhook 
it to its very foundation. The Arabs, led on by 
the enthuſiaſm which Mahomet had inſpired, 
invading and giving battle in the name of the 
Almighty, conquered the fineſt provinces of 
the empire; and in the twelfth year of the 
reign of Conſtans (). Mowiah, Othman's 
lieutenant, made himſelf maſter of Rhodes. 
The Greek emperors, however, at length 


_ expelled the infidels, and kept _— till the 


time of Baldwin; who, becoming ſovereign 
of Conſtantinople, ſent a prefe& to Rhodes (/). 
Some time after, John Ducas conquered it. 


The brave warriors, then known by the name 


of the Knights of St. John, led on by their 


grand maſter, Foulques de Villaret, attacked 
and took it, after a bloody battle, in which 


heroiſm triumphed over numbers and va- 


| (4) Zonoras, Annal. 3. | 
(1) Nicephorus Gregorias, lib. ii, 
| lour. 
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lour (n). Mahomet the Second, who made the 

_ Chriſtian world tremble, and ſeemed to have 
enchained victory to his car, tarniſhed the 
luſtre of his laurels, by beſieging this place, 
defended by a handful of heroes. In 1552, 


Soliman ſaw a numerous army periſh under 


its walls; and if this redoubtable conqueror 
of Hungary and Perſia did at length ſubdue 
Rhodes, attacked, as it was, on all ſides by the 
forces of the Turks, the greater was the ſhame 
for the Chriſtian princes, who did not ſend a 
ſingle veſſel to the aid of its intrepid defenders. 
Deſtroyed, rather than vanquiſhed, they were 
| almoſt all buried under the ruins of their forts. 


Soliman could not enter the town, but through 


* 


torrents of the blood of his ſoldiers. He 


found it nothing but heaps of ruins, defended 
by a ſmall number of knights, covered with 


wounds, at the head of whom appeared the 


famous Villiers de I'Ile Adam, a brave old 


man, who united to the coolneſs of age, the 
intrepidity of a hero, and the e of 
ſoul of a philoſopher. | 


I have, now, given you a ſummary of the 
hiſtory of e from the earlieſt anti- 


00 Paulus t in Chronico Citizenſi. 
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quity, to the period in which it fell under 
the power of the Turks: it now remains for 
me to lay before you ſome account of its 
oP 
I have the honour'to be, cc. 


* * . — 
. = — * 
IE P . 5 
* 3 — » = 0 Mi 
ns. 0 T7 — —— * — * * 
* 22 1 * mo : n — 
no — 
7 ² AAA ²˙ ee 
4 * a 4 % 
b 52 * - 
% <4 b a5. ** 4s . 


— 
— 8 » * - - 
* E 9 * by 
* — mw n — n 0 
. ” * 9 . 
- - + ” * a WW Y : FU 
2 1 * * * — x 
_— * SEL I". 
—— — nꝗ— de IA At 
Eaves 2 5 
* — - E ms the 1s , 8 : 8 
— x 
” 
l 


— — ns ni 
* 


—— —.— 
* : 


. 


E327 
FF 
4 
* 

* 
ON 
. »% 
* 
> 
1 
13 
in 
= 
* x 
- 
2 
4 
4 
- g 
1 
= 
* 
* 
F 
4 
F 
| 
* 
F | 


. — 92 


a — 
— — _— : 
a % vw T - 

„ * —— 

a „ 1 

* . 

r 

754 1 — 
* * 
. . 90 445 
A 2 


L E T. 


. — cr r — 
— a 3 
N 8 3 
N 1 TE: : 
DM 5 
e 1 
N een 
* — 7 p 
3 1 


PN GA * E o k. 85 


LETTER XIII. 


To M. L. M. 


— 


a Rhodes. 


I HAVE no longer, Madam, the pleaſure 
of preſenting you the deſcription of a mag- 
nificent city, a wiſe government, or a free 
and glorious nation. The ambition of. the 
Romans, the degeneracy of the monarchs of 


the Lower Empire, the fanaticiſm of the 


Arabs, and deſtructive earthquakes, have al- 
ternately laid waſte the iſle of Rhodes. The 
deſpotiſm of the Turks, ſucceeding to theſe 


calamities, has been the cauſe of no leſs fatal 
evils; and utterly deſtroyed monuments, 


— 


ſciences, and arts. 
The modern town, built on the ruins of 


the ancient city, occupies only a quarter of 


its extent, and poſſeſſes no remarkable anti- 
quities. Not even the ſmalleſt remains of the 


theatre, temples, and portico, are to be diſco- 
vered. Statues, coloſſuſes, paintings, all 


have been deſtroyed, or carried off. To wide 
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and ſkilfully diſpoſed ſtreets ; to thoſe regu- 
larly ranged ediſices, where each front pre- 
ſented the ſame order of architecture, have ſuc- 
ceeded narrow and winding lanes, and houſes 
without taſte, regularity, or decoration. I may 
venture to aſſert, Madam, that if a Rhodian 
of the days of Alexander were to reviſit his 
native city, he would find himſelf abſolutely 
a ſtranger ; he would not recollect the fmalleſt 
monument; but muſt imagine himſelf tranſ- 
ported into a country inhabited by barba- 
FER. 5 | —_ 
The knights of Rhodes have left various 
traces of their reſidence in the iſland. Their 
armorial enſigns, and ſome buſts of the grand 
maſters, ſculptured in relief, on marble, 
' decorate the front of ſeveral buildings. 
The walls and towers they erected ſtill 
_ -ubſiſt, and bear the glorious marks of their 
obſtinate defence. The church of St. John 
has been converted into a moſque. The vaſt 
hoſpital, in which Chriſtian charity received 
the faithful from all parts of the world, and 
furniſhed them with ſuccours, at this day 
ſerves as a granary for the Turks. The bar- 
barians ſuffer it to go to ruin, as well as the 
| | | government 
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government houſe, i in which we find antique | 
Wandler and columns. | 
Rhodes has only two addi, The 
ſmalleſt faces the eaſt, and is called Darca. 
Rocks, at a ſmall diſtance from each other, in 
the front, block the entrance, and only leave 
room for one veſſel to paſs. Moles, raiſed 
on each ſide, defend it from every wind, 
The Turks, who, ſince the conqueſt of the 
iſland, have not removed from it a ſingle grain 
of ſand, ſuffer it gradually to choak up. There 
is only water enough for: merchant ſhips, and 
even they are obliged to unload a part of their 
cargo, before they can enter it. Ships go 
thither to careen, and caravelles are built 
there for the Grand Signior. This handſome 
baſon might be made fit for the 'reteption of 
large veſſels, if the ſame means were em- 
_ Ployed to clear. it, as at Magieilien and other 
ports, „ ig Fl Es 
The other harbour is large; it bears thename 
of Rhodes; and in this, frigates of thirty 
guns may anchor, Veſſels are here defended 


from the weſterly winds, which, in theſe lati- 


tudes, prevail nine months in the year. 
North and north-eaſterly winds blow full 
into the harbour; and, when violent, ſhips 
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are in danger of driving on the rocks, or 
| againſt the walls of the town. Though Rhodes 


has retained none of its ancient ſplendor, its 


advantageous ſituation, on the point of a 


promontory, its houſes diſpoſed in the form 


of an amphitheatre, the ſolid ſtructure of its 
walls, and its towers adyanced upon the ſhoals, 


give it an air of ſtrength and importance to 
mariners, . as they approach the city (). But 
there are no ſoldiers on the iſland. Its forts 
are without defenders, and will become the 


conqueſt of the firſt nation, which ſhall think 


proper to attack them, 
The Pacha is the gcvernor general of the 


iſland. He poſſeſſes abſolute power; and pre- 
ſides at once over civil juſtice and military 


diſcipline. He nominates to emplayments 
that fall vacant; ſentences to death, and is 
to watch over the maintenance of good order, 


(½) The Rhodians have no troops in their iſland. 


They are not warriors. Knowing themſelves incapable of 
reſiſting the weakeſt enemy who may attack them, in 
time of war they hire ſoldiers from Caramania, to defend 
their city. I heſe are undiſciplined troops, who aban- 
don themſelves to all the exceſies of a blind ferocity, and 
are more to be dreaded by the "nth bun = the 
enemy. 
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through the whole extent of his government. 
This ſupreme officer, finding no one who 
dare reſiſt his will, may be guilty of the ut- 
moſt exceſſes of tyranny, without fear of 
puniſhment or controu. 
All private litigations are decided before 
che tribunal of the judge, called the Cadi. 
His deciſions are without appeal. He partakes 
alſo of the eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction with the 
Muphti. The latter is the interpreter of the 
Koran, preſides over religious affairs, and 
expounds the divine law; nor can the Pacha 
put a man to death, until he has given his 
ſanction to the juſtice of the ſentence. _ 
The Greeks and Jews have a chief named 
the Mouteveli, who is their intendant general ; 
and has the regulation of the tax called Ca- 
rach (o) (a capitation tax, impoſed by the 
Grand Signior on all his ſubjects who are 
not Mahometans, but which is paid only by 
the men). He decides all differences that ariſe 
among them, without its being neceſſary to 
have recourſe to any other juriſdiction. When 
the Cadi has condemned a Greek or Jewiſh 
debtor to pay the money due to his creditor, - 


(e) This word is Arabic, and ſignifies tribute, or tax. 
h | : i | > he 
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he ſends his ſentence to the Mouteveli, who, 


If he thinks proper, carries it into execution. 
"Theſe are the principal officers in the iſland, 


who all ſeem to conſpire its ruin. As a proof 
of this, I ſhall give you a light ſketch” of 


their adminiſtration; for the truth of which 


I can ſafely vouch. 

The ſoil of Rhodes is dry and Landy; ; hd | 
the numerous ſprings which water it render 
it extremely fertile. Corn thrives there ad- 
mirably. Its yellow and heavy grain affords 
a flour as white as ſnow, which makes excel- 
lent bread, If half of the country, capable 
of growing it, were cultivated, the Rhodians 


would have far more than ſufficient for their 


conſumption, and might export to foreigg 


countries. But the Turks are no cultivators; 


* 


and the Greeks, weighed down by the ſer- 


\ vices exacted from them by the Mouteveli, 
for his own profit; and diſcouraged by the 


fear of not enjoying the fruits of their Ia- 
bours, let the fineſt fields lie barren. It is 
certain, Madam, that a ſingle word from the 
Pacha would enrich the country with the 
treaſures of agriculture. He is abſolute, and 
has but to command, and aſſure the huſband- 
man of his protection: but he knows not 
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whether he ſhall himſelf be in place to-mor- 
row, and would be fearful of labouring for 
the advantage of his ſucceſſor. Beſides, a ſtill 
more powerful reaſon prevents him from 
endeavouring any improvement: the miſery 
of the country conſtitutes his wealth. Rhodes 
not furniſhing ſufficient corn for the ſupport of 
its inhabitants, he ſends to purchaſe the grain of 
Caramania, which is of an inferior quality, 
at a low rate. He has this conveyed to 
market in ſmall quantities, to enhance the 
price. But, what is ſtill more oppreſſive, is 
that the rate fixed for the firſt buſhel of the 
new crop, ſerves as the ſtandard price for all 
that is ſold during the remainder of the year; 

' which rule is not to be departed from, though 
one half of the people ſhould periſh. This 
infamous. monopoly, which rapidly enriches 
thoſe who are concerned in it, is productive 
of the moſt fatal conſequences to commerce, 
agriculture, and the induſtry of the inhabit- 
ants. What, indeed, can be expected from 
a nation, in want of the firſt neceſſaries of 
life? What exchanges can they make with 
foreign countries, if their own be inſufficient 
for their ſupport, and they have neither arts 
nor manufactures? and, indeed, the univer-- 
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ſal poverty and frightful depopulation- of the 


and, are indelible proofs of the vices of this 
wretched government. The following ſtate- 
ment will be a ſufficient demonſtration. of 


h What I have faid. 


The iſland of Rhodes contains two' ci- 


ties; the capital, of the ſame name, of which 


I have been ſpeaking, and the ancient Lindus. 


The former is inhabited by Turks, and a 


ſmall number of Jews, 
Five villages inhabited by eee and | 
Five towns and-forty one villages inhabited 


by en 


Number of families. 


Turks „„ 
Greeks = 2500 
Jews = 100 
5 | Total 7.500 


Suppoſing five perſons to a family, we 
ſhall have 36,500 inhabitants. But the iſland 
is more than forty leagues in circumference. 
Here then is a vaſt ſpace occupied by few- 
er people than is contained in a moderate 

5 town 
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town- in France. Might we not ſay that 
at Rhodes the earth devours its inhabitants? 
By no means; the ſoil is fruitful, and would 
produce abundantly, now, as well as former- 
ly, corn, oil, excellent wines, wax, and even 
wood for ſli p- building. Deſpotiſm, and the 
monopolies of the great, alone prevent the Ll 
increaſe of the inhabitants. The ſtate of the [1 
revenues of the iſland perfectly correſponds — * | 
with the ſmall number and poverty of the _.. | Li 1 
Rhodians. Perinit me, Madam, to lay it | 
before you; without theſe particulars; what 
1 relate would appear incredible. 
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Table of the revenues of the iſland of Rhodes, 


Datjes of 1 or capitation 42 Kg, 1 
Tenths on all N of the land 2 3050 10 
Cuſtoms | 0 3500 J | 
Tax on houſes „„ OSSOT-S « 
On the farm of wax | 10300 eZ 
On cattle BL 800 5 
At the gates „ ol 
On the farm of the baths 1200 : 5 
On ſalt ' R067 8 
On vine yards Hense uls 
New poll tax on ev Vis 15 N 
and Jew rs 2 os | 8 1 


Total 90, oo0 


Here then we have 90,000 
Turkiſh piaſtreswhichthe iſland 
produces the Grand Signior, + 
from which we muſt deduct 55, 500 Piaſtres 
Employedinpaying theguards 
of the town and villages, the 
inſpectors of eſtates in the coun- 
try, the repairs of the moſques, 
and the bread and ſoap diftri- 
buted to the poor, by order of 
the Sultan. So that the Grand 
Signior really receives no more 
than (34,500 Faun 


From 
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From this calculation, Madam, on the 
accuracy of which you may rely, it appears 
that this large iſland produces leſs to the Ot- 
toman emperors, than many eſtates, of only 
ſome leagues extent, in France, are worth to 


their poſſeſſors. Do not aſk me what has 


become of that powerful people, who, pro- 
fiting by their advantageous lituation, their 
foreſts, their harbours, and the fertility of 
their country, covered the Mediterranean with 


their victorious fleets: I have already ſaid 


they loſt their liberty; ; and with it ſcience 
and national genius. The Turkiſh govern- 
ment has put the finiſhing hand to their 


misfortunes; Rhodes now only affords a few 


indigent wretches, without commerce, arts, or 
induſtry, becauſe they can have no property, 


who wander over the deſolated Plains of 


this once flouriſhing iſland. - 


Of the three cities founded, according to 
the fable, by the children of the ſun, Lindus 


alone has left any remarkable veſtiges. Ca- 


mirus and Jaliſus are totally deſtroyed (). 


" Leaving Rhodes, ſays Strabo, and ſailing 


* on. with, the, conſt e e ee e 


Strabo, lib; xiv;' 5 
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city we arrive at is Lindus, ſituated on a 
hill on the ſouth ſide of the iſland, and 
8 oppoſite Alexandria. The traveller here 
< admires the famous temple of the Lindian 
Minerva, built by the. daughters of Da- 
© naus(9).” Cadmus enriched it with magnifi- 
cent offerings. The inhabitants here conſecrated 
the ſeventh ode of Pindar's Olympics, which 


they inſcribed in letters of gold (r). The 


ruins of this noble edifice” are ſtill viſible 
on an eminence near the ſea. The remains 
of its walls, which were built wick enormous 
| Kones, diſcover the Egyptian taſte; but 
the columns and other ornaments have been 
carried off. On the higheſt part of the rock, 
we perceive the ruins of a caſtle that ſerved 
as a fortreſs to the town ; it occupied a large 
ſpace which is now filled with rubbiſh. 
The modern Lindus is ſituated” at the 
foot of this hill; a deep bay, which runs 
up far into the land, ſerves it as a harbour. 
Veſſels. find here good anchorage, in 

and twelve fathom "RO aber = dener 


(4) Diodorus Siculus, nb * 6. ie wis built by 
Danaus himſelf. 


(7) Demetrius Triclinius. 
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om the ſouth-weſterly winds which pre- 


vail during the rough ſeaſon of the Year. 
At the beginning of winter, they ſhould an- 


chor cloſe to a little village called Maſſary. 
Before the building of Rhodes, Lindus was 
the port reſorted to by the fleets of Egypt, and 
of Tyre. It was enriched by commerce, 
and a wiſe government, profiting by its 
harbour and Ee wn : night 1 1 render it 
A a flouriſhing city. 
About the middle of Rhodes is a kick 
mountain, which commands the whole iſland. 
It is called Artemira, and I imagine it to 
be the Mount Atabyris of Strabo (5). On 
it formerly was a temple of Jupiter, now 
no longer in exiſtence, but its place is ſup- 
plied by a ſmall chapel, to which the Greeks 
make pilgrimages. Mount Artemira is very 
ſteep, ſo that it is impoſſible to aſcend it on 


horſeback, and on foot it takes four hours 
to- reach the top. When there we enjoy a 
moſt magnificent proſpect.- On the edge of 


the horizon, towards the north-eaſt, we diſ- 
cover the ſummits of Mount n ; to _ 


0 We next arrive at Atabyris, the higheſt mountain 


in the country, on the ſummit of which is a temple 


of e Sends, lib; xiv.  * . 
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north, the high coaſt of Caramania; to the 
north-weſt, the ſmall iſlands of the Archi- 
pelago, which appear like luminous points; 
to the ſouth-weſt, the ſummit of Mount 
Ida, capped with clouds; and, to the ſouth, 
and ſouth-eaſt, the vaſt expanſe of waters 
which bathe the coaſts of Africa. This ex- 
tenſive proſpect varies every inſtant, as it 
is more or leſs illumined by the .rays of 
the ſun, and exhibits a moving ſcenery which 
aſtoniſhes and delights the beholder. After 
contemplating this grand picture, the eye 
looks down with pleaſure on the iſland which 
rounds itſelf beneath our feet ; and here and 
there we perceive, on the tops of the moſt 
| loſty hills, ancient pines, planted by nature, 
that in ages paſt formed thick foreſts, which 
the  Rhodians carefully preſerved for their 
navy. At preſent theſe trees are not very 
numerous, as the Turks make uſe of them 
to. build the Grand Signior's caravelles, and 
cut down without ever planting. Their 
ſolitary ſhades are at preſent the retreats 
of the wild aſſes, which are remarkable for 
their ſurpriſing ſwiftneſs. 
Beyond theſe firſt heights, we meet with 
various ape of eminences, which 
become 


o N EEE 1 . 


become gradually lower till we reach the 


ſea. In the greater part of the iſland, the 


coaſt is a gentle and almoſt inſenſible de- 


clivity ; therefore, ſhips may almoſt every 


where anchor at a cable's length from the 
ſhore, The hills in general are covered with 
thorns, or brambles ; but on ſome of them we 
find vineyards, which ſtill produce the per- 
fumed wine in ſuch requeſt among the an- 
cients (:). This wine is very pleaſant to 
the taſte, and leaves an exquiſite flavour in 
the mouth. The Rhodians added the luxury 
of drinking it out of voluptuous cups. It 
would be eaſy 'to multiply theſe vines, and 


cover with them hills of a great extent, wa. 


are now lying without cultivation. 


On the ſhady ſummit of Mount Arte- 


mira a great number of ſprings ariſe, which 
fertilize the plains ' and vallies. Around the 


villages, we find a few cultivated ſpots, and 
orchards, where the fig, pomegranate, and 


orange trees, though planted without regu- 


(0 Pliny. The wine of Rhodes reſembles that of Cos. 
en account. of „ we pefum wad agree fla- | 
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larity or taſte, afford, nevertheleſs, pleaſing 


ſhades; The peach trees, which, in the time 
of Pliny (2), produced no fruit at Rhodes, 
are at preſent very fruitful; but the peaches 
they bear have neither the flavour, nor the 
delicious juice of ours; as in this country they 
know nothing of the art of grafting. The 
palm flouriſhes here, as in the days of Theo- 
phraſtus (v), but produces no fruit. There 
ſeems to be a certain line drawn by nature 
for each ſpecies of tree, beyond which ſome 
will not e at all, ang others become bar- 
ren. 

In paſſing over the iland, we [San with 


| regret beautiful vallies, without finding ſo 
much as a village, a cottage, or even the 
ſmalleſt traces of cultivation. The bottoms 


of the rocks are covered with wild roſes. 
Myrtles * flower perfume the air l 


(u) The peach trees were tranſmi ited to us Hate) and 


with difficulty. They produce no fruit at Rhodes, which 


is the firſt place they were tranſplanted to from Egypt: 
ir I. xv. Cap. 13. 

(v) The nature of the foil contributes miiich! to 
fecundity.or ſterility. This is viſible in the peach and 
palm trees. The latter bears fruit in Egypt, and the 


adjacent countries; at Rhodes it only flowers. 
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their delicious emanations, and tufts of the 
laurel-roſe adorn” the banks of rivulets with 
their beautiful flowers. The inhabitants ſuf- 
fer the earth to nouriſh an infinity of uſeleſs 
plants, without endeavouring to direct or 
profit by its fecundity. 

But let us not too heavily cenſure the Greeks 
| for this torpid indolence. They are utterly un- 
able to attempt any thing for private advan- 
tage, or public utility. The deſtructive mo- 
nopoly of the Pacha prevents all exertion, 
and the continual ſervices impoſed on them 
by the Nazir wear them down with labour. 
This officer, who is ſuperintendant of nayal 
affairs, employs them, the greateſt part of the 
year, in cutting down wood to build the 
caravelles; which they are obliged to convey, 
with infinite difficulty, to Rhodes. What do 
you ſuppoſe he gives, Madam, for the con- 
veyance of a large tree, which has employed 
ſeveral men a conſiderable time? Fifteen ſols 
(ſeven-pence halfpenny). .But how much 
do you imagine each of theſe beams, de- 
livered at the arſenal, coſts the Grand Sig- 
nior ? Sixty livres ! (fifty ſhillings.) - 

The preſent Nazir, not being — thee. 
to read or write, is obliged to. employ Greeks 
| Hz 5 to 


— mu ̃ 
to manage his accounts, and theſe make no 
ſecret of his knavery. The pay of the build- 
ers, who labour in the dockyards, is fixed 
by the Porte; but this too he diminiſhes one 
half. If it happens to rain but an hour, 
that day's work is not reckoned; add to this, 
that in his accounts, he doubles the real 
number of the workmen. * 

The conſequence i is, that the caravelles built 
at Rhodes are very indifferent veſſels ; they 
remain ſo long upon the ſtocks, that their 
ribs ſometimes become rotten before they 
are finiſhed; but this does not hinder the 
builders from going on with the work. By 
this the Nazir ſoon amaſles great riches. 
The cries of the oppreſſed are heard on 
every ſide againſt his injuſtice; but they 
are not regarded. The oppreſſor replies to 
every complaint with money; he purchaſes 

with a number of purſes the protection of 
the Captain Pacha, and the profits he makes 
by his crimes enſure impunity. 

It is diſtreſſing, Madam, to dwell on uch 
acts of injuſtice, and to reflect that all the 
officers of government in theſe countries are 
alike guilty of them. Theſe wretches, blinded 
by ambition, think only of amaſſing wealth, 

8 , e 
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to procure higher employments at court. 


Can they be ignorant that they themſelves 
muſt then become the victims of the rapaci- 
. ty of the Grand Signior, who never fails to 
find them guilty, to profit by their ſpoils? 
But ſuch is the manner in which the Ot- 
toman provinces are governed; all the 
gold they poſſeſs is ſwallowed up in Con- 
ſtantinople; and while the capital overflows 
with riches, they are languiſhing in the ex- 
tremeſt poverty. The people, therefore, in 
deſpair, are every where ripe for rebellion, 
and ſhake the throne with violent concuſ- 
ſions. The empire, tottering to its founda- 
tions, is on the brink of ruin. Such are the 
effects of deſpotiſm. May ſovereigns never 
loſe ſight. of the important truth, that in 
proportion as they render their authority 
more abſolute, they really loſe their pow- 
er, and that they are never nearer deſtruc- 
tion than when a whole people tremble in 
their preſence! 

I fhall finiſh this ln letter, Madam, 
by ſaying a word or two of the national 
character of the Rhodians. This, like that 
of every other people, is modified by cli- 
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mate, government, and religion. The iſland 
enjoys the happieſt temperature, and its air 
is pure and ſalubrious. No epidemical diſ- 
orders are known, but what are imported 
from other countries. The weſterly winds, 
which prevail for nine months in the year, 
moderate the heats of ſummer; and, in the 

winter, ice, ſnow, and even hoar-froſts are 
unknown. In the dulleſt day, the ſun diſperſes 
the clouds, and ſhews himſelf at leaſt for 
ſome hours; through the whole year he 
enlightens the iſland with his beneficent rays, 
fertilizes the earth, and purifies the air, which 
is naturally humid. * Tiberius,” ſays Sue- 
tonius (x), made a ſtay for ſome time at 
% Rhodes, enchanted with the beauty and 
& falubrious climate of the iſland.” So fine 
a ſky, ſo delightful a temperature, have a 
manifeſt influence on the inhabitants. The 
Turks born in the iſland are of a milder 
diſpoſition, and poſſeſs more politeneſs and 
urbanity, than in the other provinces of the 

empire. Leſs expoſed than the Greeks to 
the rapacity of the great, and peaceably en- 
Joying their property, they here lead a hap- 


(x) Suetonius in Tiberio, cap. xi. 
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py Ufe in the boſom of their families, and 
among them we meet with cheerfulneſs, 


integrity, and ſocial manners. The Greeks | 


| live under the ſame ſky; but, accuſtomed per- 


petually to crouch beneath the iron ſceptre 


: that cruſhes them, they become hypocritical, 


deceitful, and diſhoneſt, The proudeſt of 


mankind in proſperity, they are equally mean 
and cringing in misfortune. They are infect- 


ed with all the vices which are the conſe- - 


quence of ſervitude; yet, compelled, as it were, 
by the force of climate, they ſometimes in- 
dulge in merriment : their joy, however, is 
not the mild and tranquil joy of the Turks; 
but a clamorous and irrational mirth ; the feſti- 


| vity, in ſhort, of ſlaves, who, forgetting, for 


a moment, their wretched condition, dance 
amid their chains. 


I did not myſelf continue long enough in 


Rhodes, to have made all the obſervations 
collected in this letter: I am indebted for 
them to M. Potonier, my hoſt, who had re-- 
ſided five years in the country, and knows 
it perfectly. 

I have the honour to wy &. 
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LETTER 
LETTER XIV, 


To M. L. M. 

1 QUITTED with regret, Madam, the 
ille of Rhodes, where ſo many memorable 
events were continually recurring to my 
mind. While the veſſel was bearing us far 
from its ſhore, my eye ſtill continued fixed 
on this ancient country of the arts, and I 
could not but lament its deſtiny. Will thoſe 
happy days never return, when every po- 
liſhed nation did homage to this iſland; when 
the talents of her artiſts, and the eloquence 
of her orators, attracted a crowd of foreigners? 
When ſcience has once ceaſed to enlighten a 
country, muſt it remain for ever obſcured by 
barbarous darkneſs? No: I would rather 
wiſh to believe that the glorious days of 
Greece will again return, and that a people 
inimical to deſpotiſm, again eſtabliſhing a wiſe 
ſyſtem of government, will reſtore its ſciences 
and arts. Such were my reflections as we 
ſailed through the ſtrait which ſeparates 

Roe | 
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Rhodes from the continent of Aſia. If this 


iſland had a navy, it might become miſtreſs. 


of that paſſage, and command the entrance 


of the Archipelago to the Eaſt ; which poſt, 


in the hands of any other nation but the 
Turks, would be of the greateſt importance. 

We continued advancing ſlowly, The 
wind, impeded by the high lands, ſcarcely 
ſwelled our fails, and, at length, entirely 
ceaſed, and left us, for two days, becalmed. 
The ſea was perfectly unruffled, and reflected 


the rays of the ſun like a poliſhed mirror, 
while the motionleſs veſſel ſeemed nailed to 


its ſurface. The firſt time we ſail in theſe 


ſeas we imagine ourſelves in the midſt of a 
great lake, as we are continually ſurrounded 
either by iſlands or the continent. The land 
appears on every part of the horizon, and, 


whichever way we direct our view, we per- 


ceĩve perpendicular rocks, or threatening ſhoals. 


The ſight, however, has nothing terrible 
in it to the mariner, who well knows he can 


ceeaſily find ſhelter from the one in in- 


numerable harbours. 
Proceeding onward, with a . 
breeze, we had overſhot Syme, ſo famous for 
its ſpunges; and, leaving Telos, thehighgrounds 
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of which we perceived on the edge of the hor. 
on to the ſouth, we were about to enter 


the bay of Cos, at F e 8 N 
Stanchio. 
I was ardently Ang to 6 the country 
of Hippocrates, and Apelles, when the wind 
ſuddenly died away, and left us in ſight of 
Niſyros; which Neptune (s), as fables tell, 
raiſed out of the ſea ow a ſtroke of his tri- 
dent. 
The calm we had enjoyed was deceitful ; - 
beneath it lurked the tempeſt. The weſt was 
overcaſt with dark clouds, and the wind ſoon 
began to blow from that quarter in violent 
ſqualls. The captain inſtantly put about his 
ſhip, and, far from endeavouring to gain the 
port of Niſyros, ſteered directly from it be- 
fore the wind, and took refuge in a deep 
bay of the. iſle of Syme. Thus, in a few 
Hours, we loſt all the way we had re gl in 


feveral days. 
This iſland, which received .its name Goin | 


Syme, a () daughter of Jalyſus, is a depen- 


Dency of Rhodes. It is only a rock of mA 


O0 e eee 
(2) Ibid. 


5 extent, 


extent, the foil of which, extremely ſtony, 


and burnt up by the heat of the ſun, pro- 


_ duces neither grain nor fruit. A few vine- 
yards among the rocks yield a good wine, 
but the reſt of the iſland: is barren ; and no- 
thing is to be found upon it but briars, wild 
almond-trees, thorns, and tufts of myrtle in 
the more moiſt places. The fiſhery for 
: ſpunges, which grow in abundance round the 
Iſland, is the only ſupport of its inhabitants. 


Men, women, and children, all know how to 


dive, and plunge into the waters in ſearch of 
the only patrimony beſtowed on them by 
nature. The men, eſpecially, are inimitable 
in this dangerous art ; they throw themſelves 
into the ſea, and dive to a very great depth; 
but they frequently ſtrain themſelves by re- 
taining their breath too long, and, on coming 
out of the water, often vomit great quantities 
of blood. Sometimes they are in danger 
of deſtruction from the monſters of the 


deep. The knife they carry in their hands 
would be but an inadequate weapon for their 


defence; but, accuſtomed perfectly to di 


tinguiſh objects through that pellucid ele- 8 


ment, as ſoon as they diſcover theſe voracious 


fiſh, they ſhoot VP, with the greateſt x rapidity 
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«5b 
from a prodigious depth, and in an inſtant 
are in their boat. Theſe particulars I learned 
from a diver of the country; he complained 
of violent pains in his loins, the hardſhips of 
his condition, and the little profit he derived 
from his occupation; and I cannot doubt but 
he had ſufficient reaſon. He had a ſon with 
him in his boat, ten years of age, whom he 
was teaching his trade, the only gr Ear 
he had to leave him. Oh 
The bad weather detaining us ſome days 1 
the harbour of Syme, I made an excurſion 
into the iſland, and viſited the village inha- 
bited by the divers. Every thing I ſaw was 
a proof of poverty and diſtreſs: the ſtreets are 
narrow and dirty, and the houſes only miſer- 
able huts, into which day- light can ſcarcely 
penetrate. The people, who have a reſerved 
and melancholy air, appear abſorbed in their 
_ own wretchedneſs, and exhibit none of that 
lively curioſity uſually inſpired by the fight of 
ſtrangers. Both men and women are dreſſed 
in the fame manner; they all wear the long 
robe, the ſaſh, and a ſhawl round their heads, 
and are only to be diſtinguiſhed by the dif- 
ference of features. Theſe miſerable people 
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the moſt hideous of all the ſcourges that aſſſict 


humanity, is very common at Syme. The 
vretched victims, who ſuffer from it, are ſeen 


ſtretching out their hands to paſſengers at a 
diſtance, and begging alms with a voice 
ſcarcely audible; they are ſeparated from all 
ſociety, and drag on the remainder of a 
dreadful life in torments. Shuddering at 
what I ſaw, I was about to return to the 


| ſhip, when a Greek prieſt forced me, by 


repeated ſolicitations, to go into his houſe. 


He made me fit down on a ſmall wooden ſeat, 


the only one he had, while he himſelf 
ſquatted down upon a wretched mat. He told 
me that he had been at Rome, where he had 
ſtudied in the ſeminary de propaganda; that 
he had been made choice of for Oy. of 


all the bie . of Way I congra- 
tulated him on his taſte and his travels, but 
could not help inquiring within myſelf. how 
it was poflible to like ſuch a place of abode. 


This good father was very old; a long white 


beard deſcended on his breaſt ; his appearance 


was venerable; and whether 15 really thought 


himſelf happy in the ſtation where Heaven 
had placed 2 or whether he felt a ſatis- 
| faction 
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faction in converſing with an e in 


the Italian language, which he had almoſt 


forgotten during forty cars abſence from 


his eyes, and he loaded me with compli- 
ments. He quitted me for an inſtant, dived 


into a dark hole he called his cellar, and 


returned immediately with a large pitcher of 


wine; out of which he poured ſome into a 
ſmall wooden porringer, and, after moiſten- 
ing his lips, deſired me to drink. The ap- 
pearance of the veſſel gave me ſome diſguſt, 
and I wiſhed to decline the compliment, but 
the laws of hoſpitality forbade me. It would 


have been improper to offend my hoſt :+ I | 
therefore took the cup, and drank his health; 
. drank alſo to mine, and again preſented it 
to me, but I politely refuſed. I remembered 


that Baucis and Philemon dwelt in a little 
cottage, and that their table was only three 
ſeet long; but could not but recollect that 
their veſſels, ſimple as they were, were neat 


and ſhining, and that cleanlineſs in every 


thing about them almoſt concealed their indi- 


gence. My good old man was as poor as 


that virtuous couple; but his ragged mat, his 
ſmoaky roof, and his cup as black as ſoot, 
| CL had 
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ON A t ny 
kad nothing in them to gratify either the 


ſenſe of ſmelling, or of ſight. I left him 
with thanks for his politeneſs; he wiſhed me 


a proſperous 1 and we parted good 
| friends. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
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LETTER XV. 
| To M. I. M. 


A FTER nn days ſtay in the harbour 
of Syme, we ſet ſail, intending to return to 
the bay of Cos, make the north part of the 
iſland, and then take our departure for Can- 
dia, The weſterly winds would then no 


longer have been unfavourable : but our evil 
genius again met us at the opening of the 


Straights.* Twice were we prevented from 
entering, and twice driven back toward Ni- 


ſyros. Our captain, conſidering this diſap- 


pointment as the conſequence of a decree of 
fate, paſſed the ſouthern point of Stanchio, 
and bore away directly for the iſle of Crete. 
The wind continued to blow with violence 
from the north-weſt : the waves beat: furi- 
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ouſly againſt the ſides of the veſſel, and ſome- 
times broke over the deck with -a dreadful 


noiſe. During the night we were greatly 


alarmed ; a large wave forced into the cap- 
tain's cabin, where I lay, and my ſervant's 
bed, which was next the door, was laid under 
water: he jumped out of his ſleep, thought 
himſelf drowning in the ſea, and ſet up a 
hideous cry. I got up in a fright, and, ſeeing 


the cabin full of water, thought the veſlel had 


opened her ſides; but we were ſoon relieved 
from our fears; the water had entered by the 


hatches, which had been left open, and, on 


ſhutting them down, we were ſufficiently 


ſecured from ſuch accidents. 


At day-break we diſcovered the iſle of Dia, 


now commonly called Standia, where veſſels _ 
touch in their way to Candia, being obliged to 
unload here part of their merchandize, as the 


harbour of the capital, almoſt choaked up 


ſince it has been in the poſſeſſion of the Turks, 


will not admit veſſels of more than two hun- 


dred tons when fully laden. We were mak- 
ing great way, and entertained hopes of, at 
length, reaching our defired haven. All on 


board were in high ſpirits, and congratulating 


each other that we had OY one hour's fail, 
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when the wind ſuddenly Mhifted to the weſt, 
and blew very hard. The ſhip began to 
drift, and ſolicitude and diſappointment ſuc- 


ceeded to our flattering hopes. The captain 
in vain uſed every effort not to loſe way, by 
making repeated tacks, in which we approach- 


ed the iſle of Crete near enough to diſcover 


the verdant ſlopes of the hills near the ſnore; 


but this delightful proſpect only aggravated 
our misfortune. For two days and nights we 
have continued tacking before Standia, with- 
out being able to gain the harbour. 

The wind continuing to increaſe, the ſea 
became furious, and the waves broke violent= 
ly over the deck. The veſſel, too deeply 
laden, would but ill obey the helm, and 


every moment ſeemed ready to be ſwallowed 


up amid the liquid mountains that hung over 
us on every fide. The captain, yielding to 


neceſſity, once more put before the wind, 
and ſteered for the iſle of Caſos. We now 


went at a great rate, and, in a few hours, the 


rocks, which ſhut in the road, opened to our 


view: the ſea daſhed againſt them with a 
dreadful noiſe, and the foaming breakers roſe 
to a prodigious height. As we drew nearer, 
our ſituation appeared ſtill more perilous. 
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None of the crew were acquainted with the 
road, or knew where to caſt anchor. They 
had intended at firſt to come within the ſhoal 
to the weſt, and were on the brink of certain 
deſtruction. In an inſtant we found ourſelves 
amid the breakers, which are there almoſt 
level with the ſurface of the water. The crew 
turned pale at their danger, inſtantly put 
about the helm, and we eſcaped ſhipwreck 
only by the length of the veſſel. Had the ſhip 
refuſed to obey the helm, ſhe muſt have driven 
on ſharp rocks, which would have daſhed her 
into a thouſand pieces. A large bark, which 
lay at anchor behind a ſmall iſland on the 
north fide of the road, ſaved us, by pointing 
out the true anchoring ground. 
| We have now, Madam, been at ſea above 
ſix weeks, conſtantly buffeted by the winds, 
driven from iſland to iſland, from country to 
country, and ſeeking Candia, as Ulyſſes ſought 
Ithaca. His voyages every day appear to me 
more probable, Our ſailors, it is true, are 
unworthy of the days of Homer: on the 
ſmalleſt appearance of bad weather, they run 
to hide themſelves in the neareſt harbour. 
Since our departure from Alexandria, a French 
captain would have made ſix voyages to Crete. 
„ | e 
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The ſuperſtition of theſe Greeks is equal to 
their ignorance, They really believe their ſhip 
enchanted, and look oa me with an evil eye: 


I am poſitively afraid they conſider me as the 


magician, whoſe ſorceries occaſion their miſ- 
fortunes. Fanatic as they are to an exceſs, 
they may take it into their heads, that their 


_ diſappointments are occaſioned by an heretic, 


and that, by throwing him into the ſea, the 
perſecution of Heaven will ceaſe. Be that as 


it may, ſome of them have actually been in 


the boat, in ſearch of a Greek prieſt, to de- 
ſtroy the enchantment. He, not long ago, 


came on board in his ceremonial habit, with 


a a cenſer in one hand, and a goupillon (a veſſel 
for ſprinkling the holy water) in the other, 
He wore a long gown over his black robe; and 
his long beard, contracted eyebrows, and point- 


ed bonnet, made him rather appear the magi- 


cian himſelf. A baſon of holy water was car- 


ried before him by a boy; and the grave father 


began by ſprinkling our chamber, without 
ſparing any who were preſent. He gave his 
benediction to the crew, the decks, the maſts, 
and every rope; repeating a great variety 


of forms of exorciſm, to free us from the 


power of Satan. He afterward went over the 
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whole ſhip, with the cenſer in his hand, and 
burning perfumes, of which each of us had 
his ſhare. After the ceremony was over, the 
prieſt held out a little baſon, into which a 
few pieces of money were thrown, and he 
departed promiſing us a proſperous voyage, 
and much good fortune. The ſailors now 
believing themſelves unbewitched, appeared 
perſealy ſatisfied ; and cannot perceive that 
their ignorance and inexperience is the only 
charm that has obſtructed them in their | 
voyage: to difcover this would imply a de- 
gree of knowledge to which they are utter 
ſtrangers. Superſtition is the daughter of 
ignorance, which is born with the human 
race, and with that alone will be deſtroyed. 
The Greeks, endowed with a lively and ac- 
tive imagination, appear at all times to have 
been more ſubject to this weakneſs than other 
nations, as ſeems ſufficiently proved by the 
- multitude of temples dedicated to Neptune in 
the iſlands of the Archipelago, and the tragi- 
cal ſtory of the ſacrifice of Iphigenia, to ob- 
tain favourable winds. es: 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


LET. 


LETT E R X. 


To M. L. M. 
Caſos. ; 


Y V E muſt not always conſider the obſtacles 


we meet with at ſea, Madam, as a misfortune, 
ſince ſometimes we may derive more advan- 


tage and improvement from adverſe. winds 


than -from proſperous gales. After having 
been for two days within ſight of the ſmiling 
ſhores of Crete, without being able to land 
there; and after contemplating, not without 
repining at our fate, the verdant fields and 
beauteous proſpects of that country, I mur- 
mured againſt the wind, which had compelled 
us to abandon them, and our anchoring in 
the road of Caſos ſeemed to me a misfortune. 
Since I have become acquainted with the in- 


habitants of that iſland, however, I have ſeen 


reaſon to alter my opinion, and the wind 
muſt detain us here a long time before I wiſh 
it to change. 

& (a) Caſos is one of the Cyclades.... It 
received its name from Caſo, father of 


| (a) Steph. Byzant. The French captains, by a cor- 
ruption of the name, call it Ie du Gaze. 
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c Cleomachus. This little iſland ſent a co- 
ce lony to Mount Caſius, dependent on Syria.” 
& (5) Caſos, ſays Strabo, © is diſtant from Car- 
„ pathus (now called Scarpanto) ſeventy ſta- 

« dia, or two leagues and a half, and two 
cc hundred and fifty ſtadia, or nine leagues, 
from Samonium (c), a promontory of Crete. 
It is eighty ſtadia (three leagues) in circum- 
c“ ference; on it is a town of the ſame name, 
“ and round it ſeveral ſmaller iſlands.” Pliny 
(d) gives the diſtances very differently; but 
he was miſtaken, I have viſited the places, 
and muſt pronounce in favour of the accuracy 
of Strabo. | 

The ifle of Caſos has ſuffered * common 
fate of the Archipelago. It is now ſubject to 
the Turks, but they dare not inhabit it, be- 
cauſe is has no fort. They would be afraid 
of being made priſoners by the privateers of 

Malta, as has happened to them more than 
once at Antiparos, and other places deſtitute 
of fortreſſes. This fear is a moſt fortunate 
_ circumſtance for the inhabitants, who owe to 


(5) Strabo, lib. x. 


(c) This pramontory, ſituated on the 1 fide of the 
iſland of Crete, is now called Cape Solomon. 
(4) Pliny, lib. iv. c. 12. 
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that alone the tranquillity, happineſs, and li- 
berty they enjoy. 

The day after we caſt anchor, I was im- 
patient to go on ſhore. The boat accordingly 
was launched, and we rowed toward the rocks 
which ſurround the iſland, but were at a loſs 
where to land. Every part of the ſhore was 
defended by dangerous ſhoals, over which the 
- foaming waves broke with great noiſe and 
violence. On whichever ſide we caſt our 
eyes, Caſos appeared inacceſſible. At length 
one of the inhabitants perceiving our embar- 
raſſment, came down from the village, and 
pointed out to us, by waving his handker- 
chief, the place to which we ſhould direct our 
courſe. We reached the place, after coaſting 
about a league along the iſland. The ground 
here becomes lower, and forms a valley, at 
the extremity of which a ſmall baſon has been 


dug for the reception of boats. The entrance 
is only twelve feet wide, and very difficult of 


acceſs, as it muſt be paſſed through exactly in 
the middle. If the boat ſhould touch the ſides, 
which are ſharp rocks, it would be in great 


danger of being daſhed to pieces. Add to 


this that, when we arrived before the entrance, 
a violent ſwell was OE out of it. The 
Caſiot 
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Caſiot called one of his- countrymen, and 
placing themſelves on each ſide, they made a 
ſign to us to pull ſtrong. As ſoon as our 
boat had entered the dangerous paſs, they 
guided it with long poles, to prevent it from 
ſtriking againſt the rocks, and thus conducted 
it into port. Through this paſſage alone 
is it poſſible to get on ſhore in the iſland. 
The inhabitants might widen it if they choſe, 
but they prefer leaving it thus dangerous, 
fince while it remains ſo, they are under little 
apprehenſion from their enemies. | 

The Caſiot, who had ſhewn us the harbour, 
politely invited us to go up to the village, 
and we followed him with pleaſure. I was 
dreſſed in the French ſtyle, with a ſword, hat, 
and every other appurtenance of the dreſs of 
my nation. The news of the arrival of 
ſtrangers ſoon ſpread, and the women and 
children came out of their houſes, ahd waited 
for us at the top of the hill. They ſhewed a 
great deal of curioſity, and examined us at- 
tentively. When we paſſed them, they all 
modeſtly caſt down their eyes. Among the 
crowd, there were ſome very handſome. . Se- 
veral of them ſaluted us, wiſhing us a good 
day, Ang + 15 Tou are welcome!“ and we 
anſwered 


ſion: © May the day be happy for Fo: and 
for your gueſts !” 
The guide, who conducted us, was one . of 
the principal inhabitants of the iſland. He 
prefled me to ſtep into his houſe, and intro- 


duced me into a hall, which, though not 
magnificently furniſhed, was ſufficiently pro- 
vided with every thing conducive to cleanli- 
neſs and convenience. Around it was a ſopha. 


He ſeated me on a raiſed bench, and placed 
himſelf below, while breakfaſt was preparing. 
Soon after, his wife and daughter appeared, 
with new-laid eggs, figs, and grapes. The 
girl bluſhed at fight of a ſtranger, whoſe 


dreſs muſt, no doubt, appear to her very ex- 


traordinary. Whilſt we were breakfaſting with 


a good appetite, and my hoſt was pouring 
me out- ſome excellent wine in a large glaſs, 
moſt of the women of the village came to 
pay him a viſit. They faluted us, and ſeated 


themſelves, without ceremony, round the 


apartment. They had heen brought ivy cu- 


rioſity, and ſoon began to whiſper one ano- 
ther, and make their remarks. on the F rench 


dreſs. Europeans rarely land in this ſoilitary 


iſland, and the inhabitants, accuſtomed t o ſee 


? | not; bing 


anſwered them with*He uſual eaſtern expreſ- = 


. 
W 2 — I : / ae cute» 3 3 * N 8 4 | 
as ds Se ou „E BL . — TREES * « P ĩ ˙—õ? at ro 2 * WT 
— o 2 * 4 — — — Wy - P — > > 


— 


WEL re ˙ —— — 
W 7 > 
. 

— 8 


— 


. 
ee eee 


— Se, 
3 
Le 


. 


Ss 
: = - , * $, 
— — — — — ä — 69322 — — — ws a — rn 2 — 


— 


— 
— os 


e 


D 


D > WPF. 
2 BT: 
I VPP 
3 — 2 


D por 
e 
” * — — * 
mY Cre. ID 4 rs 
* 2K . EEE, 


=. Teer 14 K-68 


nothing but bald heads, wrapped round with 
ſhawls, long robes faſtened with ſaſhes, and 
venerable beards, could not but view with 
aſtoniſhment a foreigner with long plaited 
hair, without muſtachios, and wearing a 
cocked hat, and ſhort coat, that came no 
lower than his knees. They appeared greatly 
ſtruck with the contraſt, and a half ſmile, 
which was ſometimes viſible on their coun- 
tenances, was not improbably a ſign they were 


employed in making ſatyrical obſervations on 


the peculiarities of my habit, while I, on my 
fide, was no leſs-amuſed with them. My at- 
tention was eſpecially engaged by two young 
females, who would have been acknowledged 
to be handſome, even in Paris | 

The leaſt of the two had eyes full of fire, 
and fine black eyebrows, equally arched. Her 
complexion was rather brown, but her fea- 
tures extremely animated. Her cheeks, deli- 
cately rounded, were every inſtant adorned 
with freſh roſes. Her delicate little mouth 

ſeemed formed to ſay charming things. When 
| the ſniiled, teeth white as ſnow agreeably 
contraſted the vermilion of her lips; and 
a moſt enchanting vivacity animated her 
whole countenance, which ſeemed to ſparkle 
8 with 
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With wit and repartee. Her ebon locks faſt- 
ened, according to the manner of the country, 
to the crown of her head, fell negligently on 
a neck which ſeemed of poliſhed ivory, 
and terminated with a delightful ſwell in the 
moſt charming boſom ever ſeen. A boddice 
without ſleeves, opening a little towards the 
top, afforded a glimpſe of the exact propor- 
tion of her beautiful ſhape. A robe of the 
whiteſt and fineſt cotton, edged with a purple 
border, four fingers wide, and elegantly em- 
broidered, deſcended to her feet, and her waiſt 
was looſely girded 8 a ſaſh, which 8888 
round her. | 

The ſecond diſputed with her the palm of 
beauty. Her ſhape was more elegant, and her 
carriage more noble. Her eyes ſhone with a 
ſoft languor, and ſeemed formed to- inſpire 
love and delight, while her long eye-laſhes, 
modeſtly lowered, concealed their ſplendor, 
as if ſhe were afraid of betraying the ſecrets 
of her ſoul. Her complexion was fairer, and 
her cheeks, leſs coloured, diſplayed the lily 
Nightly tinctured with the roſe. Her fea- 
tures, though ſcarcely ſo expreſſive as thoſe 
of her companion, had more regularity, and 
were models of ſymmetry and juſt proportion. 
| . | | At 
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At the firſt glance, ſhe but juſt appeared what 
may be called handſome, but on more mature 
conſideration, the perfection of the whole of 
her beauties enforced the higheſt admiration, 
The charms of the former inſpired a ſudden 
Joy, and it was impoſſible to look on her 
without pleaſure. Thoſe of the latter made 
leſs impreſſion at the firſt view, but, on exa- 
mination, an irreliſtible attraction forced 
every heart of ſenſibility to 0 pay her ſincereſt 
homage. 

All the women, who honoured us with 
their preſence, were dreſſed in the ſame man- 
ner. They all wore the jacket, the ſaſh, and 
the long robe of cotton. The only difference 
eonſiſted in the embroidery, which varied ac- | 
cording to their different taſtes, and in the 
manner of wearing their hair, which ſome of 
them ſuffered to flow upon their ſhoulders in 
one or more treſſes, while others faſtened it 
to the crown of the head, letting it fall down 
again upon the neck. The two I have juſt 
mentioned were not the only ones who were 
handſome, but their NE 5 to me 
moſt attractive. 

Jou may poſſibly i imagine, la: PET} 
after the ſad ſcenes to which I had been for 
| ſome 
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ſome time accuſtomed, my imagination was 
inflamed at the ſight of theſe lovely females, 
and that J have taken a pleaſure in embelliſhing 
them. That may indeed be the caſe; but if 
it be, the illuſion was of ſome duration. I 
paſſed eight days in the iſland, and would 
not wiſh to alter a ſingle feature in the por- 
traits I have drawn. I have deſcribed what 
I ſaw, and what I felt. I own to you, how- 
ever, that my ſurpriſe was equal to my plea- 
ſure. I expected to find on this rock, only 
miſerable ſlaves, groaning under the oppreſ- 
ſions of the Turks; inſtead of which I met 
with a cheerful and happy people, who were 
fortunate enough to be able to preſerve their 


liberty amid the deſpotiſm and tyranny with = 


which they are ſurrounded. 

As ſoon as breakfaſt was over, the ladies 
retired. My hoſt conducted me into another 
apartment ; and, to inſpire me with confidence 
in his countrymen, and eſpecially in himſelf, 
he drew out of a cheſt two certificates, ſigned 
by two captains, of Provence, which he de- 
fired me to read. The firſt of theſe contained 
the following words: 

« Frenchmen, whom the tempeſt may 
« throw upon this iſland, confide in the in- 
habitants. 


* 
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« habitants. I was ſhipwrecked on theſe 
* rocks, and they afforded me every ſuccour 
that men owe each W in ſimilar miſ- 
« fortunes.” Cot 
The other ran thus: © I warn "oe of my 
1 countrymen, as chance may bring into the 
«© Iſle du Gaze, to be upon their guard, and 
% put no confidence in the inhabitants. 
They are a ſet of thieves and knaves, and 
« ſtrangers have "OF thing to ane 
© from their rapacity.“ 

I returned this Senate writing to my hoſt 
with an air of ſatisfaction, telling him, I had 
no occaſion for theſe teſtimonies, to convince 
me of his honeſty, He locked it up carefully, 
thinking he poſſeſſed a treaſure, and this con- 
fidence gave me a favourable opinion of him. 
It was true, that he was ignorant of the con- 
' tents, and that the ſecond captain had deceived 
him, but I could not wiſh to rectify his miſtake 
in a thing on which he ſeemed to ſet ſo great a 
value: eſpecjally as this paper, at the worſt, 

could only produce a ſalutary diffidence in ſuch 

as might read it. As for myſelf, I adhered to 
dtce firſt teſtimonial, and continued to live in 

familiarity with the Caſiots. The only pre- 
caution I took was, never to be ſeen without 
being 
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being well 8 and attended by a ſer- 
vant; even this, however, was unneceſſary, 
for I never experienced any thing. from theſe 
people but the kindeſt treatment. _ 
Deſirous of obtaining ſome knowledge of 
the iſland, I ſet out from the village, and di- 
rected my courſe toward the higheſt. moun- 
tain, which I reached in an hour's walk. 
From hence we may diſcover Carpathus, 
which appears to be at no great diſtance, 
and extends from eaſt to weſt. In front of 
the village, three little iſlands ſituated to the 
eaſt, weſt, and north, Form the extenſive road 
in which our veſſel lay at anchor. They 
are uncultivated, and produce nothing but 
brambles, Below the kill from which I made 
my obſervations, ſtands a ſmall chapel ſur» 
rounded; by fig-trees. . Here begin a chain 
of hills, that, bending into a ſemicircle, 
leave in the middle a plain of a league in cir- 
cumference, which has been cleared out by 
the inhabitants, with infinite labour. They 
have torn up large pieces of rock, and re- 
moved heaps of ſtones, with which they have 
formed the walls. of the incloſure. All this 
ſpace i is divided into compartments, and ſhar- = 
ed among ge: Caſjots,, TT oy ** ey and 
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) ed to the houſe of my hoſt, where thi 


wheat here it the commenckment of the rainy 
ſeaſon, 1 which lafts from October to February. 
The rain is not continual in theſe months, 
but none falls in any other; the remainder 
of 'the year the air is pure lade rene, and 
both days and nights continually fine arid 
clear. The heats are moderated by the 


fea breezes, and Beneath ſo bezutiful a ſky 
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2 are e alinoft 5 to every kind of diſ- 
2 ſides of the hills are covered with 

wehe, the grapes. of which produce a 

very agreeable wine. I could not help ad- 


miring the induſtry with which thefe ifland- 


ers have been able to cultivate rocks, hardly 
covered with a W. inches of earth, Aid re- 


Joiced in the reflection that they were recom- 
penſed for their labours, and that the iſland 


ſufficed for their ſubſiſtencde. 


When I had ſatisfied my curiofity, I tetnrn- 


waiting for me to dine; A hen; with rice, new- 
laid eggs,' excellent Pigeons, ſome cheefe, and 
a glaſs of good wine, made me amends for 
the miſerable repaſts T had made on board. 
The men dined together, ſeated in a Girdle 
on i the carpet, and W women ina ws SA 
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apartment. This is the cuſtom, and, though 
not in the French taſte, I was obliged to con- 
form to it. Towards the end of our meal the 
cup was circulated from hand to hand. The 
company drank to me, wiſhing me a pro- 
ſperous voyage; and I returned the compli- 
ment, by drinking health and happineſs to 
the people of Caſos. The gueſts were begin- 


ning to grow merry, when the ſound of 


muſical inftruments made us riſe from table. 
About twenty young girls, dreſſed all in 
white, with flowing robes, and plaited locks, 


entered the apartment, and with them a 


young man who played on the lyre, which he 
accompanied with his voice. Several of them 
were handſome, 0 healthy and lively, and 
there were among them ſome who even rivalled 
the two belles I have already deſcribed. I muſt 
own, Madam, that this ſcene appeared to 
me enchanting. The uniform dreſs of theſe 
nymphs, the modeſty which heightened their 
charms, their becoming baſhfulneſs, their joyous 
but decent merriment, all contributed to make 
me almoſt imagine myſelf ſuddenly tranſ- 
ported to the iſland of Calypſo. They began 
to range themſelves in a ring, and invited me 
to dance. I did not wait for many entrea- 

K 2 | ties 


* 


= CT — — — , _ < — x - F y a — — 
v r OE „ bo 5 ; 
. AE e 2 * * 
1 * Y 3 Fr * ” 


132. LE TT TT ERS 
ties. The circle we formed is ſingular from 


the manner in which it is interwoven: the 


dancer does not give his hand to the two 
perſons next him, but to thoſe next them, 
ſo that you have your hands croſſed before 
your neighbours, who are thus locked, as it 


were, in the links of a double chain. This inter- 


weaving is not without pleaſure, for reaſons by 
no means difficult to underſtand. In the mid- 
dle of the circle ſtood the - muſician, who 


played and ſang at the ſame time, while all 


the dancers kept exact time in advancing, re- 
treating, or turning round him. For myſelf, 
I followed where my partners led me, my 
mind being leſs occupied with the dance than 
with the charming females who compoſed it. 
The next day I took a view of the vil- 


lage. It conſiſts of about a hundred houſes, 


each of them inhabited by a ſingle family : 
they are all of ſtone, built very ſtrong : 


and contain, in general, two or three lower | 


parlours, with a couple of rooms above. 


Each houſe has its oven, and ciſtern, cut out of 


the rock. The latter are filled during the rainy 
ſeaſon, and the water is preferved in them 


pure and limpid. Wa this, a hundred 
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paces below the village 3 is a fine ſpring, which 


flows the whole year. 
J entered ſeveral houſes, where I found 


the women employed in ſpinning, and em- 


broidering, and ſome in making the fine li- 
nens which they wear. Their frames are 
ſmall, but well contrived, and they work 


with a great deal of ſkill. I every where 


met with activity, induſtry, and neatneſs, 


I afterwards paid viſits to ſeveral of the 


girls I danced with the day before, and 
was received very favourably. I entered 
into converſation with them, and inquired 


why ſo many pretty women were. to be 


| ſeen in the iſland, and ſo few men, for I 


had only met with five or fix. They an- 


- ſwered that, during the ſpring, the ſummer, 
and part of autumn, the men were out at 
ſea. They trade,” ſaid they, to differ- 
«* ent iſlands of the Archipelago, and re- 
turn from time to time, to bring their 
families the proviſions they may ſtand in 


need of, but only paſs the winter with 


* them. They ſow the land in November, 
« pet in the harveſt in March, and, immedi- 
d ately afterward, return to ſea. The pro- 
ha: duce of the iſland not being ſuffcient for 
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“the maintenance of its inhabitants, they 
„are forced to ſeek ſupplies from other coun- 
< tries, with the aſſiſtance of which, if we 
are not rich, we live at leaſt in a comfort- 
« able mediocrity. The boys accompany 
ce their fathers, and become ſailors: while 
they are abſent, we ſpin cotton as you ſee, 
and weave a part of it for their Jong 
« and our own. | 
In theſe viſits I could not but admire the 
regularity and wiſdom of this little republic, 
the peace and harmony that reigned among 
its members, and, above all, that cheerfulneſs 
and content, which was ſo viſible in their 
countenances. Happy people! ſaid I to my- 
ſelf; ambition and intrigue trouble not your 
tranquillity ; the thirſt of gold hath not cor- 
rupted your manners; the quarrels, diſſenſions, 
and crimes with which it hath covered 
the earth, are to you unknown. Here no 
citizen, proud of his titles, or his wealth, 
tramples under foot his humble countrymen z p 
no cringing valet flatters the vices of his 
maſter z ; man is equal to man, nor does the 
Caſiot bluſh, or abaſe himſelf before the Ca- 
Hot. Reſpect and mutual eſteem unite you. 


Your r ern conſiſt in the pure pleaſures 
which 


ON GREECE: 735 


which nature offers to all her children, and 
your happineſs i is founded on the durable ba- 
ſis of mediocrity and equality! _ 

The reſpe& I owe to truth, 5 ob 
liges me to confeſs that, in a private converſa- 
tion with ſome of theſe handſome Caſiot girls, 
I drew a flattering picture of the happy lot of 
the ladies of France. I repreſented them as 
elegantly dreſſed, adorned with gold, filk, and 

diamonds ; conveyed in ſuperb carriages from 
ſhow to ſhow, and from entertainment to en- 
tertainment, ſurrounded by admirers only at- 
tentive to give them pleaſure,. and wholly oc- 
cupied with their amuſements, and a ſucceſ- 
ſion of new delights. I had only pourtrayed 
the roſes of a life apparently ſo delicious, 
and my admiring hearers ſeemed enchanted 
with my deſcription. They ſighed, regretted 
their condition, and, deſpiſing the humbler 
pleaſures to Which they were born, could 
have wiſhed to have been tranſported inſtantly , 
to France. So natural is it to the human 
heart to quit the happineſs it enjoys for the 
brilliant chimeras of imagination. 

Another day I; paid a viſit to two \ ſiſters 
who were. ſaid to be very amiable. Melan- 
1 reigned. i in their houle, and ſighs eſ⸗ 
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caped them amid their occupations. | The 
eldeſt, who was about eighteen, was tall, well 
made, and had a very pleaſing countenance. 
She had not been at the ball. A deep grief 
caſt a veil over her beauty, and her cheeks 
had loſt almoſt all their colour. A dying 
flame ſhone languidly in her eyes, and tears 
feemed ready to ſtart. How much was I af- 


| fefted ! Her younger ſiſter ſhared in her ſor- 
rows, and reſembled a flower which, growing 
in the ſhade, receives not the beneficent rays 
of the ſun, but languiſhes at its opening. I 


could have wiſhed to confole theſe affſicted 
charmers ; but I had no claim whatever on 
their hearts, and, in fo ſhort a time, could not 


inſpire them with ſufficient eonfidence to be 
permitted to dry up their tears. I knew that 


one of them had juſt loſt a huſband, whom the 
tenderly loved. I was told that they were the 
handſomeſt couple in the iſland, and united 
by the pureſt affection; but that, after having 
been married only a month, the unfortunate 


man was ſhipwrecked, and periſhed in the 


ſea. © He is'the more to be lamented,” added 
my informers, * as he had not attained his 


25 twentieth year. The younger of theſe 


* amiable girls, tenderly attached to her ſiſter, 
| Par- 
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4 participates ſincerely in her grief. This, 


* however, is not the only cauſe of her me- 
« lancholy ; ſhe is ſixteen, and not yet mar- 


< ried; and, in this country, men are ſcarce 


the ſea devours a great number of them, 
4 and, therefore, many wal our as girls re- 
main without huſbands,” 

This explained to me the reaſon why in 


Candia, and in ſeveral other cities, I have 
frequently met with Caſiot girls, who have 


voluntarily forſaken their country. Theſe 
young females, having neither protectors, 


friends, nor relations, are obliged to ſeek a 


maintenance by ſervice. Their innocence is 
expoſed to great dangers, and, frequently, led 
aftray by example, or ſeduced by the tempta- 


tions wealth ever has it in its power to offer, 


they embrace a life of licentiouſneſs and de- 


bauchery. I have ſeen many of them, who 
had entirely forgotten the manners of their 


iſland, and totally loſt that modeſty, and in- 


genuouſneſs, which conſtitute the lovelieſt 


charm of their countrywomen, 


During my ſtay at Caſos, a bark arrived, 


Jaden with rice, melons, pomegranates, and 


 vatlons' fruits. AER pag; all the 
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greateſt i impatience ; {ome to meet a huſband, 
others a father, a brother, or a friend. 1 
neyer witneſſed ſtronger expreſſions of joy 
and tenderneſs; they embraced them with 
tranſport, preſſed them to their boſoms, and 
thanked Heaven for once more reſtoring them 
to their anxious wiſhes, Every token of the 
moſt heartfelt joy, every expreſſion of the 
tendereſt love, was laviſhed on both ſides. 
The ſcene was indeed moſt affecting. N 
faid I to myſelf, are the ancient Greeks ; 
ſuch was their lively imagination, ever ready 


to take fire, and ſuch the exquiſite ſenſibility, 


which diſtinguiſhed them from all the na- 
tions of the earth. This rock has preſerved 


them from the Turkiſh yoke, and they have 


retained their ancient charater. 

The afternoon of this memorable. day Was 
dedicated to pleaſure. The Caſiot captain gave a 
little ball, and I accepted of his invitation. The 
hall was. filled with a number of lively girls, 
with their treſles perfumed, and dreſſed in their 
handſomeſt boddices, their beſt embroidered 
ſaſhes, and their whiteſt gowns. Various 
rounds, ſuch as I have before deſcribed, were 
formed. Two. lyres, and ſingers placed on a 
wa beat, ante the motions of the 


dancers, 


dancers, and pleaſure ſparkled in every eye. 
The young men who had juſt arrived took 
their places at the ſide of their wives or miſ- 
treſſes, claſped them round the waiſt in danc- 
ing, and felt the palpitation of their hearts, 


while joy beamed in every face. The young 


Greek females, with downcaſt eyes, endea- 
voured to conceal the pleaſure they felt ; but 


their bluſhes, and their heaving boſoms, ſuſſ- 
ciently ſhewed who were the objects of their 


affection. How great the pleaſure of this 
ſimple recreation ! Each motion gave a new 
ſenſation of delight. Our artificial dances may 
be infinitely more graceful, elegant, or majeſtic; 
but how cold are they when compared to this 


joyous round! In thoſe vanity alone is gra- 
| tified ; in theſe heart ſpeaks to heart, by a 
look, a ſmile, and, above every thing, by the 


touch, All-wife Nature has implanted the 
means of happineſs within ourſelves. The 
rich man flatters himſelf he ſhall obtain it amid 
the brilliant companies he aſlembles, and, by 
diſplaying pomp and magnificence, endea- 


vours to purchaſe it with gold. Alas! knows 


he not that this inconſtant divinity flies the 


importunity of oſtentation, diſdains a bribe, | 


Ki. Fonfemns the pride and vanity of wealth 
The 
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The weſterly winds have detained us eight 
days i in the road of Caſos, and I thank Hea- 
ven for their continuance. I have viſited 
countries, on which liberal Nature has laviſhed 
all her treaſures. I have ,ſeen others where 
tyrants have compelled her to refrain her 
bounties, and every where have found nations 


_ unhappy, not by their own fault, not by the 
ſterility of the ſoil, but by the vices of the 


government to which they are ſubject. In 
the midft of flaves crouching beneath the Ot- 
toman yoke, I have found a rock, only three 
leagues in circumference, on which the Turk 
dares not ſet his foot, and inhabited by a free 
and happy people. There each father of a 
family is*a ſovereign within his own houſe ; 


he decides every difference, and his decrees 


are laws, which cannot but be equitable, ſince 
they are only dictated by paternal tenderneſs. 
When any diſputes ariſe, the prieſts and the 
old men afſemble and decide them; but diſ- 
putes cannot be frequent among citizens, 


who are all equal and alike unacquainted 


with poverty or riches. All the members of 
this little ſociety are employed; and I have ſeen 


the handfomeſt of their women go down | 


into the valley, to waſh their linen at the 
| fountain, 
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bats, as in the days of Homer. They 
Cheer their labours with a ſong ; nor do they 


imagine themſelves diſgraced by their humble 
employment. It is only in countries where 
the rich can purchaſe ſervice from the hands 


of the poor, that they” bluſh to make uſe of 


their own. 


Travellers, who have made Sb on 
the character of the Greeks under the Ottoman 


yoke, juſtly reproach them with hypocriſy, per- 


fiidy, and meanneſs. Theſe vices are not inherent 


in their nature, but are the conſequence of the 


ſervitude in which they live. The inhabitants 


of Caſos are alſo Greeks; but, enlightened, 
and warmed, by a ray of liberty, they poſſeſs 
induſtry, ſenſibility, and integrity. Send them 
. a Cadi, a Pacha, or a Mouteveli, they will be- 
come as perfidious, and corrupt as the reſt of 
their nation. From this obſervation we may 
be convinced of the firſt and moſt ſacred of po- 
litical truths ; that, in general, man is virtuous 
in proportipn as he preſerves his liberty and 
natural rights, and that as he is deprived of 
theſe, he bn vicious and degenerate. 
<A have the ONES to be, &c. 
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Or U R tay 3 in the bans of 9 is at an 
| end. The captain, impatient to. be gone, 


weighed anchor on the firſt appearance of good 
weather. It ſeems as if the wind, wearied 
with finding him till at ſea, had at length de- 


| termined to conduct him to the plate of his 
_ deſtination, for it blew right abaft, and car- 


ried us rapidly towards Standia; in leſs than 
a day we have paſſed the further point of the 
Uland, and got ſafe into the harbour. We 
arrived exactly in time, for ſcarcely was the 
anchor down, before the weſterly wind reſum- 


ed its ſway, and the ſea became furious: a 


quarter of an hour later, and we ſhould have 


been forced to return to Caſos, which will not 


ſoon be effaced from my memory, _ 
Dia, now called Standia, is four leagues 
diſtant from the city of Candia. It is abſo- 


lutely barren ; ; we meet with neither vil- 


7 a 8 lages 
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lages nor inhabitants. The briars, thorns, and 


brambles, that cover the rocks, .ſerve as food 
for the wild goats, which are found there in 


great numbers: they run with ſuch ſwiftneſs 


among the precipices, that it is almoſt impoſ- 
| ſible to approach them. We have given . 
to ſeveral without ſucceſs. _ 

| Standia has three ports at which veſſels 
ay that are laden for Candia. From the 
ſummit of the mountain we diſcovered the 


town ;. but the ſea was ſo rough that no boat 


would venture to releaſe us from our priſon; 
the ſecond day after our arrival, however, a re- 
_ ſolute Turk came off to us in a little ſkif. He 


2 told usthat our arrival had been long expected: 


that they had ſeen us beating off the coaſt, and 
Were appicheafirewe'ilad periſhed. The bad 


weather ſtill continued, and detained us on 


the deſert rocks of Standia; but at length, 


on the fourth day, a boat came for us, and | 


conveyed us to Candia, about two months 
after our departure from Alexandria. | 


1 have the honour to be, Ke. 
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LETTER XVIII. 


To M. I. M. F | 
As often, ade as the curious ier; 
excited by the deſire of knowledge, endea- 
vours to inveſtigate the origin of ancient na- 
tions, mythology firſt preſents him with gods 
and heroes, for the moſt part emblematical. The 
fabulous hiſtory of every celebrated people 
always precedes their more authentic annals. 
This is leſs intereſting to us, who with all 
our labours can only conjecture the truth 
through the veil of allegory, but was of much 
more importance to the ancients. ' Though 
the multitude ſaw nothing in it but a ſacred 
theology, to which they were obliged implicitly 
to ſubmit their reaſon, the philoſophers, ini- 
tiated in theſe myſteries, diſcovered in. them 
the opinions of learned men on the formation 
of the univerſe, aſtronomy, eres and na- 
tural hiſtory. 

Before we take a ſurvey» 01 the iſle of Can- 
dia, let us firſt, Madam, with your permiſ- 
fion, viſit the ancient Crete. The informa- 
tion this will procure us will guide us on 

"2-1 = 
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ow way, and ſerve to explain many facts, 


the origin of which would otherwiſe be ün- 


known to us. It is only by comparing the 
paſt with the preſent, that we can be enabled 
to form a juſt idea of this famous country. 
I am aware, Madam, that it is become almoſt 
ridiculous to ſpeak of the ancients, and that 
it is the faſhion, either to extol them to the 
ſkies, or to depreciate them without meaſure; 
but reaſon obſerves a juſt medium, and weighs 
men's actions in an equal balance; ſhe makes 
no diſtinction of ages nor of ee 55 
admires, or condemns, with impa 
ever merits eulogium or cenſure. 
The Cretan mythologiſts, 1 Gt Dio- | 
Aus Siculus (e), ſay, that the firſt inhabit= _ 
. ants of their iſland were the Idean Dactyli, 
who lived near Mount Ida [an they were 
conſidered as magicians, from. their poſſeſſing 
various kinds of GOO 255 e 


1 W Siculus, . 

) Other writers make them come An Ida 
in Phrygia. They are not agreed, why they received the 
name of Dactyli. Diomedes the grammarian ſays, it 
was given them on account of the ſkill with which they 
moved their fingers, or becauſe they invented the metri- 
el. called the 1 e | 
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the ſcience of the ſacred myſteries (g) · Or- 
pheus, ſo celebrated for poetry and muſie, was 


their diſciple. They diſcovered the uſe of 


fire, and the art of working iron and copper 
in Mount Berecynthus, near Aptera (5). 
Theſe valuable inventions obtained them di- 
vine honours One of them, named Her- 
cules, rendered himſelf famous by his con- 
rage and heroic actions. He inſtituted the 
Olympic games; and it is only from the ſimi- 
larity of the name, that poſterity attributed 
this inſtitution to the ſon of Alcmena, who 
trod indeed in the ſteps of his ae 
and, like him, became immortal. 

(7) The Idean Dactyli gave a to 'the 


(e) The name of bene was er not SY 
dus. It did not convey with it the idea of knavery 


and impoſture, which has ſince been annexed to it. 


Thoſe were called magicians who, inſtruQed in the ſacred 
myſteries, underſtood the ſenſe of allegories, and diſ- 
covered natural truths, concealed. under the emblems of 
fable. The Telchines at Rhodes, the Dactyli of Crete, 
the Egyptian prieſts, and Moſes himſelf, were nn 
magicians. 

() Strabo, who makes? the Telchines e Crets | 
into the iſland of Rhodes, CO OE PINE $65 gh 


hither the art of working metals. 


OQ Others conſider them as che children of "the-Rarth, | 
5 "Strabo 


ene 


Curetes. The wa at - firſt inhabited the 


terwards taught men to.dwell in houſes, and 
contributed to civilize them by their inſtitu- 
tions. They inſtructed them to collect flocks 


of Peay to tame wild animals, and make 
them ſubſervient to their wants, and to profit 
by the labour of bees, by keeping them in 


hives. They taught them the uſe of the bow, 
and formed them to the chace. They forged 
the ſword, and were the inventors of military 


. dances, . The noiſe they made in dancing, 
armed, prevented Saturn from hearing the 


cries of Jupiter, whoſe education had been in- 
. truſted to them by Rhea. Aſſiſted by the 
nymphs, they brought up the god in a cave of 
Mount Ida, feeding him with the milk of the 
goat Amalthea (), and the honey of their 
At 
Strabo ſays, that. che name of Curetes was given them 
from the care _—_ took of no es” of Er ara 
lib. 7+. 24 7 
(4) Laftuntivs, lib. i. cap. 22, dps e Didymus a 


& thatMeliſſeus; king of Crete, was the firſt who ſacrificed. 


| © to the gods; that he introduced new rites and pompous 
© ceremonies ; that he had two daughters, Amalthea and 


5 * Meliſs, and 'that they nouriſhed the infant Jupiter | 
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At this period the Cretan mythology places 


the birth of the Titans, who dwelt near to Cnoſ- 
ſus, where the palace of Rhea was to be ſeen, 
their expeditions over the whole earth, their 
war againſt Ammon, who was defended by 
Bacchus, the nuptials of Jupiter and Juno, 


celebrated near the river Therenus in Crete, 
and the gods, goddeſles, and n to whom 


they gave birth. 


The moſt illuſtrious of theſk Irs] were 
Minos and Rhadamanthus (1): they are ſaid 


to have been the ſons of Jupiter and Europa, 
ho had been brought into the iſland upon 
a bull. Minos having become king, built ſe- 
veral cities, the moſt conſiderable of which 


were Cnoſſus, on the coaſt oppoſite Aſia, 


Phæſtus on the ſouth ſide, and Cydon on 


the weſt, fronting Peloponneſus. He inſti- 
tuted admirable laws, which he feigned to 


have received from Jupiter, in a cave of Mount 
Ida. 


Rhadamanthus diſtinguiſhed himſelf by the 


juſtice of his Jong, and By | the ſeverity 


535 with zoat's milk oa My This: is the addons per- 
haps, why the poets have oo oak. the Cot e fed 
e, 


1 Diodorus Siculus, lid. Gul 2643] beck 0 580 » 
£ with 
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with - which he puniſhed offenders. He 
reigned over ſeveral large iflands, and almoſt. 


the whole coaſt of Aſia, which ſubmitted to 


his ſceptre, on account of the reputation he 
had acquired for juſtice. The mythologiſts 


have made him judge of tlie infernal regions, 


to determine on the fate of the virtuous and the 
wicked, and have decreed: him the ſame ho- 
nours as to Minos, the moſt juſt of kings (m). 
Thus far I have followed the Cretan tradi- 
tions, as preſerved by Diodorus; but hiſtorians 
are not agreed among themſelyes. There are 
a multitude of opinions concerning the firſt 
inhabitants of Crete. Strabo (0, who has 
learnedly diſcuſſed them, after ſeveral pages, 
ſays: I am not fond of fables, yet I 


„ have entered into A long detail of theſe, 


* becauſe they have relation to theology. 
« When we treat of the gods, we ought to 
« weigh ancient opinions, and diſtinguiſh them 
« * from fables. The ancients delighted i in 


. (m) Rada juſt man, inſtructed by Mi. 
nos, not in the whole art of government, but in the part 
of the royal adminiſtration which concerns juſtice; hence 
he received the name of the OY n Plato de Mair 
node. „C0 | 
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« throwing a veil over their knowledge of 
nature. It is not poſſible to explain all their 
s enigmas; but, by placing the numerous al- 
“ legories they have left us in a full light, by 
< examining with attention in what they re- 
„ ſemble each other, and in what they differy 
* we may, by compariſon, arrive at truth.” 
Let us quit mythology, and inquire what 
hiſtory has left us of greateſt certainty, re- 
ſpecting the different inhabitants of Crete. 
This celebrated iſland received its name from 
Cres, the firſt of its kings (o). He was the 
author of many uſeſul diſcoveries, which con- 
tributed to the happineſs of his people (v), 
who, in gratitude to their benefactor, and to 
preſerve the memory of his benefits, immor- 
talized his name, by Feen it on their 
land 
(9) To 


60 Euſchivs i in Chron. Cre 5, 2 native, was ho firſt 
who reigned in Crete, and gave it his name. It was ſaid 
that he was one of the Curetes who concealed and nou- 
riſhed Jupiter. —Ifid. Orig. lib. xiv. c. 6. This iſland 
was called Crete, from one Cretes, who dwelt there. 
Cedrenus. Crete received its name from ae, who 
was king of the iſland. | N 

(v) Diod. Sic. lib. v. 


0 Stephen of nnn, who GOO the opinions of 
the 


A 


ONAAGHEEECE 
) To diſtinguiſh the native Cretans from 
foreigners, they were called Eteo Cretans. Nu- 
merous colonies ſettled in the iſland from all 
parta of Greece, invited by the beauty of the 
climate, and the fertility of the ſoil. The 


Luiedeinobians, Argives, and Athenians, were 
the principal ſtates who. ſent colonies thi- 
ther (). This made Homer ſay, (7) Crete 


js a large iſland, in the midſt of a ſtormy 
« ſea, The ſoil is rich and fertile. It con- 
< tains an innumerable people, and is adorn- 
ed by a hundred cities, Its inhabitants 
* ſpeak various languages. We there find 


* Acheans, the brave Eteocretz, rt hangar ai | 


© Dorians, and the divine Pelaſgi.” The 
Eteocretans inhabited the ſouthern part of the 


iſland, where they founded the city of Præſus, 
and erected a temple to Jupiter Dictæus (4). 


che ancients reſpecting this iſland, ſays, it was ſo named 


from Cores, or Cretus, ſon of Jupiter and the nymph Ida, 
or Creta, one of the Heſperides, &c. but he adds, that 
the beſt derivation is from Cres, one of its inhabitants. It 


had many other names, unneceſlary to repeat in this 


Fase, 

(e] Euftat. in Nliad, | 

(s) Scylax inPeriplo. Diczarchus de Vit. Græc. 

te) Odd. Mb. in. 

(«) Strabo, lib. x. 
| „ £ Cres 
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After him is a great chaſm. 


„ * 

Cres was not the only monarch who 
reigned over the iſland of Crete ; he had ſuc- 
ceſſors, but we can obtain little inform- 


ation concerning them from hiſtory; we 


only find the names of ſome of theſe kings, 
and a few events, intermixed with fabulous 


f 0 ih which een under others (v). 


W 


(v) The fllewing are 4 names of theſe kings, as 
collected by Murtius, in his learned diſſertation on | the 
iſland of Crete. | 

 JoriTex, the firſt; | 

| Cnxs, who gave name to the iſland. | wat © 

AMMoN, who, after reigning in Libya, came to a Crow, 


and married the daughter of Cres. He was the prince 
whom Bacchus defended againſt the Titans. 


MEL1ssEus, whoſe daughters brought up Jupiter. 
Jorirkx II. who was brought up by the Curetes. 

CEcrors. 

_ Cypon. | | . | 

APTERAS, who built the city of Aptera. 

LApks, or LAPITHAS, 

TzUTAMUs, who took | poſſeſſion of 1 iſland at the 
head of the Dorians and Pelaſgians. 

As TERIUs, who eſpouſed Europa, carried. off * Bs 
piter, and adopted her childre. 

Mixos I. the adopted ſon of Aſterius, who died with- 
out children. He married Itona, e of Bee 
and had * her Lycaſta. 

| LycasTus, 
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piters, and two of the name of Minos. 
Writers in general, however, confound theſe, 
and attribute actions to one only, which ſhould 
be ſhared between the two. This obſervation 
is particularly true of Minos, whom anti- 
quity celebrates as the wiſeſt of legiſlators. 

The place aſſigned him in the infernal 


regions is a very unequivocal teſtimony of 


the glorious reputation he had acquired by 
his juſtice. It is not without reaſon,” ſays 


Plato, ** that Greece has adopted the laws of 


“ Crete, ſince they are founded on thoſe 


* ſolid principles which cannot but render 


« the people who are ſubject to them flou- 
“ riſhing and happy (r):“ One of his laws 


| LycasTvs, who pouſed” 1. er * co | 


bant, and had by her Minos the ſecond. 

| Minos II. who married Paſiphae, daughter of the 
ſun. He had two other wives and ſeveral children. 
| DzvcaLion, ſon and ſucceſſor of the ſecond Minos, 
and different from the ſon of Prometheus. 11 a 
Phædra, ſiſter of Theſeus. 

CATREUs, brother of Deucalion. He "_ the city 
of Catrea. 


Ipomensvs; grandſon of Ines He, 1 e . 


Merion, conducted eighty ſhips to the _ wot Sager g 
(Here ends this incomplete liſt. , TOR 
(* Plato, de Legibus, lib, !! 372 78) 
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Among theſe ſovereigns we find; two. Ju- 
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was expreſſed in theſe words: Let ale 
Cretans never drink together to intoxicution. 
The following was well calculated to check 
the preſumptuous ardour of youth (). © Let 
not the young men indulge an indiſcreet 
“0 curioſity reſpecting the laws; let them not 

ee examine whether the legiſlator did right 
„or wrong to enact them; but let them 


*, exclaim with one voice, They are good, 


becauſe they proceed from the Gods. If any of 


the old men diſcover in them abuſes pro- 


per to be reformed, let him addreſs him- 
« {elf to a magiſtrate, or diſcuſs the ſubject 
* with his Wes but never "or + mrs of 

young people. | 

* © Theſe admirable laws were engraven on 
ee of braſs, and Talos, the miniſter of Minos, 
viſited the towns and cities three times every 
year, to ſeethey were properly obſerved (a). 

The king of Crete, well knowing how ne- 


ceſſary the marvellous is to gain credit with 


the multitude, pretended t that he had received 


( 7 Plato, de 8 
(=) Cicero, Tuſcul. lib. ii. ſays, the laws of Gents 


i by Minos, or Jupiter, or, as the poets tell us, by 


his advice, are a ſource of nen for youth. 
. Plato, de Minoide. | 


5 - 2 win 


ON © G R E E C E. 755 


them from Jupiter his father, in a cave 
of Mount Ida. In the fame manner Ly 
curgus, before he publiſhed his laws, repaired 
to Delphi, and declared that he received them 
from Apollo. Thus Numa aſcribed his in- 


ſtitutions to the nymph” Egeria, and Ma- 


homet his religious Er peel to Wes i 
Gabriel. 

On the other had; 5 'xtis; ancients deſeribe 
Minos as a prince who was the flave of his 
paſſions, and a barbarous conqueror ! Hav- 
ing beeome enamoured of the nymph Dic- 
tynna, who reſiſted his deſires, he «purſued 
her to the extremity of the iſland, and forced 


her to precipitate herſelf into the ſea, where 


ſhe was ſaved by ſome fiſhermen, who re- 
_ ceived her in their nets. He was the firſt 


of the Greeks who appeared on the Medi- 


terranean at the head of a powerful fleet (5). 


He made a conqueſt of the Cyclades, whence 


| he expelled the Carians, and having ſettled 
colonies there, committed the government 
of them to his ſons (). 


(5) Strabo, lib. x. Ariſtoe. Polit. lib. ii. Diodorus 
Siculus, lib. v. Plin. lib. vii, cap. 56. 
le) Thucydides, hb, i. 


Having 
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Having learnt, durihg his ſtay at Paros (d), 
that his ſon; Androgeus was ſlain” at Athens, 
he declared war againſt Ageus,. and impoſ- 
ed on him the ſhameful tribute from which 
Tbeſeus deliyered his edountrymen. He took 
up arms againſt Niſus, king of Megara, 
made him priſoner, by the treachery of his 
daughter Scylla, and put him to death, to- 
gether with Megareus the ſon of Hippome- 
nes, who had brought him ſuecour. Dæda⸗ 
lus, againſt whom he was incenſed, geſgar⸗ 
ing of moving ſo implacable a prince, em- 
ployed all the reſources of his genius to 
eſcape from his reſentment. He fled into 
Sicily, gained the protection of king Cocalus, 
and obtained an aſylum at his court. 
Valerius Flaccus (e) has given a truly poe- 
tical deſcription of this flight: Thus 
Dædalus, become a bird, pe him 
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(a) „ lib. iii. Hains been eee of the 
death of his ſon, at Paros, while he was ſacrificing to 
the Graces, he immediately took the crown from his 

head, and quitted his flute: he, however, finiſhed the 
ſacrifice. To preſerve the memory of this event, the 
inhabitants of Paros long ſacrificed to the 75 Wi 
out a crown, and without a flute, 


(e) Valerius Flaccus, lib. i. © 9 8 N 
3 4 | 15 e 
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* 


“ ſelf from Mount Ida, with reſounding wings. 
« Near him; flew his companion on ſhorter 
8 pinions; they F reſembled "a cloud riſing 
into the air. Minos ſeeing his vengeance 
« fruſtrated, trembled with rage; his eyes 


* were, wearied with vainly following the 
1 6 fugitives through the-immenſity of ſpace; 
and the | guards returned to Gortyna, 


« with their quivers filled with arrows. 


The king of Crete, however, did not ſo eafily 


give up his prey; he equipped a fleet, pur- 
ſued him into Sicily (J), and ts be- 
fore the walls of Camicus. 


It is evident that theſe actions e al be- 


came a juſt ſovereign, who merited to be 

à judge in the ſhades, and pronounce the ever- 
laſting deſtiny of the virtuous and the wick- 
ed. We may reaſonably conclude, therefore, 
that Minos, the legiſlator, was a different per- 
ſon from Minos the conqueror; that it was 
the elder Minos ho acquired, an immor- 


tal reputation for wiſdom and juſtice; and 


n 


Minos the fecond, who conquered, the. great- 
er part of the iſlands of the Arch 
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but cho, unable to govern his pull ur: 
niſhed his glory by cruelty and revenge. 
Iſhall ſay nothing, here, Madam, of Paliphas, 


Theſeus, Ariadne, or the Minotaur. Their 


hiſtory is connected with that of the Laby- 
rinth, and will naturally follow, when I ſhall 
have occaſion to mention that famous pri- 


ſon, which was the work of Dzdalus; and 


which had nearly become his tomb. Be- 
fore I conclude this letter, however, I ſhall 
add a few words concerning Idomeneus, 
the laſt king of Crete. 

I have ſaid, that this prince, mac 


by Merion (g), conducted eighty veſſels to 


the aſſiſtance of Agamemnon. Homer has 
immortalized the exploits by which he diſ- 
tinguiſhed himſelf before the walls of Troy. 


At his departure, he committed the go- 
vernment of his ſtates to Leucus (5) his 


adopted ſon, and promiſed him the hand of 
bis daughter Cliſithera in marriage, if hñe 
-ruled with wiſdom during bis abſence. * 
This ambitious youth ſoon forgot the fa- 
vours that bad been laviſhed on him. Having 


ha This Merion was Se not Mites, uncle of Ido- 
meneus. 


6) Quintus Smyrneus, 


gained 
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gained a great number of partinans, he af 
pired to the crown, nor would his impa- 
tience allow him to wait till a legitimate 
king was long in returning, and flattering 
himſelf, perhaps, that he would fall in battle, 
he reſolved to mount the throne. Mida (i), 
the wife of Idomeneus, and the princeſs 
Cliſithera, were impediments to his project. 
But ambition knows no bounds, and heſitates 
not to violate the moſt ſacred laws. The 
uſurper having ſeduced the people, and 
gained over ſome of the principal perſons, 
murdered theſe unhappy victims in the temple; 
and when Idomeneus, crowned with laurels, 
landed on the coaſt of Crete, Leucus, ho 
purſued him with an army, and forced him 
to return to his ſhips. I know indeed that 
the flight of Idomeneus is differently related. 
Servius (k) ſays, that he had vowed, in a 
Form, to ſacrifice to the Gods whatever 
he ſhould firſt meet, on his arrival on the 
5 coaſt ; that. bis ſon 0 the firſt, he flew 


. * 
* 0 : wt * , 1 


050 e as” A AHH eee 
vol (#) Servius, | in Eneid, lib. iii, 5 


him; 


- 


why ſhould he have 
why have committed to him the government 
of the iſland, with a promiſe of his daughter's 
hand ? I ſhould rather be inclined to think, 
that he brought the plague with him in 
his ſhips, from the ſiege of Troy, as Hero- 
dotus aſſerts (), and that Leucus artfully | 
availed himſelf of this pretext to: procure the 
-baniſhment of his lawful ſovereign. | It ſhould 
n ene as _ ee 


Bled 
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ta and a; plague: 3 animedi> 
-ately after, the inhabitants eonſidered this ca- 


lamity as the conſequence” of divine venge- 
-ance, and expelled the murderbns father; 


who left Crete, and founded Salentum on the 
eoaſt of Meſſapia (n). Th 
to me deſtitute of foundation. Hiſtory does 


opinion ſeems 


not inform dd that Idomeneus had a ſon; 
If he had male offspring of fis ov 
lopted Leucus? Or 


d d e ug 


* 3 Bo ; 


+ 63 Fenelon bas followed this nia al 1. 
mortal work, which has done ſo much honour to France. 


(m) Virgil, Eneid. lib, iii. It is ſaid, the hero Idome- 


: neus, driven from the chrone of, his anceſtors, has fled 


far from his country.—Idomeneus of Lyctos (a city of 


Crete) covers with his troops. the, ena of 1 8 


0 Herodotus. lib. vii. 
"CH Oh odd RA nt. $1114 
3 8 | enjoy 


[1 | F 


* 


t of his crimes; for, immedi- 

ately after the departure of Idomeneus, we 
find the monarchy at an end, and the go- 
vernment become republican. * 
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Ir now remains for me, Madam, to give 
you ſome account of the republic of Crete, 
which has been honoured with the eulo- 
gium of Plato; which Lycurgus took for 


his model (o) in the inſtitutions he frimed 


na PIER 
. "et 4 ; a 


as 


for Lacedæmon, and which was admired 
and celebrated through all Greece; Strabo 


— 


(o) © Lycurgus, retiring into Crete, ſought the friend- 
<« ſhip of Thales, the poet and legiſlator ; from him he 
« learnt the metrical rhythmus in which Rhadamanthus 
« and Minos delivered the laws they profeſſed to have 
received from Jupiter. He next travelled into Egypt, 
« and ſtudied the inſtitutions of that people. Some 
<< add, that he repaired to Chio, where he converſed with 


 « Homer. On his return to his country, he found 


« his nephew Charilaus on the throne, and then em- 
cc ployed himſelf in forming his new code of laws; but, 
« previous to their publication, went to paſs ſome time 
« at Delphi, after which he declared he had received them 
« from Apollo. . . . . The laws of Lycurgus are en- 
< tirely ſimilar to thoſe of Crete.“ Strabo. lib. x. 
1 | 7 has 
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has thought an account of it not unworthy his 


pen, and has preſerved its leading features in 


his immortal work. You' will, doubtleſs, be 


ſtruck with their ſingularity. You will diſ- 


cover a prodigious difference between the 
principles on which this ancient republic was 
founded, and thoſe of the greateſt part of 


modern governments. But you will ſee with 


pleaſure a legiſlation whoſe ſole object it was 


to ſow the ſeeds. of virtue in the heart of 


infancy, and to nouriſh' them in youth; to 
inſpire into the ripened man the love of his 
country, of glory and of liberty, and to con- 
ſole old age by the eſleem and reverence due 


to its wiſdom and experience; you will find 
all its inſtitutes directed to form faithful 


friends, patriotic citizens, and wiſe ſtateſmen. 
Do not imagine a multitude of laws and 

edicts were neceſſary to procure theſe ineſ- 
timable advantages. They naturally flowed 


from one ſingle ſouree; the public educa- 
don of youth under dude regulatiens. 


- The examples placed before the Cretans in 
rent pu, . Wies to which they were 
witneſſes, the memorable - deeds which they 


heard recited, and the applauſes beſtowed on 
them, the honours which rewarded courage and 


noble actions, and the ſhame and opprobrium 
M 2 = which 
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which ſtigmatized vice, were the only ſprings 
ſet in motion by their legiſlator, to render 
them a warlike, virtuous, and wiſe nation. 
I will be bold to add, that the ſame regula- 
tions, founded, as they were, on a juſt know- 
ledge of the human heart, would have the 
ſame happy effect on the morals of a peo- 
ple under every form of government; but 
morals are what modern governments are 
leaſt ſolicitous concerning; our cold politics 
deſpiſe. them, and cond AN. „ the man who 
dares to proclaim their importance. Taxes 
are levied on the depravation of manners; 
and the corrupt politician, inſtead of pro- 
moting what conſtitutes the true happineſs of 
a nation, is wholly occupied in inen the 
wealth and power of kings. 

The government of Crete, immediately 
after the flight of Idomeneus, became ariſto- 
cratical. The people ſtill poſſeſſed a ſhare 
of the power; but as the nobles were in 
poſſeſſion of the principal employments, they 
had, by conſequence; the greateſt weight in the 
- adminiſtration of affairs (p). Ten magiſtrates 
were annually choſen in a national aſſembly, by 
the Plurality of voices, who were called vows Hl 


) Plutach. in Dione, e 
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and whoſe office was the lame with chat of 
the Ephori at Sparta (2). They had the ma- 


nagement of war, and all the moſt important 
public buſineſs (r). They poſſeſſed the right 
of chooſing counſellors from among the old 


men; and theſe, in number twenty-eight, com- 
_ poſed the ſenate of Crete(s), and were choſen 


from among thoſe who had paſſed the office of 
Coſmi (i), or perſons eminently diſtinguiſhed 


by their merit, and unimpeached integrity. 


Theſe ſenators held their dignity for life ; 


great deference was. paid to their opinion, 
and nothing finally determined without con- 
ſulting them. 'The wiſdom of the legiſlator 


had intended them for a' counterpoiſe to 
the ambition of the ten chiefs, whoſe power 
was ſtill farther circumſcribed by limiting 
the duration of _ e to one 1 


1 Ariftot, Polit. lib. ii. The Ephori 1 TU the ſame 


| authority with the Cretan magiſtrates, called Coſmi 3 


only the former are limited to five, and the Coſmi 
are ten in number. 


(7) Aritot. Polit. Nb. ii. 
(5) Heſychius. © At Lacedæmon, at Nags and 


It was compoſed of OR: em. A 
(t) Strabo, lib, x. 5 


\ 


* 


4 in Crete, the college of old men is called Geronia.. 
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His precaution did not end here; as the votes 
of the people might be improperly obtained, 
and their choice conſequently fall upon a 08 
ſon unworthy of ſo honourable a poſt; he 
very wiſely provided, that whoever ſhould 
diſgrace: the dignity of the Cofmi might 
be removed, either in an aſſembly of the 
people, or by his colleagues only (2). So ex- 
cellent a conſtitution cauſed Plato to fay (v), 
The republic, which approaches too much 
t a monarchy, and that which admits too 
e unreſtrained a liberty, are equally remote 
ec from the juſt medium. O Cretans! O La- 
te cedæmonians! ye have avoided theſe two 
* rocks, and eſtabliſned e os on [he 
« moſt ſolid. foundations.” 217 
From what I have faid; Maeda con- 
cerning the Cretan form of government, 
you will perceive that nothing was more 
fimple. A free people, conſcious they were 
unable to govern themſelves, name magiſ- 
trates, into whoſe hands they transfer, their 
authority ; theſe chiefs, inveſted with regal 
| es cleft ſenators: to ald chem with their 


(% Ae f en 
= Plato, de Legibus, wen ili. 


Td 


counſels, 
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dunſels, which counſellors again can decide 
en of themſelves; but their office is per- 
petual, which increaſes the reſpect paid them, 
and enables them to extend their knowledge 
and information. The chiefs of the republic. 
have a powerful motive to incite them to 
act worthy the honourable ſtation in which 
they are placed, as, on the one hand, they are 
checked by the fear of diſgrace, and on the 
other encouraged by the hope of one day be- 
coming members of the national council. 
Let us now examine the means employed 
by the legiſlator to form the manners of the 
citizens. All the Cretans were ſubje& to their 
magiſtrates, and divided into two claſſes, that 
of the youths, and that of the men of mature 
age (xz). The former conſiſted of young men 
Rech had attained their ſeventeenth year, and 
the ſecond of men 0 . age 0 JP The 


a) The. firſt claſs were e called Andreia, a we 
to the Pheidicia of the Lacedzmonians. Theſe two 
names were alſo given to the public places where the | 
Cretans and Spartans made their repaſts in common; 
and where they diſcourſed of affairs of ſtate; anciently, 
theſe aſſemblies were named, even at Lacedzmon, An- 
dreia. Ariſtotle. x 
(y) The ſecond claſs were called Agelas (company). 
This name was given alſo to the buildings where the 
m__ met together to take their repalis it in public. 


M „ ſociety - 
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| ſociety of men made their repaſts in common, 
in certain public edifices, where the chief, 
the magiſtrate, the poor, and the rich, ſeat- 


ed together, all eat and drank alike ; a veſſel 
fled with wine and water (a), which twas 


Paſſed from one to the other, was the only 


drink for the whole company, and the aged 
men alone had the privilege of demanding 
tainly too wile to he unacquainted with the 
power of beauty, as a woman preſided at 
each table (a), who took publicly the beſt 

of every thing, and diſtributed it to thoſe 
Who had ſignalized themſelves by their cou- 
rage in battle, or their wiſdom in coun- 
eil. This honourable diſtinction, far from 
cauſing jealouſy, excited emulation in every 
breaſt, to render themſelves worthy of the 
ſame reward. Near the place where the citi- 
Zens aſſembled (5), two tables, called the 50 
fiiable, were prepared, to which all travel- 
lers and ſtrangers, who preſented themſelves, 
were admitted; a particular houſe was like- 


wiſe ſet apart r 8 55 N they might 
paſs the night. 
(za) Doſiadas, 
(a) Doſiadas. 2232 
ne ud. 


's 
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To provide for the expences of the ſtate; 


every citizen was obliged to bring into the 
common ſtock the tenth part of his revenues; 
the general diſtribution of which was veſted 
in the prefects of the cities. In Crete, 


fays Ariſtotle, © a certain part of the fruits 
* of the earth, the flocks, the revenues of the 


4 ſtate, and the impoſts, is conſecrated to the 


Gods, and the reſt diſtributed to the dif- 
ferent claſſes into which the inhabitants 
* are” divided; ſo that men, women, and 
4 children, are maintained at the PR ex- 
© pence.” 

(e) After dinner, the chick were accuſ- 
tomed to converſe together, and to con- 
ſult on the affairs of the republic; they hen 
recounted heroic actions performed in bat- 
tle ; eelebrated the courage of the moſt illuſ- 
trious of their warriors, and exhorted the 
young men to valour. (4) Theſe aſſem- 
blies were the firſt ſchool of infancy, At 
ſeven: years old, the bow was put into the 


hands of the LINING 1 who from that 


14. ET 1} * 


(0 Doſiadas.. | ; 
(a) Euſtathius (in Odyſl.) 3 Cretan aire 
conſulted on public aſtairs: They afterward 'diſcourſed 
of war, celebrated the exploits of their warriors, and ex- 
horted the young men to imitate their heroic. actions. 
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moment was received into the 6 of the 
men, which he did not quit before; the age 
of ſeventeen. © There, ſeated: on the ground, 
and clad in a ſimple garment which ſerved 
him the whole year, he attended on the old 
men, and liſtened i in ſilence to their counſels; 
his youthful heart took fire at the recital of 
high deeds of arms, and he ardently pant- 
ed to atchieve the like. © (e) He became ha- 
bituated to ſobriety and temperance; and hav- 
ing inceſſantly before his eyes examples of 
moderation, wiſdom, and patriotiſm, the ſeeds 
of every virtue were implanted in ws even 
before he knew the uſe of reaſon. 
; He was early inured to arms and to fa- 
tigue H. that he might be able to endure 
heat and cold, to climb mountains and preci- 
pices, and bear with reſolution the blows and 
wounds he might receive in the gymnaſia, or in 
battle. But his education was not confined to 
che gymnaſtie exerciſes; he was taught to ſing, 
in a peculiar kind of air nog the Jay: Nane 
le)] Strabo, lib. cx. e . 


() Strabo, lib. x. The "Pls of es "I * 
exerciſed the youth in hunting, eee and ſup- 
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() Strabo, lib. x. ſays, that the laws of Crete were | d 
written in verſe, . Meaſure: by WOK” was e of 1 
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in verſe, that the pleaſure of muſic might 
impreſs them more deeply on his memory, 


"and prevent him from pleading ignoran ce, : 
ſbould he offend againſt them: he next learned 


kymns in honour of the Gods, and poems 


| compoſed in the-praiſe of their heroes. When 


he had attained his ſeventeenth year, he 
quitted che ſociety of the e and entered 
into the claſs of the youth. £05 as 

The education of theſe ne on the | 


| 1 plan; they exerciſed themſelves in hunt- 


ing, wreſtling, and fighting with their com- 


panions, while martial airs were played on 


the lyre (H, and they were obliged to obſerve 
exact time. Theſe exerciſes were not always 


without danger, as iron weapons were ſome⸗ 


times made uſe of (i). But the Pyrrhic dance, 
invented in Crete (H, was that in which the 
youth, were moſt ambitious to excel; the 
Gngets; wore the warlike dreſs, which was 


*(b) Athenzus, lid. xii, Te „ charge 
che enemy to the ſound of the flute; ; the Cretans to 


that of the lyre. 


(i) Strabo, lib. x. 2105 > 1 8 
. (4) Diodorus, lib. v. Dionyſius Halicarnaf: üb. vii. 
Pliny, lib. vii. cap. 56. Strabo, lib. x. ſay, that this 


dance was invented in Crete. Nicholas Damaſcenus 
| fays, that the inventor of it was Pyrrhicus of Cydon. 


a ſhort 


a LoE A TY DRA A 


»:iort ad light looſe jacket, hat defettided 
only to the knee, and was faſtenecd with a 
girdle that went twice round the waiſt; they 
wore alſo the buſkin, were completely armed, 
and imitated various military ' evolutions” to 
the ſound of iinftruments. © The Lace. 
„ monians and Cretans, ſays Libanius 05 
4 cultivated dancing with the utmoſt ardour; 
„they conſidered 'it as a neceſſary exerciſe 
& enjoined. by the laws; and it was almoſt 
64 as diſhonourable to neglect it, as to _-_ 
« their poſt in the day of battle. 
(m) The opulent Cretans, and thoſe. 1 ; 
an illuſtrious birth, were permitted to form 
ſocieties of young men of their own age, 
and among theſe the contention was, who 
ſhould have the moſt numerous company. 
In general, the father of the young man 
who had collected them was their chief; 
he was to inſtru theſe warlike youths, to 
exerciſe. them in running and hunting, and 
to beſtow rewards, or inflict puniGments, 


(!) Liban. Orat. pro b 
(en) Strabo, lib. x. Theſe ee as I have kad, 
werg hh er | 


5 | Friend. 
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rib Was highly honoured among the 
| | Gretans; ; © But,” ſays Strabo (a), their 


manner of loving is very extraordinary, 


< Inſtead of gentle perſuaſion, they emy 
<« ploy violence to gain friends. He who 
« has a ſecret paſſion for a young man af 


his own age, and is deſirous of attaching him 


by indiſſoluble ties, forms the project af 


carrying him off; which he imparts ta : 


his companions three or four days before 


“ he intends to execute it. The latter can 


neither conceal him, nor binder him, from 
going out, as that would ſeem to imply 
& in them an avowal that he did not merit 
© ſuch exceſs of love. On the day appoint» 
e ed they meet together, and if the raviſher 
appears to them to poſſeſs equal or ſuperior 
© merit to his favourite, they at. firſt pre- 
tend to oppoſe the intended violenee, in 
oy compliance with the law ; but afterwards 
« favour i it with joy: if, on the contrary, they 
do not judge him worthy of the choice 
he has made, they prevent him from exe- 
“ euting his deſign. This pretended reſiſtance 
continues until the young man has con- 


4 ducted his prize to the aſſembly of which abs 


() Strabo, lid. x. | 
| * 18 


«Kjga mana They do not conſider kim 
* 48 the moſt amiable -who ſurpaſſes others 


6 * ble to gain his eſteem ; and if he has reaſon 
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«in beauty, but him who is moſt. diftin- 

7 * guiſhed by modeſty and bravery. _ 

The raviſher loads his young friend 
«with favours, and accompanies him where 

« ever he deſires; he is followed by thoſe 

« who have favoured the enterprize, and 


« conducts him from feſtival to feſtival, pro- 


« cures him the pleaſures of the chaſe and 
good cheer, and, after endeavouring for 


* two months to win his heart by every 


« poſſible means, he brings him back to the 
city, and is obliged to reſtore him to his 

* parents. But, rhe to this, he preſents | 
« him with a warrior's dreſs, an ox, and a 
* vaſe, which are the cuſtomary and pre- 
* ſcribed gifts. Sometimes his generoſity ex- 
« tends ſtill further, and he beſtows on him 
« ſumptuous preſents, to the expence of 
10 which his companions contribute. The 


F 


ter, and gives an entertainment to "thoſe 


« who aſſiſted in carrying him off. He de- 
* clares whether he will accept the friend- 
« ſhip of him who has been at ſo much trou- 
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to complain of any part of his conduct, he 
' © js at liberty to renounce a friend unworthy 
of the name, and to WN 8 n 
© ment. 17. 
lt would be dige. ads Strabo? 
* : for a handſome young man, of illuſtrious 
«© birth, to be without a friend, as the fault 
« would be imputed to his morals. They who 
© have been carried off receive public honours. 
© They have the privilege of the firſt places 
« j in the public aſſemblies, and are allowed to 
* wear the dreſs they owe to affection and 
5 eſteem, during the remainder of their lives; 
% which diſtinctive mark is a public proof 
they have e a e n 2 

& honourable. 

When the young men bid e their 
< exerciſes, and attained the age appointed by 
“the laws, they entered into the claſs of men 
of mature age. Being now become members 
© of ſociety, they had the right of voting in 
«the national aſſemblies, and might be ad- 


4 vanced to all the employments of the repub- 
* lic. At this period they were obliged ta 


-< marry; but before they brought home their 
& wives, they waited till they were qualified 
ta manage a family.” Such; Madam, were 

. | the 
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« ſidered liberty as the greateſt bleſſing citie 
4 can poſſeſs; ſince that alone ſecures the 


u,, OERKE © 
the leading features of the Cretan government. 
< The- legiſlator,” ſays Strabo, © juſtly con- 


« perty of the citizens, of which flavery is 
the certain deſtruction. The flave poſſeſſes 
© no property, not even that of his perfon. 
It is incumbent on all men, therefore, to 
* e their liberty, the ſureſt foundation 
« of which is concord; and we ſee it every 
< where flouriſh, when the ſeeds of diſſenſion 


ere deſtroyed. Diſcord almoſt always ori- 


e pinates in the thirſt of riches, and the love 
of luxury. If for theſe: we ſubſtitute fru- 
* gality, moderation and equality, we ſhall 
* eradicate, envy, hatred, injuſtice, and the 
e paſſions moſt injurious to ſociety ) 
This is preciſely what the Cretan legiſlator | 


effected ; and hence that wealthy, proſperous 


and powerful republic received ſuch. wells 


_ deſerved encomiums from the moſt cele- 


brated philoſophers: of Greece. But the 


greateſt honour: to Crete was, that her laws 


furniſhed Lycurgus with the model of thoſe 
inflitutions vrhich ſt at en 
3 

Thave the honour to be thc! 
LE T- 
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| Th HE ae of . which, as you 
have ſeen, Madam, was as ancient as the ſiege 
of Troy, ſtill flouriſhed in the time of Julius 
Cæſar. We know of no other of ſo long con- 


tinuance. The legiſlator, founding the happt- 


neſs of the Cretans on liberty, gave them laws 
and inſtitutions fitted to form men capable of 
defending their freedom (o). All the citizens 
were ſoldiers (p), and all exerciſed and expert 
in the art of war: for we even find that fo- 
reigners reſorted to Crete, to be inſtructed in 


that art. Philopcemen,” ſays Plutarch (), 


« dently deſirous of acquiring knowledge in 
< the profeſſion of arms, embarked for Crete; 
* where. having eien himſelf among that 


(% Aultot polit. lib. vii. 10 crete the greater part of 


| the laws had relation to war. 

- (p) Plato, de Legibus, lib. i. The Cretan legiſlator 
45 1 hoch his public and private laws to have a re- 
fetence to war, becauſe victory aſſured to the victots the 
property of the vanquiſhed. 
(9) Plutarch, in Vita Phil 
2 „ N 
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&« warlike people, well verſed in every mi- 
& litary art, and accuſtomed to lead a frugal 
ce and auſtere life, he returned to the Achæans, 
& and ſo much diſtinguiſhed himſelf by the 
& knowledge he had acquired, that he was 
„„ immediately appointed Home: of the ca- 
& yalry. AT 
On the other hand, the legiſlator, perſuaded 
that conqueſts were uſually only acts of vio- 
lence and injuſtice, which frequently en- 
feebled, and almoſt always corrupted the mo- 
rals of the victorious nation, endeavoured to 
prevent the Cretans from endeavouring to 
ſubdue foreign countries. The abundant pro- 
ductions of their ifland were ſufficient to ſup- 
ply every real want, and they had no need of 
foreign riches, which, together with com- 
merce, would have introduced luxury, and all 
its attendant vices. He knew how to in- 
ſpire his nation with a diſregard for theſe ſu- 
perfluities, without expreſsly forbidding them. 
The gymnaſtic exerciſes, which furniſhed 
ſufficient employment for the leiſure of ardent 
youth; the pleaſures of the chace, to which 
they were: much addicted; friendſhip, which 
he had taught them to revere as a divinity ; 
the public ſhows, where all the different claſſes 
PHE Irs Po. 


Ar 
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7 of ſociety met together, and to which the wo- 


men were admitted (7); the love of equality, 


_ regularity, and their country, with which all 
hearts were inflamed; and the wiſe inſtitutions, 


which rendered the whole nation but a ſingle 


family; all conſpired to attach the Cretans to 


their iſland, on which they found the utmoſt” 


happineſs they could wiſh, without entertain- 
ing any deſire to ſeek abroad an imaginary 
glory, or ſubject other nations to their power. 
From the time the government of this country 
firſt became republican, till it was attacked 
by the Romans, we never find the Cretans 
to have attempted any foreign invaſion; an 


honour reſerved excluſively to them among all 


the people celebrated in hiſtory. Individuals, 


indeed, might ſerve in the armies of other 


ſtates: the kings, and princes of which, know- 
ing their bravery and ſkill in archery, ſtrove 


who ſhould firſt induce them to enter into 


their pay, as each was defirous of having in 
his army a body of Cretan bowmen, ſince 
the whole world could not produce any more 
expert hr, © The arrows of Gortyna,” ſays 


i Claudian, 


(x Platarch; in Vita Theſei. 


BY Claudian, Plutarch. in Pyrrh. Pauſanias in Me- 
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Claudian, & happily directed, nnd 4 
„ wounds, and never miſs their aim.“ 


But though the numerous and flouriſhing 
cities of Crete did not unite to enflave the 
neighbouring iſlands, by drenching them with 
the blood of their inhabitants, they were not 
wiſe enough to preferve peace among them- 
ſelves. The torch of diſcord was frequently 
lighted. The moſt powerful wifhed to rule 
over the others. Cnoſſus and Gortyna, ſome- 
times in alliance, attacked and ſubjugated the 


neighbouring cities, and ſometimes making 


war on each other, ſaw the braveſt of their 
youth periſh in theſe civil conteſts. Lyctos 
and Cydon oppoſed an unſhaken barrier to 
their ambition, and preſerved their liberty. 
The latter had obtained fuch power (i), as 


. to be able to turn the ſcale in favour of which- 


ever {ide it declared. Theſe civil wars occa- 
ſioned the ruin of many cities, and deluged | 
with blood the country of Jupiter. 

To what muſt we attribute theſe inteſtine 
diſſenſions? One part of the iſland was occu- 


neſſiacis, atteſt the ſkill of the Cretans in the art of ſhooting 


arrows, and that foreign princes were very deſirous to 
form bodies of archers, conſiſting * of that nation. 
(t) Strabo, lib. x. 
pig | 
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pied by the Eteocretans, or native inhabitants, 
among whom were ſettled colonies from 
Athens, Sparta, Argos, and Samos (2), who 
poſſibly {till retained in their hearts the ſeeds of 
ancient animoſity, and their inveterate hatreds 
only waited a favourable opportunity to ripen 
into open violence and revenge. Perhaps too, 
the ſtrongeſt, confiding in their ſuperiority, 
were tempted to avail themſelves of their 
power, and ſubſtituted force for right; nor 
are we to forget that the Cretan youth, trained 
to military exerciſes from their infancy, were 
ever ready to betake themſelves to arms. 
Theſe probably are the reaſons which ſo often 
hurried to the combat, a people ſubject to 
the ſame laws, the ſame cuſtoms, and the 
ſame religion. Be this as it may, the Cretans, 
convinced that victory depended on the una- | 
nimity of their troops, magnificently adorned 
the moſt beautiful young men of the army; 
and made them ſacrifice to friendſhip, before 
they engaged in battle(v). There are countries 
where, on like occaſions, the commanders 


620 Herodot. lb. i. ſays, the Samians, who built 
pipe erected en there, among which was that of 
Dictynna. 


60 Aeneas lib. xiii. So Ges os 
2 N 3 ___ ought 
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ought to be obliged to ſacrifice to Concord; 

and if their ſacrifice were ſincere, it would 

at once redound to their own glory, and pre- 

vent rivers of human blood from n. Third 
to no purpoſe to the ſtate. 

The'love of war did not. extinguich in! . 
hearts of the Cretans that exquiſite ſenſibility 
which made them cultivate and encourage 
the fine arts. The Cretans,” ſays Sozo- 
men (x), © diſplayed their cons: to 
c Homer, by giving him a thouſand crowns; | 
« and glorying in a generolity not to be ſur- 
& paſſed, preſerved the memory of their dona- 
4 tion by a public inſcription.” In Crete, adds 
Ptolemy (y), men are ſtill more anxious to 
cultivate their minds, than to- exerciſe their 
bodies. Therefore, when diſcord reigned 
among them, the voice of wiſdom, and the 
charms of poetry, brought them back to rea- 
ſon. Thales of Gortyna (s), the inſtructor of 
Lycurgus, was one of their moſt celebrated 
philoſophers, poets, and legiſlators ; $5 and l 

() Sozomen. Hiſt, Feclef. 8 25 

() Ptolem. in Tetrab. lib. ii. 

(2) Pauſanias, in Atticis, ſays, chat this Thales was | 


of Gortyna. Diogenes Laertius aſſerts, that he lived in 
the time of Lycurgus and Homer. 1 e lib, x. 1 5 


to gonfirm this opinion, ty cull 
60 ccelstullx 


d . n ei 


ſucceſsfully applied his knowledge and talents 
to reſtore concord to his fellow citizens (a). 
His poetry conſiſted of diſcourſes in verſe, 

4 exhorting the people to unanimity and obe- 
« dience to their ſuperiors; he poſſeſſed the 
„art of conveying in the moſt harmonious 
6 metre, the moſt ſolid and beneficial inſtruc- 
« tion. So great was the effect of his poetry, 
ce that his hearers, who found their under- 
. ſtanding, heart, and ears, equally perſuaded 
&« and charmed, gradually ſuffered all their 
“ animoſity to ſubſide ; and enamoured with 
the bleſſings of peace, which he painted in 
& the moſt lively colours, forgot their inteſtine - 
„ hatreds, and ranged themſelves under the 
& ſtandard of concord.” It is ſaid that this 
ſage invented the airs appropriated to the mili- 
e n and the Cretan TOE We Men, 
over 

(a) Plutarch, in Vita Lycurg. 

(3): The Scholiaſt on Pindar (Pyth. Od. 2.) fays that 
theſe dances were inſtituted by the Curetes. Strabo 
(lib. x.) is of the ſame opinion; he adds, however, that 
Thales invented the Cretan Rhythmus. Nicholas Da- 
maſcenus, and Marius Plotius (de Metris), attribute the 
invention of the armed Pyrrhic to Pyrrhicus of Cydon. 
May we not reconcile theſe authors by ſuppoſing the 
Curetes to have been the firſt inſtitutors of the military 

damen that Pyrrhicus invented that peculiar one which 
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over whom poetry and muſic had ſuch power, 
could not be enemies to pleaſure; and we ac- 
cordingly find it to have been a cuſtom with 
them to mark their happy days by white 
ſtones, and their unhappy ones with black (c). 
At the end of the year, they examined the 
number of theſe ſtones, and only eſteemed 
themſelves to have lived the days denoted: by 
the white ones, as they eſtimated the length 
of life only by its enjoyments. Hence the 
inſcription frequent on their tombs : He 
lived, ſo many days; he exiſted, ſo many. 

In minds of ſenſibility and generoſity; a 
love of glory is eaſily awakened. The Cretans 
reſorted to all the celebrated ſolemnities of 
Greece, and bore away the palm in the 
Olympic, Nemean, and Pythian games (d); 
others, who were favourites of the Muſes, 
turned into heroic verſe the oracles of the 
- prophets, and compoſed poems to celebrate 
the great deeds of heroes (e)- Several diſtin- 

guiſhed 


bore his name, and that Thales compoſed the airs, or 


_ adapted new muſic to them? 


(c) Cornutus, on the ſecond Satire of Perſius. 
(4) Such as Ergoteles of FA celebrated by ena 


Ode xii. 


(e) Jophon of Cnoſſus ou! into heroic verſe the oracles 
| of 
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guiſhed themſelves as hiſtorians (/). It is ſaid, 
that the moſt ancient conteſt was that in 


which a prize was propoſed to the poet who 


| beſt ſhould ſing a hymn to Apollo, and in 
_ which the victory was adjudged to Chry- 
ſothemis of Crete (g). | 


- Time, however, has annihilated ala all 
their works; and if Pindar had not immor- 


taliſed ſome of thoſe Cretans who were victors 
in the Grecian games, we ſhould: not at pre- 
ſent even know their names. The. temple: of 
Diana, at Epheſus, built by Cteſiphon, and 
his ſon Metagenes, both Cretans, has not 
proved more durable (5). This noble building 
Was of the Ionic order (7) ; and to the beauty of 


of the Prophets. Pauſanias.—Rhianus of Bena wrote 
ſeveral books in verſe, and compoſed ſeyeral rr, Ste- 


phanus, 

(J) DiQys of Cnoſſus accompanied Idomeneus into 
Troas, and wrote the hiſtory of that famous ſiege which 
Homer has rendered fo celebrated. Joannes Tzetzes.— 
Lucillus of Tarrha wrote a eee on the hiſtory of 
the Argonauts, &c. 

(g) Pauſanias, in Phocicis. 


) Pliny, lib. vii. cap. 37. Gipben of Cnoſſus was 


celebrated for the admirable ſkill he e in _ 
the temple of Diana at Epheſus. 
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mne marble, che elegance of the architecture; 
the majeſty of the edifice, and the inimitable 


perfection of the whole, was added a ſolidity 


which alone could add value to ſo grand a 


deſign. The names of the artiſts who built 


it have deſcended to poſterity, though the 
marbles, columns, and ornaments, which ren- 
dered them immortal, have been diſperſed or 
deſtroyed, leaving ſcarcely the ſlighteſt trace 
remaining of one of the ſeven nn of 
the world. | 

Nations paſa. away kin off the earth, like | 
the monuments of their power, and after a 
few centuries, with difficulty can we diſcover, 
in their deſcendants, the veſtiges of their an- 


cient character. Some ſubſiſt longer than 


others, and we are able almoſt always to calcu- 
late their duration by the wiſdom of their laws, 
and the fidelity with which they are obſerved. 


The republic of Crete, eſtabliſhed on the 


ſolideſt foundations, for ten centuries knew 
no foreign maſter, and bravely repelled the 


attacks of every foreign prince who attempted 
to enſlave her. But at length the fatal period 


arrived when the Romans; elated with their 
victories, and proud of their power, aſpired 
to the empire of the world, and would no 

dene 


longer admit of any diſtinction among the 
ſurrounding nations, but that. of ſlaves or ſub- 
jects (). Florus does not diſſemble that am- 


bition, and the deſire of ſubjecting the famous 


country of Jupiter, were the only motives 
which induced the Romans to attack Crete. 
66“ Should we en into the real cauſe of 


« the Cretan war,” ſays he, it muſt be con- 


6 feſſed, it was ae. into only from the 
64 deſire of ſubjugating that celebrated iſland; 
Crete was ſuppoſed to have favoured Mi- 


c thridates, and Rome revenged the pretended 
& inſult, by declaring war againſt her. Marcus 


& Antonius (1) (the father of the triumvir) 


„ failed on this expedition, perſuaded he ſhould | 


“ make an eaſy conqueſt ; but his meanneſs 
and preſumption met with deſerved puniſh- 
6c ment. The enemy cut off the greater part 
& of his fleet, and hung up their priſoners to 
ce the maſts; after which they returned tri- 
be umphant into their harbours.” . 

| Rome. never e a defeat. No ſooner 


(#) ae lib. iii. 


(1) Marcus Antonius was n to guard all the 
maritime coaſts of the Roman empire. He periſhed! i in 
Crete, where he Joſt his honour, 


Was 
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was the Macedonian war ended, than ſhe 
armed for vengeance, and ſent Quintus Me- 
tellus with a formidable armament. againſt 
Crete (n). He met, however, with a very ob- 
ſtinate reſiſtance. Panarus and Laſthenes, two 
experienced commanders, having aſſembled 
twenty thouſand men, of determined courage, 
and ardent in the cauſe of their country, 
withſtood for three ſucceſſive years the 
arms of the Romans; who were not able to 
gain poſſeſſion of the iſland, till they had de- 
ſtroyed its braveſt warriors. They loſt there 


a great number of men, and with the utmoſt. 


difficulty obtained a bloody victory. The 
fortune of Rome, at length, triumphed, and 
the firit care of the conqueror was, to aboliſh - 
the laws of Minos (n), and ſubſtitute thoſe of 
Numa. The ſenſible and judicious Strabo (o) 
complains of this ſeverity, and ſays, that in 
his time the Cretan inſtitutions were no longer 
_ obſerved, becauſe the Romans had compelled 
the conquered provinces to adopt their laws. 
Still more effectually to i to themſelves 


160 Velleius Paterculus, lib. ii. 

(n) Paulus Diaconus, Hiſt. 8 lib. vi. 
0 Strabo, lib. x. 5 - 
the 


$ 


o X Gir'r econ als 


the poſſeſſion of the iſland, they ſent a nu- 


merous colony to Cnoſſus (p). 

From that period to the preſent time, Ma- 
dam, that is to ſay, during a ſpace of nine- 
teen hundred years, the Cretans have ceaſed 
to be a nation, and have gradually loſt their 
courage, their virtues, their ſciences, and 
their arts. This deplorable debaſement can 
only be attributed to the extinction of their 


liberty. So true is it, that man is born for 


liberty, and that, deprived of this ſupport, 
which he has received from nature to ſuſtain 
his weakneſs, his genius expires, and his cou- 


rage languiſhes, till he ſinks to the loweſt 


point of degradation. 
(9) The iſland of Crete, together with the 
little kingdom of Cyrene on the coaſt of Lybia, 


compoſed a Roman province, which at firſt 


was governed by a Proconſul, afterwards by 


a Queſtor and an Aſſeſſor (r); and, at length, 


as we learn from Suetonius, by a Conſul (5). 
This iſland was one of the firft which received 
the light of the Goſpel. The Chriſtian faith 


(p) Idem, ibid. 

() Tdem, lib. xvii. 

«(r) Dion. | 

0 Suetonius, in Vita Veipaſſanl. 
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was planted there by St. Paul; and his diſciple 


Titus, whom he left to bring to perfection the 
good ſeed he had ſown, was the firſt biſhop, 
Under the reign of Leo, Crete contained 

twelve biſhoprics (7), all ſubordinate to the 
_ Patriarch of Conſtantinople («). Conſtantine 


divided the province of Crete and Cyrene in 
the diſtribution he made of the empire, Leav- 


ing three ſons, Conſtantius, Conſtantine, and 


Conſtans; he gave to the former Thrace and 
the Eaſt; to the ſecond, the kingdom of the 


Weſt; and to the third, the iind of n 


Africa, and Illyria. 


(v) When Michael Balbus + was in poſſeſſon 


of the throne of Conſtantinople, the revolt of 


Thomas, which continued three years, cauſed 


him to neglect the other parts of the empire. 
The Agarenians, an Arab nation, who had 
conquered the fineſt provinces of Spain, took 
advantage of this opportunity, to fit out a con- 
ſiderable fleet, and, after having pillaged the Cy- 


(t) Theſe biſhoprics ranked in the following order, as 


we ſee in the Novel of the Emperor Leo: Gortyna, Cnoſſus, 


Arcadia, Cherroneſus, Aulopotamos, Agrium, Lampa, do- 


nia, Hiera, Petra, Sitea, Ciſſamo. 


( Zozim, lib. ii. 


(v) Conſtant. 3 de adminiſtrando Im- 


perio, cap. xii. 
* 1 
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clades, they attacked the iſland of Crete, where 


they eſtabliſhed themſelves almoſt without re- 
ſiſtance. To ſecure their conqueſts, they built 
a fortreſs, which they called Khandak (7. e. an 
intrenchment), and which name by the Vene- 
tians was ſoftened into Candia, From this 
citadel the Barbarians made incurſions into 
every part of the iſland, ſpreading terror and 


deſolation wherever they came; and, at length, 
made themſelves maſters of all the cities and 


towns, except Cydon. Michael in vain en- 


deavoured to drive them from the iſland ; nor 


was the emperor Baſilius the Macedonian more 
fortunate ; they defeated him in a bloody 
battle; but one of his generals, having been 
more ſucceſsful, impoſed on them a tribute. 
At the expiration of ten years, the Arabs re- 


fuſed to pay the ſum ſtipulated, and it was 


reſerved to Nicephorus Phocas (x), who after- 


wards became emperor, to deliver this beauti- 


ful iſland from the yoke of the infidels. He 


landed there with a numerous army, attacked 


them with great bravery, and defeated them 
in ſeveral battles; till at length the Saracens, 
no longer daring to keep the field againſt this 


formidable opponent, ſhut themſelves up in 
(*) Murtius. 


their 
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their fortreſſes. Phocas, provided with all the 
warlike machines neceſſary for fieges, took 
their places of ſtrength one after the other, 
and forced them even in Khandak, their me- 
tropolis, and laſt ſtrong hold. After a cam- 
paign of nine months, he entirely reduced the 
land, made the king Curup, and his lieu- 
tenant Anemas, priſoners, and reſtored to the. 
empire a province which had been in the poſ- 


 ſeffion of the infidels during one hundred and 


twenty-ſeven years. It remained ſubject to 
the emperors of Byzantium till the time of 
Baldwin earl of Flanders, who, raiſed to their 
throne, magnificently rewarded Boniface, 
marquis of Montferrat, for the ſuccours he 
brought him, by creating him king of Theſſa- 
lonica, and adding the iſland of Crete to his 
dominions. By this nobleman, who 'was 
more greedy after wealth than ambitious of 
glory, it was ſold to the Venevdtis" in 
1194 (3). | 
Under the wiſe laws of this great republic, 
Crete again began to revive. The people en- 
joyed the bleſſings of a mild government, and, 
encouraged by their maſters, applied them- 
ſelves to commerce and agriculture.  Travel- 
(3) La Guerra Cretenſe. 
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lers received from the Venetian governors 
every afliſtance they could deſire, for extend- 1 

ing and perfecting inquiries beneficial to man- | 1:8 
kind. Belon, the naturaliſt, ſpeaks, in term _ 
of the higheſt gratitude and commendation, of 1-0 
the ſervices rendered him by them, and gives e 
an intereſting deſcription of the flouriſhing 00 
| Nate of the country through which he tra- Tl! 
The ſeat of govetnment was eſtabliſhed at | | IM; 
Candia, where the magiſtrates and members 19 
of the council reſided. The ſupreme autho- 1 
rity was veſted in the Proveditor General, 1 | 7 
whoſe power extended over the whole king- i 1 
"TOUGH 7 | HS 11 
Venice had been in the poſſeffion of Crete _ 
during five centuries and a half, when, at the } 
time that Cornaro occupied the moſt important [ 


poſt, the ſtorm began to gather on the ſide of 
Conſtantinople. The Turks, for a whole 1 
year, had been aſſembling a prodigious arma- 1 
ment, and deceived the Bailli by aſſuring 1188 
him it. was intended againſt Malta. But in | | 
164 5, in the midft of profound peace, they fad. | 
denly invaded Crete with a fleet of four hun- N 
dred fail, having on board ſixty thouſand fol | {if 
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diers, under the command of four Pachas (2). 
The Emperor Ibrahim, who gave orders for 


this expedition, had no plea for undertaking 


it. He, however, had recourſe to the uſual 


arts of eaſtern perfidy. To tmpoſe upon the 


Venetian Senate, he loaded their ambaſſadors 
with preſents; ordered his fleet to proceed as 
far as Cape Matagan, as if quitting the Archi- 
pelago, and poſitively aſſured the governors 
of Tine and Cerigne, that the republic had 
nothing to fear for her poſſeſſions ; yet, at the 
very moment the Porte was making theſe 


proteſtations, the fleet ſailed into the gulph 


of Canea, and paſling between that place and 


Saint Theodore, proceeded to form a landing 


below the river of Platania. Such indeed has 
ever been the manner in which the Turks 
have acted towards the people they wiſhed to 


ſubjugate. Fraud and force are the two means 


they employ to.accompliſh their deſigns ; but 
the time is certainly not far diſtant, when 


(.) The Captain Pacha, by birth a Croat, who com- 

manded the fleet; the Pacha who commanded by land, 
and was to conduct the fiege; Haſſan Pacha, Beglier Bey 
of Romelia, who was the firſt that entered the walls of 
Babylon; and Amurat Pacha, Aga of the Janiſſaries. 
CES 1 ney. 
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they wilt be compelled to reſtore their ung juſt. 


conqueſts. 


The Venetians, not bene this ſudden 
Invaſion, had made no preparations for de- 


fence, and the Turks landed without the leaſt 


reſiſtance. The little iſland of St. Theodore 
is but a league and a half from Canea, and only 


three quarters of a league in circumference. 


Here the Venetians had erected two forts, 
one called Turluru, on the top of the ſteepeſt 
cliff, and the other named St. Theodore, lower 
down. It was of the utmoſt importance for 


the invaders to poſſeſs themſelves of this 
rock, which might have greatly incommoded 


their ſhips. They loſt no time, therefore, 
in commencing the attack, which they car- 
ried on with vigour. The former of theſe 
fortreſſes had neither cannon nor ſoldiers, 
and was taken without firing a gun. The 
ſecond had only a garriſon of ſixty men, 
but they defended themſelves to the laſt extre- 
mity; and when the Turks entered it, they 
found only ten ſoldiers remaining, whoſe heads 


| were barbarouſſy ſtruck off by order of the 


Captain Pacha. | 
Maſters of this important poſt, as well as 
of the Lazaret, a rock ſituated half a league 
O 2 from 


_ * 90 * : » ge” 
. D "Is : — ay W 
, % 1 1 i 
. B cor r 
= a 3 — - 
7 2 wage "VV waz — * 
w of —_— 
— — — 
— 
- \ * 


5 
3 
1 
j 
Y 


196 1 E N DOLL 


5 from 3 the Turks blockaded the city by 


ſea, and ſurrounded it with lines of circum- 
vallation by land. General Cornaro was thun- 


der- ſtruck, on learning that the enemy had 


made a deſcent. The whole ifland contained 
only a body of three thouſand five hundred - 
infantry, and a ſmall number of horſe ; and 
he knew that the beſieged town had only a 
thouſand regular troops for its defence, and a 
few citizens able to bear arms. He ſent in- 


ſtant advice of his diſtreſs to Venice, and took 
his poſt at the harbour, that he might be more 


at hand to ſuccour the beſieged. He threw 
about two hundred and fifty men into the 
town, before the enemy could get their lines 
completed, and often attempted, but in vain, 


to introduce new reinforcements. The Turks 


approaching the body of the place, had car- 


ried a half moon, which covered the gate of 


Retimo ; and availing themſelves of their nu- 
merous artillery, continued daily to batter the 


| wall in breach. The beſieged bravely returned 


their fire, and made them pay dearly for a fer 
doubtful ſucceſſes. General Cornaro endea- 
voured to arm the Greeks, and eſpecially the 
Spachiots, who boaſted of their bravery. He 
formed a battalion 1 them; but their days 
> | - 0b 
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of proweſs were no more: the moment they ſaw 
the enemy, and heard the thunder of the artil- 
lery, they ſhamefully took flight, nor was it 


poſſible to make a ſingle man of them ſtand fire. | 
| | While the Senate of Venice were delibe- 
rating on the means of ſaving Candia, and 


buſted in fitting out a fleet, the Maho- 


metan generals laviſhed the blood of their 
foldiers, to bring their enterprize to a glorious 


termination : they had already loſt twenty 
thouſand warriors in the different engage- 
ments; but they had deſcended into the foſſes, 
and dug under the ramparts thoſe frightful 
cavities, in which the powder confined burſts 
with an horrible exploſion, and overturns forts 
of the greateſt ſolidity. They played off one 


of theſe mines under the baſtion of St. Deme- 


trius, which blew up a great part of the 
wall, and ſwallowed all its defenders. The 


aſſailants inſtantly mounted the breach, ſabre 
in hand, and, profiting by the general con- 
ſternation, made themſelves maſters of that 


poſt. The beſieged, recovered: from their 
fright, fell upon them with unexampled in- 


trepidity. About four hundred Venetians | 


ruſhed} on two thoufand Turks, already in 


poſſeſſion of the wall, __ 3 them 
Oo 3; | wit. 
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with ſo much ardour and obſtinacy, a as to 
make a prodigious flaughter, and force the 
remainder into the ditches. In this extremity 
every body fought ; the monks carried the 
muſket ; women, forgetting the delicacy of 
their ſex, appeared in the midſt of the defend- 
ants, either to aſſiſt in ſupplying them with 
arms, or to wield them themſelves againſt the 
enemy; and ſeveral of theſe glorious heroines | 
loſt their lives. 

During fifty days the place held out againſt 
the whole forces of the Turks; and even at the 
laſt moment, if the Venetians had ſent a fleet 
to its ſuccour, the kingdom of Candia would 


have been faved. They could not, undoubt- 


edly, be ignorant of the following fact: The 
north wind blows full into the gulph of Ca- 


nea, and when ftrong, the ſea runs very high. 


It is then impoſſible for any ſquadron, how- 
ever numerous, to form in line of battle to 
wait an enemy. Had the Venetians ſet ſail 
from Cerigne with this favourable wind, they 
would have reached Canea in five hours, and 
entered the harbour in full ſail, without firing 


a ſhot, or the poſſibility of being oppoſed by 


a ſingle Turkiſh veſſel, which could not move 
without endangering "ow _— on the coaſt, 
TE and 
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and daſhing to pieces on the ſurrounding 
ſhoals. Inſtead of executing ſuch a plan, ſug- 
geſted by the very nature of the ſituation, 
they ſent a few galleys, which not daring to 
double Cape Spada, coaſted along the ſouthern 
ſhore of the iſland, and failed of ey the 
Parent intended. 

The garriſon of Canea, e of ſuc- 
cours which had been long delayed, ſeeing three 
breaches open, by which the infidels might 
eaſily mount to the aſſault, overcome with fa- 
tigue, and covered with wounds, reduced to 
five hundred men, whom it was neceſſary to 
diſperſe over walls of half a league's circum- 
ference, every where undermined, at length 


demanded a capitulation. They obtained the 


moſt honourable conditions; and after two 
months glorious defence, which coft the Turks 
five and twenty thouſand men, marched out 
of the place with all the honours of war. 
The citizens who did not chooſe to remain 
had permiſſion to withdraw; and the Turks, 
contrary to their cuſtom, exec qed the con- 
vention with tolerable fidelity. e 
| The Venetians, after the capture of Canea, 
retirdd” to Retimo; and the Captain Pacha 
proceeded to lay ſiege to the Caſtle of La 
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200 LETTERS, 


Sude, ſituated at the.entrance of "4 * on 
a rock about a quarter of a league in cireum- 
ference. He raiſed batteries, and endeavoured, 


but without effect, to make a breach in the ram». 


parts. Beſpairing to carry it by force, he leſt 
troops to continue the blockade, and marched 
towards Retimo. This town, without walls, 
was defended by a citadel, built on an emi- 
nence that commanded the harbour, into 


which General Cornaro had retired. At the 


approach of the enemy, he drew his men out of 
the citadel, and waited for them in the open 
field. During the action he expoſed his per- 


ſon without reſerve, and fought in the ranks 


to encourage his. ſoldiers. A glorious death 


was the reward of his bravery ; but his fall 


was followed by the loſs of Retimo (a). 


The Turks, by landing freſh troops in the 
iſland, introduced the plague, which almoſt 


_ conſtantly accompanies their armies. This 
dreadful diſtemper made a rapid progreſs from 
day to day, and, like a devouring flame, ex- 


terminated. the greateſt part of the inhabit- 

ants (. The remainder, terrified at its ra- 

' 4 a) Etat gens de VEmpir Ottoman riſing partie 
15 Idem. 5 


1 2 8 o Ae ar 
* 


wages, 
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vages, eſcaped into the Venetian n and 
left the iſland almoſt a deſert. 
In 1646 commenced the ſiege of Candis, &f 
a much longer duration than that of Troy; 
Were a fertile and brilliant imagination, like 
that of Homer, to collect into one poem the 
extraordinary events of this celebrated ſiege, 
poſterity would be preſented with noble deeds 
of arms, magnificent ſcenes, and heroes not 
inferior ta thoſe of the Iliad. Memorable 
actions are not wanting in the hiſtory of na- 
tions. Every age produces new ones; but a 
genius, like that of the father of poetry, does 
not ariſe in many ages. It would be incon- 
ſiſtent with my intention, in theſe letters, to 
enter into long details. I ſhall coniie myſelf, 
therefore, to a curſory deſcription of the prin- 
cipal events which occurred during the fiege 
of Candia. The Turks, in 1648, had made 
but little progreſs before that place : they 
were frequently defeated by the Venetians, 
and ſometimes compelled to retire to Retimo. 
At this period Ibrahim was ſolemnly depoſed, 
and his eldeſt fon, only nine years of age, 
placed. on the throne, under the name of Me- 
hemet IV. But the Sultan, in the receſſes of v 
Pls ! ran, ſtill continuing an object of in- 
- quietude, 
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quietude and alarm to the authors of the | 
revolution, he was ſtrangled on the ' 19th. of 
Auguſt of the ſame year. The young em- 
peror, whoſe adyancement to the throne was 
thus effected by the murder of his father, was 
himſelf, in the end, precipitated from it, to paſs - 
the remainder of his days in the obſcurity of 
a dungeon (c). The whole Ottoman hiſtory 
is nothing but one continued tiſſue of ſuch 
murders and treaſons; but ho- een 
are its leſſons for all deſpots! _ 

In 1649, Uſſein Pacha, who continued the 
blockade of Candia, receiving no ſuccours 
from the Porte, was obliged to raiſe the ſiege, 
and fly to Canea. The Venetians naw kept 
the ſea with a ſtrong ſquadron, and attacked 
the Turkiſh fleet in the bay of Smyrna; burnt 
twelve ſhips, two gallies, and killed fix thou- 
ſand men. But the infidels, ſome time after, 

having found means to land an army in 

Candia, recommenced with till greater fury 

| the ſiege of that city, and having gained poſ- 
ſeſſion of an advanced work, which greatly in- 
commoded the beſieged, reduced them to the 
neceſſity of blowing it up. 


(e) Aſter a reign of a years, Mehemet Iv; | 
was e, and confinedi in a priſon. > 
| "Trad 
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From 1650 to 1658, the Venetians, conti- 


nuing maſters of the ſea, waited every year for 
their enemies at the ſtraits of the Dardanelles, 
and defeated their numerous fleets in four ſea- 
fights, in which they ſunk a great number of 
their caravelles, took many others, and ſpread 
eonſternation to the very walls of Conſtan- 
tinople, which was filled with tumult and diſ- 
order. The Grand Signior in diſmay, not 


thinking himſelf in ſafety, abandoned his ca- 


pital with precipitation. 

Theſe glorious ſucceſſes raiſed the aids of 
the Venetians, and depreſſed the courage of 
the Turks. They converted the ſiege of Can- 
dia into a blockade, in which they ſuffered 


conſiderable loſſes. In 1659, the Sultan, to 


drive the Venetian fleet from the Dardanelles, 
and ſecure a free paſſage for his ſhips, or- 
dered two new caſtles to be built at the en- 
trance of the ſtraits. He commanded the Pacha 


of Canea to renew the ſiege of Candia, and 


make every effort to obtain poſſeſſion of that 
important fortreſs. In the mean time the re- 
public of Venice, profiting by the advantages 
already gained, made ſeveral attempts upon 


Canea, which city, in' 1660, being vigorouſly 
preſſed, was on the point of ſurrendering, 


; when 
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204 L E N F B RS 
when the Pacha of Rhodes, 1 to its 
ſuccour, threw into it a reinforcement of two. 
thouſand men. He ſafely doubled the point 
of Cape Melec, in ſight of the Venetian fleet, 
which, lying becalmed off Cape Spada, was 
unable to make the ſmalleſt motion to give 
battle to an inferior 0 and rob him of 
his conqueſt. 

Kiopruli, the ſon and Fo of the Viſir 
of that name, who had ſo long upheld the de- 
clining fortune of the Ottoman empire, know 
ing that the people murmured loudly at the 
length of the ſiege of Candia, and dreading a. 
general revolt, which muſt have proved fatal 
to him and to his maſter, left Conſtantinople. 
abour the end of 1666, at the head of a for- 
midable army. Having eluded the vigilance 
of the Venetian fleet, which was waiting for. 
him off Canea, he effected his landing at Palio 
Caſtro, and formed his lines round Candia. 
He had under him four Pachas, and the flower 
of the Ottoman forces. Theſe troops, en- 

couraged by the preſence and promiſes of 
their commanders, and ſeconded by a nume- 


rous train of artillery, performed prodigies of 


valour. All the out- works were entirely de- 
ſtroyed, and nothing remained to the beſieged 
3 | but 


Hob geo wo re n 


but a ſimple line of walls, which, continually | 


ſhaken by the cannon, were falling into ruins 
on every ſide; yet, though it will with diffi- 
culty be believed by poſterity, they ſtill held 
out for three years, againſt the whole forces 
of the Ottoman empire. At length they were 
about to capitulate, when the hope of ſuc- 
cours, ſent from France, again revived their 
valour, and rendered them invincible. Theſe 


ſuccours arrived on the 26th of June, 1669. = 


under the command of the Duke de Navailles, 
who brought with him a great number of 


French noblemen, who came to try their arms 
againſt the Turks. 


The day after their arrival the impatient 


French made a general ſally. The Duke de 
Beaufort, admiral of France, put himſelf at 
the head of the forlorn hope. He marched 
the firſt againſt the infidels, and was followed 
by a numerous body of infantry and cavalry, 
They ruſhed headlong upon the enemy, at- 
tacked, forced them in their intrenchments, 
and would have obliged them to abandon their 
lines and artillery, but for an unforeſeen event 
which checked their courage. In the midſt 
of the action a powder-magazine blew up. 

The moſt advanced loſt their lives. The 
<7 French 
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French ranks were broken, and ſeveral of their 
leaders, among whom was the Duke de Beau- 
fort, were never ſeen more. The ſoldiers 
took to flight in confuſion. The Turks pur- 
ſued them, and it was with the greateſt dif- 
ficulty that the Duke de Navailles regained 
the walls of Candia. The French accuſed the 


Italians of having betrayed them, by directing 
them to ſally ſooner than they ſhould have 
done, and reimbarked, in ſpite of all the entrea- 
ties of the governor. Their departure decided 


the fate of the city: as only five hundred men 
remained for its defence. Moroſini capitu- 
lated with Kiopruli, to whom he gave up the 
whole iſland of Crete, excepting Sude, Gra- 
buge, and Spina Longa. The Grand Vi- 
ſir made his entry into Candia on the 4th 


of October, 1670, and remained there eight 
months, to repair the fortifications. 


The three fortreſſes, left by treaty to the 


Venetians, remained long in their poſſeſſion; 


but at length fell ſucceſſively into the hands 


of the enemy. Thus, after upwards of thirty 


years war, after ſacrificing more than two 
hundred thouſand men, after deluging the 


iſland with rivers of Mahometan and Chriſtian 
| blood, ; 


ON 4 GRE ETESCEE | ou 


blood, the Porte is at preſent in undiſturbed 
poſſeſſion of Candia. 


This, Madam, is /a feeble ſketch of 


hiſtory of Crete, from the diſtant. ages of an- 
tiquity to the preſent æra. As we are about 
to make a tour in the iſland, I ſhall next ſpeak 


to you of its commerce, government, popu- 


lation, and whatever I imagine ym will think 


moſt e e x ; 


15 W the honour to be, be, 80. 
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LETTER XXL. 


'To M. L. M. 2 | 5 ; | 


* have now, og 3 —— 


ance with the Cretans ; I have laid before you 


a ſketch -of their hiſtory, and we will next 


proceed to make an excurſion into the iſland 


they inhabited, and viſit its antiquities 
Elated with having been the birth-place of 


Jupiter, and proud of her hundred cities, 


Crete long continued more powerful than the 
other iſlands of the Mediterranean. At pre- 
ſent her glory is eclipſed. Time has not ſpared 


a ſingle one of all her cities, of which we 


ſee nothing but the ruins. That we are about 
to quit is the modern capital, and has given 


its name to the iſland. As it is ſituated on 
the ſame ſpot where ancient Heracleum for- 


merly ſtood, and is the reſidence of the great 
officers of the Ottoman government, it merits 
a particular deſcription. _ 

„The iſle of Dia,” ſays Strabo A, « ig 


> 66 fituated oppoſite to Heracleum, the ſea-port 


(& Strabo, lib. x. 


cc of 


065 of Chobe It is only three Weis A 2 
«Half diftant from the coaſt. This deſerip- 
tion is exact, and perfectly correſponds with 
the poſition of Candia, and the diſtance be- 
tween that city and the iſle of Dia, now ealled 
Standia. The following paſſage confirms alſo 
the opinion of thoſe who afſert, that the ca- 
pital of Crete is built on the ruins of Hera- 
cleum (e). Cnoſſus, ſituated within land, 


e at the diſtance of twenty-five ſtadia from” 


« the north ſea, has for its port Heracleum.“ 
Twenty-five ſtadia are equivalent to a league, 


and it is at this diſtance from Candia, to the 


ſouth-eaſt, that we find the village of Cnofſou,. 
where the ruins of that once ne city” 
are ill to be ſeen. | | 1 : 

There is no Avi, Ga that the 
modern' Candia, the Kandahk of the Arabs, 
now occupies the {cite of the ancient Hera- 
cleum. You have read, Madam, the princi- | 
pal ' occurrences. of the ' memorable ſiege this 
city ſuſtained ainſt the whole forces of the. 
Ottoman empire. The Turks have repaired 
the ravages of war. The walls, which ſur- 
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for their loading in the ports af 
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7 ference, . well. preſerved, and defended: with 
deep ditches, but covered by no out- work. 


It is, however, ſafe from an attack on the ſide 
of the ſea, as hays cannot een for en 
of water. n 0 fl n 
dec is. the > hong: the Turkiſh goverr p 
— — The Forte uſually ſends thither a Pacha, 
with three tails. Here alſo the principal, offi. 
cers, and different corps. of the Ottoman, ſol· 
diery, are aſſembled. This, city, ſol rich, 
populous, and commercial, under the Vene - 


tian government, is greatly fallen from i 


ancient grandeur. The harbour, which. is a 


handſome baſon, where ſhips are ſheltered 


from every wind, is daily filling up, and is 


now only capable of receiving boats and ſmall. 


veſſels, lightened of a part of their cargo. 
Thoſe freighted by the, Turks at Candia are 
obliged to proceed almoſt in, - ballaſt, om Wait 


ther it is brought to them eee 
Theſe difficulties, which the goyernors dy dot 
endeavour to remedy, are very detrimentab to 
commerce, Which ee has; d 
declined. 1 „ nnd 1041 915 1 DODGE 

Candia, greatly embellihed ra the Vene- 
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tans, is divided into ftrait ſtreets, and deco- I 
rated with - well-built houſes, a handſome 4 


ſquare, arid a magnificerit fountain, but contains 
within its extenſive walls only a ſmall mums | 1 
ber of inhabitants. Several quarters of the = 

wit are almoſt deſerted. That of the market — 


is the ny one in which we perceive activity 


ed the e bat of the Chriſtian temples "nn 
into moſques, They have left, however, two Mi 
churches for the Greeks, one for the Arme- oi 
nians, and a fynagogue for the Jews. The 
Capuchins have a ſmall convent, with a chapel, 
in which the French vice-conſul hears maſs; 
for at prefent he is the only perſon of that 
nation who refides at Candia, the French mers 
chants having refired to Cane. 

To the weſt of Canea ſtretches a chain of | | 
mountains, deſcending from Mount Ida, the : fol q | 
Point of which forms the promentory of Dion. 1H 
| Before we arrive there, we find on the ſea- ; 1 | 
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ſhore Palio Caftro, a name the modern Greeks 

give to all ancient places. Its ſituation cor- 

reſponds With that of Panormus, which lay . + .4 

to the north-weſt of Heracleum. _ © | - 

The river to the weſt of Candia was an- 1% 

cently called the Friton, and near its fource 
Pa Minerva 
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Minerva was born of Jupiter (). A little fur- 
ther is the Loaxus; and about a league to the 
eaſt of the city the river Ceratus flows through 
a delightful valley, which, according to Strabo, 
| paſſed at a ſmall diſtance from Cnoſſus. Be- 
yond is a river, I imagine to be the Theren 18, 
on whoſe banks, according to the fables of 
antiquity, Jupiter celebrated his nuptials with 
Juno (g). In the ſpace of more than half a 
league, round the walls of Candia, we do not 
meet with a ſingle tree. The Turks, during 
the ſiege, cut them all down, and deſtroyed 
the gardens and orchards which environed the 
town. The country beyond abounds i in corn 
and fruit-trees, and the adjacent hills, covered 
with vineyards, yield the malmſey of Mount 
Ida, worthy of a place at the tables of epi- 
cures. This wine, little known in France, is 6 


(/) Diodorus Siculus, lib. v. Tradition ſays, likewiſe, 
that Minerva was born of Jupiter in the iſland of Crete, 
near the ſources of the aka op whence is derived and ww 
thet Tritogenes. 

(g) Diodorus Siculus, lb. v. It is fad, that the 8 
of Jupiter and Juno were celebrated in the diſtrict of 
Cnoſſus, near the river Therenus. We ſtill ſee there a 
temple, where the prieſts of the country imitate yearly, 
in a public feſtival, the ceremonies which — 18 0 
were obſerved at theſe nuptials. FIC 5˙ -. 
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perfumed, of a very agreeable flavour, andi in 
high eſtimation in this country. 
To- morrow, Madam, we ſhall leave Candia. 


Our company will conſiſt of twelve<ravellers, 
among whom are a French vice-conſul, a 


conſul, who is to enter on his office at Canea, 
ſome young merchants, janiſſaries, and others 


who travel from curioſity. We are all armed 


with muſkets, piſtols, ſabres, and ſwords. In 


a country where every thing is decided by 
force, this mode of travelling is the ſafeſt. 


The Mountaineers and Turks have a great 


reſpe& for the arms of Frenchmen ; and the 


only method of being under no apprehenſion 


from their violence is, to appear well provided 
with the means of defence. We ſhall not 
take the ſhorteſt road, as we deſign to viſit 
the moſt remarkable places in the iſland. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
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LETTER XXII. 
To M. L. M. 


Lrzavine Candia, Madam, we dire@ted 
our courſe towards Gortyna, and ſoon ar- 
rived at the ruins of Cnoſſus, called by the 
modern Greeks Cnaſou. This was the royal 
city of Minos, who eſtabliſhed there the ſeat 
of his empire, and there gave thoſe wiſe and 
admirable laws ſo juſtly boaſted by antiquity. 
This city was a league and a half in circuit (þ), 
and long continued one of the moſt celebrated 
of the iſland, United with Gortyna, it gave 
law to (i) almoſt all Crete; but falling after- 
wards into misfortunes (0 Gortyna and Lye- 
tos profited by its decline, and Cnoſſus was 
for a time ſtript of almoſt all its ſplendour; 
but ſoon repairing theſe loſſes, recovered part 
of its ancient power, and reſumed its ſtation 
among the moſt flouriſhing cities of Crete, 
The Romans, to ſecure their conqueſt, eſta- 
bliſhed there a numerous colony. At length, 
(hb) Strabo, lib. X. 


(i) Polybius, lib. iv. 


(#) Strabo, lib. x, BY, 
LE ed : «in 
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in the thirteenth year of the reign of 


4 Nero (/), the whole iſland ſuffering by a 
& violent earthquake, Cnoſſus was totally de- 
« ſtroyed. 1 (i) The lightning, during this 


tremendous calamity, did not proceed from 


the clouds, but from the earth, and the ſea 


retreated ſeven ſtadia (n). Several tombs burſt 
open, in one of which was found the work 


of DiQys of Crete, 1 the events of 
the Trojan war. 


From that time the lofty erachte humbled 


in the duſt, has never riſen from her ruins, but 


| heaps of ſtones, ancient walls half demoliſhed, 


the remains of edifices, and the name of Cu 


 fou, which the ſpot · it ſtood on ſtill retains, 
enable us to aſſign, with certainty, its ancient 


ſituation. Theſe ruins were, no doubt, much 
more conſiderable before the building of Can- i 


dia: becauſe, as they were ſo near, it may 
well be believed the Venetians made uſe of 
them, as materials for the ramparts and houſes 
of that capital, - CPL 


Leaving Cnoſſou on our left, we continued 


1 1 
our Bake, (Of As ſoon as We had reached the : 


<Q Septimius in Epiſt. ad A188 5 
(n) Philoſtratus i in Vita * 5 
(* S | 
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lofty hills, which range along the foot of 
Mount Ida, on the eaſt, the country preſented 
the moſt. agrecable proſpects. At different 
diſtances we diſcovered vallies clad with ver- 
dure, ſmall villages, ſituated on the banks of 
rivulets, environed with beautiful orchards, 
and interſperſed here and there with tufts 
of e Ts which crowned the hil- 
| Jocks, 
"Wer were bent 115 1 to "Its wißt 
eaſt of Candia, and employed in climbing a 
very ſteep path, when our guides appriſed us 
that we were paſſing near the 7omb 95 Jupiter. 
We laboured up the mountain to view this 
ancient monument, but ſaw nothing but a 
heap of ſtones, half eaten away by time, Which 
the inhabitants of the country call the tomb of 
Jupiter. 
Both the fables 5 hiſtories of antiquity 
agree that a Jupiter died, and was *buried in 
the iſland of Crete. The third Jupiter, the ſon 
of Saturn (o), was born there, and his tomb 
(e) Cicero de Natura Deorum, lib. iti, Arnob. 
lib. iv. The third Jupiter, ſon of Saturn, was buried 


in the iſland of Crete. (Theophilus, lib. i.) Jupiter, 
ſon of Saturn, who was king of Crete, has a tomb 


i. 
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is ſtill ſhewn there (p). Jupiter having ended 
his days in Crete, his relations and friends, in 


obedience to his laſt commands, erected a 


temple and a tomb to his memory. This 
temple ſtill ſubſiſted in the days of Plato; but 
time, or earthquakes, have deſtroyed it. This 
philoſopher, who was well acquainted with 
the places he deſcribes, ſpeaks of it thus (2): 

(c The road, which leads from Cnoſſus to the 
& cavern and temple of Jupiter, is very plea- 
e fant. ' We continually meet with alleys of 
(c large tufted trees, whoſe foliage ſhelters us 
4 from the ſcorching beams of the ſun. If 
C we proceed till further, we find woods 
cc of cypreſs-trees, of ſurpriſing height and 

© beauty; by the ſide of which are delight- 

cc ful meadows, where travellers may repoles | 

& and converſe.” 


From all theſe authorities we : may conclude, | 


in that iſland. (Pomponius Mela, lib. it, cap. 7.) We 
fee in Crete a tomb, where, it is almoſt impoſſible to 
| doubt, that Jupiter was buried. The inhabitants ſhew 
the remains of the inſcription, which proves the fact. 
(Chryſoſtom, in Epiſt. Pauli ad Titum.) The Cretans 
polleſs the tomb of Jupiter, on which we read this inſcrip- 
tion: Here lies Zan, who i is called . 
( Cedrenus. 


tO Plato de Tn lib. i 3 5 a - 15 ; 
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bat a man, called Jupiter, who, by Sarb as 

A merited well of his ſubjects, and on 
ours were beſtowed, ' died 

in ihe. Mans of Crete; that à temple Was 


erected to him, which has been deſtroyed by 


time; chat his tomb was ſhewn with an in! 
ſeiptlon on it, until the time of the Roman 


Emperors, and that at preſent there is to be 


ſeen; about three leagues from Cnoſſus, an 
eminence, commonly called Mount Icarus, ori 


the top of which the inhabitants of the coun- 


try point out a heap of ſtones, which they 


which Minos repaired every ninth year, to 
converſe with his father, and receive his laws, 
it may be preſumed not to have been far 
diſtant from this ns oo but we did not 


As | 


00 The ancients almoſt: always join together the | 


cavern and the tomb of Jupiter. Plato ſays, the cave 
and temple of Jupiter; becauſe in his time the ſepulchre 
was embelliſhed with a temple. Minutius Felix ſays 
Jupiter reigned in Crete. . . We till ſee his cave 
« and tomb. The conſtant mention of the tomb 
and cavern together, ſeems to indicate that theſe monu- 


Megs were not diſtant from each other. The ancients 


place - 
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As we deſcended the hill; we met with 


village wedding, on its way to the neighbour- 
ing hamlet, | A great number of Greeks, 
mounted on horſes and mules, compoſed the 


eſcort of the bride, who was ſurrounded by a 


company of handſome girls. They were all 
decked out in their beſt array, and their long 


- white veils fell gracefully on their ſhoulders: 
the men wore fine coloured ſaſhes, and all 


appeared extremely merry, We thought it a 


neceſſary piece of · French politeneſs to ſalute 
the bride, and drawing up in a line, as ſhe 
paſſed, gave her a generaldiſcharge of muſketry. 
Thoſe among the Greeks who had arms, re- 
turned the compliment, and we PEI On 
mutual expreſſions of reſped, 

We now deſcended into the plain, hw 
though it was the month of November, we 
found the heat. conſiderable. We were to 
fleep at the convent of St. George, from which 
we were ſtill three leagues diſtant, and in our 
road had to paſs ſeveral ranges of hills, which 


form the baſis of Mount _ on the eaſt; The 


place the 3 cavern at the hank of rd Ida. Plato 


deſcribes it as on one ſide of Cnoſſus. The ſituation of 


Mount Icarus 1 has mph vith ey pant 
tions, na 
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country preſented a great variety of the moſt 
pictureſque proſpects. Sometimes, from the 
ſummit of a hill, we diſcovered an immenſe 


horizon, terminated by mountains which con- 


cealed their heads in clouds; and preſently 
ſtraying along the bottom of profound vallies, 

adorned with fruit- trees, and flowering ſhrubs, 

we ſeemed as if impriſoned by the vaſt and 
ſteep declivities on each fide. At length, 
after having continued aſcending a long time, 
we perceived at a diſtanee the monaſtery of | 
St. George, the ſight of which gave us no 
little pleaſure, and we redoubled our pace. 
It was evening when we entered the court. 
The monks, at firſt, were alarmed at our num- 
ber; and the ſuperior, according to cuſtom, 
concealed himſelf. But we had a perſon with 
us who was perfectly acquainted with the 
Greeks and their ſubterfuges. He addreſſed 
himſelf to ſome of the fathers, telling them, 
that we had with us the French conſul, who 
was going to Canea, and who, as he had 
great influence with thoſe in power in that 
country, was able to render eſſential ſervices 
to their biſhop, and all the convents in the 
iſland. They did not fail to convey this in- 
formation to the ſuperior, who inſtantly came 

? 4 5 to 


* 
* 


to receive aol 8 us, and 


| Fan en to our com 


Pany. E LF 


We had lid, from 3 a 
oval. to ten French ones, and our horſes were 


very tired. As ſoon as we had alighted, ſeveral 


children came to takg them by the bridle, and 
| walked them about for a quarter of an hour, 


cuſtom. is conſtantly obſerved in Crete 8 they 


never ſhut up the: horſes when in a ſweat, but 
always make a rule of walking them about 


ſome time in the open air. Hence the Cretan 


tire. They boldly climb the ſteepeſt rocks, 


and deſcend the ſame into the vallies, without 
ſtumbling. The traveller 8 life depends on 


the ſureneſs of their footing: for he frequent- 
ly paſſes along narrow paths on the edge f 
dreadful precipices, where a ſingle falſe ſtep 


would infallibly be his deſtruction. 


> 


While ſupper was preparing, one of the 


| monks. earneſtly requeſted. us to viſit his cell. 


He was a lover of good wine, which indeed 
might be ſeen in his countenance, and he re- 

galed us in the beſt manner he could with his 
beloved liquor. It is true, he had but one 


cup, 
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lated it briſkly, and ſeemed highly pleaſed 
with the encomiums we beſtowed on his wine. 
The monłks of Saint George poſſeſs exten- 
Haig lands, on which they feed numerous 
flocks, and which produce corn, barley, wins/ 
oil, wax, and honey; in abundance. The 
Turks have left them theſe lands, on dend 
tion of their exerciſing hoſpitality: towards 
a tolerable good grace. Both riders and 
| horſes are lodged and ſupplied with provi- 
ſions. Theſe houſes are of great uſe in a 
country where there are neither inns nor 
caravanſeras: for without them, the traveller 
would be obliged to carry with him a load of 
baggage, and every neceſſary of life. The 
monks cultivate their fields themfelves; and 
owe what they ey to * der of Wa 
bands... 
A e ae e 6 os to 
us: the middle diſh was a roaſted pig, round 
which were excellent mutton, pigeons, and 


e ie of the table was 


659 The French word bo . | I. anbics is an 
entertainment 9 of both. m meat and fruits. 77 5 


covered | 


1 3 £ 1 82 g 2 x - han < 
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covered with plates of pomegranates, almonds, 
grapes, freſh olives, and honey. This honey, 
as tranſparent as cryſtal,” was delicious; as 


highly perfumed: as the Hoded tfenifetves, hs 
delicate as the fineſt ſweet-meats, and equally 


grateful to the ſmell and taſte, The ſuperior 


ſet before us moſt exquiſite d wines; red, white, 


rund the monaſtery, on which we akevrldt 
beſtowed the higheſt commendations.. 


After ſupper we were eonducted to api 


cious hall, where, notwithſtanding the Eaid- 
neſs of pur beds, we perfectly well enjoyed 

the pleaſures'oÞ vepoſe. To ſhew reſpect to 
the French conſul, they had allotted him a ſe- 
parate apartment, and placed two full deemters- 

by his bed - ide. In the morning, he wiſhed 
to wath' his mouth, and pouring out ſome of 
the ſuppoſed water, found it to be white wine. 
He took the other decanter, and filled his 
glaſa, but this proved to be pure brandy. No 
doubt, theſe good monks are aceuſtomed to 


make libations to the god of ſſeep, or to co. 
fol ſn for his rigours, with che bottle. 6 


ve nene to FLY MM. 
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and orange- coloured, the produce of the i | 
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__ e ke to viſit ortyna and 
the Labyrinth; we ſet out early ja che! 
morning from the monaſtery of St. George, 
and after thanking our hoſts,” who politely; 
furniſhed us with proviſions for our breaks: 
faſt, directed our courſe toward the ſouthern 
part of the iſland, and continued deſcend- 
ing for two hours from the convent into 
the plain. The journey was leſs fatiguing 
than the preceding day. We travelled — | 
a beautiful country interſperſed with villages, | 
and ſurrounded with olive and almond trees. 
The declivities of the hills on the right and 
left preſented us with charming landſcapes. 
This whole diſtrict appeared rich and po- 
pulous; but the time of harveſt and tlie 
vintage being over, we met with but few in- 
habitants, who were ſhut up in their houſes, 

occupied in domeſtic labours. 55 
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After ſome hours travelling, a little path, 
lined with verdant turf, and watered by a 
limpid ſtream, which meandered through the 
valley, invited us to halt. We ſpread. out the jt] 
proviſions of the good monks, and breakfaſted 5 Till! 
at the foot of a plane-tree. Our journey had I 
| ſharpened our appetites, and we found our | | | 
repaſt delicious. The water of the fountain | 

was cool and pure, and a few. bottles of wine 

rendered it ſtill better. Our breakfaſt was very 

cheerful and agteeable, but ſoon over; we re- 
mounted our horſes, and continued our journey. 
Our way lay over a level ground, in- 

cloſed between two chains of mountains, the 

ſides of which were furrowed by the chan- 

nels of limpid ſtreams. Numerous flocks 

of goats and ſheep were feeding on thyme, 

or browſing on the leaves of wild ſhrubs. 

| Here a cottage, ſurrounded with vineyards, 

ſhewed itſelf on the ſummit of a rock ; I 

and there another lay concealed in the ob- „ f if 

ſcurity of a thicket. Our eyes were amuſed 
on every ſide with agreeable and "variegated mM 
proſpects, and we made a great progreſs in \ 5 | 

our journey without perceiving it. 19 


The ſun had run half his courſe; and we > || 
had been ſeven hours on Lotfeback, when _ * AF 
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we arrived at a large town, the inhabitants 
of which have not the beſt of characters. 


They are accuſed of a diſpoſition to rob tra- 
vellers; but, confiding in our arms, we re- 


ſolved to aſk for a dinner. We. were very 


indifferently received in ſeveral houſes, and 


the forbidding appearance of thoſe who 
lived in them made us go on further, till, at 
length, we knocked at a door, where we 


found the inhabitants better inclined. We 


did not find, indeed, the ſplendid table 
of our rich monks, Eggs, olives, honey, 
and bad cheeſe, were all they offered us; 

and for theſe we paid generouſly. When 
leaving this villanous place, many of the 


inhabitants inſulted us with ill language ; 
but the ſight of our muſquets levelled at 


them, and the drawn ſabres 1 our 8 
ſaries, ſoon ſilenced them. 


We now entered the plain of Meſſara, 
which is ſeven leagues in length, and ex- 


tends as far as the ſea on the ſouth ſide 
of the iſland. It is the moſt fertile in corn 
of any in the kingdom of Candia; the ſoil 
here is excellent, and the crop. never diſ- 


appoints the expectation of the huſbandman. 


A ſtrait e us 
ve 


02 < I » "a A 


we ſoon diſcovered, and OY mn "NP 
in examining. _ 

The origin of Gee is uncertain; ; ; the 
opinions of authors varying on the ſubject. 
We know, however, that it is of the higheſt 
antiquity. Homer ſpeaks of i it, as of a power 
ful city defended by walls, It was a flous 
riſhing place when Lycurgus travelled into 
Crete. Some ſay it was founded by Gor- 
tynus, ſon of Tegetes (t). Plato tells us, it 
was built by a colony from Gortyna, a city 


of Peloponnefus; and ſeveral ancient writers 
aſſert that Taurus, who carried off Europa, 
and who reigned in Crete, founded this | 


7 


e city (a). 


060 Stephanus Byzantinus. Gortyna feceived its 
name from the hero Gortynus. It was alſo called La- 
riſſa, Cremnia, and at length Gortyna. (Pauſanias in 
Arcadicis), It is related that Cydon, Catreus and Gor- 
tynus, ſons of Tegetes, paſſed into the iſland of Crete, 
and gave their names to Cydon, Catrea, and Gortyna. 
But the Cretans reject this account, and ſay that Cydon 
was the ſon of Mercury, and Atacallidis the daughter 
of Minos; that Catreus eee 
Gortynus, of Rhadamanthus. 55 | 
(.) Plato de Legibus, lib. iv. _ 


* ' 
< Q..2 A 422 x N 1 Jo We 8 
. . 5 * * 
by vx FS; 25 
4 0 2 6 


0 * GREET EE 427 
we approached Gortyna; the ruins of which 
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However well or ill founded theſe dif- 
ferent accounts may be, Gortyna, ſituated 
in a plain of vaſt extent, watered by nu- 
merous rivulets, fertile in corn, barley, olives, 
and all kinds of productions, became one 
of the moſt conſiderable cities of the iſland. 
It was only five leagues diſtant from the 


| ſea, on the ſouth- ſide, on which it had two 


harbours (v); Lebena, where was a famous 
temple (ww), and Metalla, ſituated at the ex- 
tremity of the cape ſo called. The people 
of Gortyna knew how to avail themſelves 
of theſe advantages, and became exceedingly 


powerful. They united their arms with 


thoſe of the Cnoſhans to ſubdue the neigh- 


' + bouring cities, and greatly extended the li- 


mits of their territory. Their walls were 
more than two leagues in circumference ; but 


Eg (v Euſtathius in Dionyſium. Gortyna was built by 


Taurus, who carried off Europa the Phoenician, and 
who reigned in Crete. (Chron. Alexand.) Taurus 
founded, in the ifland of Crete, a city which he called 
Gortyna, from the name of his mother, the grand- 
daughter of Jupiter. (Cedrenus.) Taurus built in Crete 
the city of Gortyna, fo called after his mother's name. 

(w) Strabo, lib. x. Gortyna has two ports on the 
Lybian fea ; Lebena, from which it is only four leagues 


diſtant, and Metalla, ſituated two leagues beyond. 


having 


 ON:GREECE „% 
having been deſtroyed by time, the magiſ- 
trates began repairing them, but finiſbed 
only eight ſtadia, leaving the reſt of the town 
open (x). Strabo attributes the rebuilding 
theſe walls ()) to Ptolemy Philopater ; but 
adds, that he did not complete them, and 
that they remained unfiniſhed. 
Gortyna contained ſeveral temples, among 
which the moſt remarkable were thoſe of 
Apollo (z), Jupiter (a), and Diana (5). 
firſt was held in great veneration by the 
people of Greece, who, in the time of a 
Plague, ſent thither deputies to conſult its 
oracle (c). Menelaus, going in purſuit of 
Helen, ſatrificed in the ſecond a hecatomb 
to Jupiter; and Hannibal, dreading leſt the 
avarice of the Gortynians might tempt them 
to deliver him up to his enemies, in order 
to obtain his treaſures, the report of which 
had preceded his arrival, depoſited, in preſence 
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(x) Phranzes, Chron. lib. i. | 
(5) Strabo, lib. x. | | . 
(z) Stephan. Byzant. In the male of f Gortyna, was 

the temple and altar of Apollo. 
(a) Photius Biblioth. Hiſt. lib. v. 
(5) &Æmilius Probus. | 
(c) Antonius Liberalis, nn 25. 
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of the people, veſſels filled with lead, 14 
covered with gold and ſilver, in the temple 
of Diana, declaring that he confided to them 
his fortune. Shortly after, however, he took 
an opportunity to eſcape into Aſia with his 

riches encloſed in brazen ſtatues; but the im- 
placable vengeance of Rome purſued him 
every where. The Lethe ran near Gor- 


tyna (4). Strabo (e) aſſures us that he eroſſ- 


ed it. This city having undergone frequent 
revolutions, the river may have, at ſome 
period, flowed round its walls, and, at others, 
through the city; for it is certain that, at 
preſent, ruins are diſcoverable beyond this 
river, which is now only a tolerably large 
rivulet. It was called Lethe, becauſe Har- 
monia, the daughter of Venus, forgot her 
huſband Cadmus on its banks (7). Geo- 


graphers reckon ſeveral rivers of this name. 
Strabo enumerates four (8). 


The 


g 


(.) Uns The river Lethe runs near Gortyna 


' where Taurus carried off Europa. 


(e) Strabo. The river Lethe runs $ throagh the city 


of Gortyna. 


I) Vibius . de Amnibus. a 
(s) Magneſia was ſituated on the Meander, where the 
| river 
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The ruins of Gortyna cover a vaſt extent 
of ground, and enable us to form ſome idea 
of its ancient magnificence. Such of its mo- 
numents as ſtill ſubſiſt, are not of the high- 
eſt antiquity. One of the moſt remarkable 
is a gate built with large bricks, which have 
been formerly covered with freeſtone; thoſe 
of the ſides and arch-way have been de- 
tached, yet it ſtill does, and muſt long con- 
tinue to ſubſiſt. This edifice is of a conſi- 
derable thickneſs, and preſents an extenſive 
front. It cannot be ſuppoſed more ancient 
than the time when Ptolemy Philopater un- 
dertook to rebuild the walls of Gortyna. Be- 
yond this gate, we find a large open ſpace, 
in form nearly a parallelogram, on each ſide 
of which is a double row of pedeſtals. The 
baſes of the marbles are buried, and the 
tops alone appear above the ground. The 
order in which they are ranged gives reaſon 
to conjecture they were part of the portico 
of a temple. At different intervals we meet 


river Lethe falls into it; another river of the fame 
name runs near Gortyna; a third bathes Trieca, a city - 
of Theſſaly ; and we find a fourth Lethe in the weſtern - 


part of Airica. | 
Q4 "with 
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with heaps of rubbiſh, and columns of mar- 
ble, and of granite, buried up to the middle 
of their ſhafts. The capitals lie near them, 
broken off; but ſeveral of them have none. 
Near the farther end of theſe ruins, on 
the banks of that beautiful river, where Har- 
monia forgot Cadmus, we enter a church, 
one fide of which is deſtroyed. Its archi» 
tecture is ſimple, without colonnades; 
and it is about one hundred and twenty 
feet long, by ſixty wide; This is proba- 
bly the ancient cathedral founded by Titus, 
the diſciple of Saint Paul. Some conſider- 
able ruins, ſituated at a little diſtance, may 
be the remains of the palace of the arch; 
biſnop. 
Theſe ruins do not appear ſuitable to what 
might be expected from the grandeur and 
magnificence of Gortyna. But we muſt con- 
ſider that the fineſt marbles have been carried 
off, that we ſee, in adjacent villages, ancient 
columns employed in making gates for the 
Turkiſh gardens, and that the greateſt part 
of its ornaments are buried under the earth, 
which is conſiderably raiſed, If the ground 
were dug into, and proper reſearches made, 
we ſhould certainly and ſtatues and valuable 
anti- 


- 


antiquities. At preſent, the huſbandman paſ⸗ 


ſes his plough over them, and covers with 
his harveſt the ruins of the palaces and tem» 


ples of Gortyna. Such, Madam, is the deſ- 
tiny of ancient cities. They are the work 
of man, and periſh like himſelf. Thoſe 
which, in ages paſt, were the ornament, or 
terror of the world, Thebes, Memphis and 
Babylon, are now no more. Can you ima- 


gine that Paris, that noble city, which con- 


tains within itſelf all the arts, and innumer- 
able inhabitants, will exiſt for ever? Can 
you doubt that the curious traveller ſhall 


one day wander amid heaps of rubbiſh, in 


ſearch of the fituation of her temples and 
her palaces? Let us conſole ourſelves: that 
period is ſtill very remote. 255 
We quitted the plain of Gortyna to viſit 
the Labyrinth. The road leading to this me- 
morable place is rough and ſteep; but, after 
an aſcent of near an hour, we, at length, 
reached the entrance. We had brought with 


us the thread of Ariadne, that is to ſay, four 
hundred fathoms of twine, which we faſ- 


tened to- the gate, where we ſtationed two 


janiſſaries, with orders to ſuffer nobody to 
enter. The opening of the Labyrinth is 


natural, 
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natural, and not wide. When you have ad- 
vanced a little, you find a conſiderable ſpace 
ſtrewed with large ſtones, and covered with 
a flat roof cut out of the ſolid mountain. : 
To diſcern our way amid this gloomy abode, 
we each carried a flambeau. Two Greeks 
bore the clew, which they unfolded or wound 
up as occaſion required. At firſt we loſt 
_ ourſelves in different alleys without an open- 
ing, and were obliged to meaſure back our 
ſteps, but at length diſcovered the true paſ- 
ſage, which is on the right as we enter 
we arrive at it by a narrow. path, and are 
_ obliged to creep on our hands and feet for 
the ſpace of an hundred yards, the roof be- 
ing extremely low. At the end of this nar- 
row paſſage the ceiling riſes ſuddenly, and 
we were able to walk upright, in the midft 
of the impenetrable darkneſs that ſurround- 
ed us, and the numerous ways which ſtruck 
off on each ſide, and eroſſed each other in 
different directions. The two Greeks we had 
hired trembled with apprehenſion; the ſweat 
poured down their faces, and they refuſed 
to advance, unleſs we took the lead. 

The alleys through which we paſſed were 


in general _ ſeven to * feet high; in 
| width 
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width they varied from fix to ten, and 


ſometimes more. They are all chiſeled out 


of the rock, and the ſtones, of a dirty grey, 


are ranged in horizontal layers. In ſome 


places, huge blocks of ſtone, half detached 


from the roof, ſeem ready to fall on your 
head, and you muſt ſtoop in paſſing them, 


not without ſome danger of their falling. This 
havock has, no doubt, been occaſioned by 
_ earthquakes, which are ſo frequent in Crete. 


Thus did we- continue wandering in this 


| maze, of which we endeavoured to diſco- 
ver all the windings, and as ſoon as we 


had got to the end of one alley, entered 


into another, Sometimes we were ſtopped 
ſhort by a paſſage without an opening, and 
at others, after long circuits, were aſto- 
niſhed to find ourſelves at the croſs-way 


from which we had ſet out. Frequently, after 


encircling with our cord a great extent of 


rock, we were obliged to wind it up, and 


return the way we came. It is impoſſible to 
deſcribe to what a degree theſe paſſages are 


multiplied and crooked ; ſome of them form 


curves which lead you inſenſibly to a vaſt 
empty ſpace, ſupported by enormous pillars, 
whence three or four paſlages ſtrike off that 
conduct 


85 
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conduct to oppoſite points ; others, after long 
windings, divide into ſeveral branches: theſe 
again extend a great length, and, terminated 
by the rock, oblige the traveller to trace back 
his way. We walked with precaution in the 
doublings of this vaſt Labyrinth, amid the 
eternal darkneſs that reigns throughout it, and 
which our torches could hardly diſpel. Thus 
fituated, the imagination raiſes up phantoms ; 
it figures to itſelf precipices under the feet. 
aof the curious, monſters placed as centinels, 
and, in a word, a thouſand chimeras wink 
can have no exiſtence. 

The precaution we had taken * 1 
ing with the thread of Ariadne, and of faſ- 
tening it at different diſtances leſt it ſhould 
break, allowed us to advance farther than 
Belon, Tournefort, and Pocock, were able to 
do for want of ſuch aſſiſtance. We obſerv-' 
ed, in ſeveral parts of the middle avenue, 
the cyphers 1700 written with a black pen- 
eil, by the hand of the celebrated French 
botaniſt, An extraordinary circumſtance 
which he remarks, and which we admired 
no lefs than he had done, is the property 
poſſeſſed by the rock of preſenting the names 
engraven on it in relief. We ſaw ſeveral 

. of 
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of them, wherein this ſort of ſculpture had 


ariſen to the thickneſs of two lines (the ſixth 


part of an inch). The ſubſtance of this re- 
lief is whiter than the ſtone (6). 

After ſtraying for a long time in the fright- 
ful cavern of the Minotaur (i); we arrived 
at the extremity of the alley which Tourne- 
fort followed. There we found a wide ſpace, 
with eyphers cut in the rock, none of which 
were of an earlier date than the fourteenth cen- 


tury. There is another ſimilar to this on the 


right; each of them may be about twenty-four 
or thirty feet ſquare. To arrive at this place 
we had run out almoſt all our line, that is to 

ſay, about twenty-four hundred feet, without 
mentioning our various excurſions, * We re- 
mained three hours in the Labyrinth, con- 
tinually walking, withour being able to flatter 


ourſelves with having ſeen every thing. I 


believe it would be impoſſible for any man 


(5) Several of us engraved our names deeply at che 


end of 1779. At the time of preparing theſe letters 


for publication, I am informed that the hollow is al- 
ready filled with this white ſubſtance, which projects 
about a line (the twelfth of an inch) above the names. 


(i) The reader will ſee in the n letter why 
1 LP it this name. | 
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to 9 88 out of it, if left 8 without either 
clew or flambeau; he would loſe himſelf 
in a thouſand windings : the horrors of the 
place, and the intenſe darkneſs, would fill 
him with conſternation, and he muſt miſer- 
ably periſh. 
On our return, we examined a n 5 
we had not before noticed; it conducted us 
to a beautiful grotto, riſing into a dome, 
wrought by the hand of nature. It has no 
ſtalactites, nor indeed is a ſingle one to be 
found in the whole extent of the cavern, 
as the water does not filtrate through the 
roof. Every thing is dry; and, as the air is 
never renewed, the ſmell is extremely diſagree- 
able. Thouſands of bats, the dung of which 
lies in heaps, inhabit this gloomy abode. 
They are the only monſters we diſcovered. 
We came out with a great deal of pleaſure, 
and breathed the external air with a kind of 
rapture. Night now began to come on, and 
the road was not very eaſy to be found; 
we haſtened, therefore, to deſcend the moun- 
tain, and entered a neighhouring farm, where 
we were very 9 y entertained by a 


Turk. 
1 ive che honour be, &c. 
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81 EV E R A L tn; be ene among 
whom are Belon (4): and Pocock (/), pretend 
that the Labyrinth, which I have been de- 
ſeribing, is no more than a quarry, from 
which ſtones were brought to build the city 
of Gortyna. M. Tournefort (m) has ſatisfac- 
torily confuted this. opinion; ; he has n 
that the ſtone of this cavern is too ſoft to 
be fit for building, and that it would have 
coſt enormous ſums to convey it acroſs the 
ſteep mountains that lie between the Laby= 
rinth and the city. It muſt have been much 
more natural for the inhabitants to procute 


their ſtone from the mountains in the vi- 


cinity of e Had the e been 
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but an — quarry, why leave at the 
entrance a channel a hundred yards long, 
ſo low as not to be acceſſible but by creeping, 
and from whence ſtones could not be brought 
until broken in pieces? This would have 
been to double both labour and expence 


to no purpoſe. It is much more proba» | 
ble, adds M. Tournefort, that nature has 


produced the Labyrinth, and that the paſſage ; 
at the entrance has not been altered, to ſhew 
poſterity what was the ſtate of theſe ſubter= 
ranean channels before they were enlarged by 
the hand of man. It is evident, that nothing 
more has been attempted than merely to ren- 
der them paſſable, ſince only thoſe ſtones have 
been cleared away which have obſtructed the 
paſſage; all the others have been left, and 
are ranged in order along the walls, 5 
But for what purpoſe was this Labyrinth 
intended? Is it of great antiquity? And 
was it there the Minotaur was confined 2 
Theſe are queſtions which, I believe, have 
never been anſwered. Let us endeavour, if 
_ Poſſible, to reſolve them. The diſcovery 
_ . of. truth, obſcured by the lapſe of time, gives 


4. 


NE R E K Ar 


Beal to the reader, and amply recom 
penſes the labour of inveſtigation. BER» 
In the firſt place; it is certain that the 


immenſe cavern, the windings of which I have 


deſeribed, is not the Labyrinth formed by 


Deædalus, on the plan of that of Egypt (). 


All the ancient writers atteſt, that the famous 
work of that celebrated architect was ſituated 
at Cnoſſus. © It was agreed, ſays Pauſanias, 
“to ſend to the Minotaur of Crete ſeven vir= 
« pins and ſeven boys, to be thrown into the 
Labyrinth built in the city of Cnoſſus (o). 
« As ſoon as Apollonius arrived at Cnoſſus, 
« he viſited the Labyrinth (y), & .. 


WC) John Tzetzes very ſatisfactorily deſcribes 


this famous edifice, and informs us of the 
ufe for which it was intended. Dxdatus, 


the Athenian, made for king Minos a pri- 


4 fon, from which it was reden to e 
1 Diodorus Souls, lib. i. It is dd that Dells 

travelling into Egypt, was truck with admiration at 

the ſight of the Labyrinth conſtructed with wondrous 

art, and that he formed a a ſimilar one * 1 king of 

Get | k Bas 7'V | — ; g 

(o) Pauſanias in Atticis, | 

() Philoſtratus, i in Vita Apoll onii. 


(16 a Tzetzes. 
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2 lis numerous windings were in the form 
© of a ſnail, and it was called the Labyrint! 
Philocorus (7) aſſerts, after the unanimous 
teſtimony of the Cretans, that © the La- 
* byrinth was a priſon contrived more effec- 
* tually to prevent the nge of male- | 
Ws factors. SE 

The engraving I Tas: his given, = 
which is copied after the deſign of Murtius, 
as taken from an antique gem, correſponds ex- 
tremely well with the deſcription of Tzetzes. 


Such then was the plan of that celebrated 


work of antiquity, conſtructed on the model 
of that of Egypt. It was a priſon wherein 
Theſeus and his companions were to end their 
days, or live deprived of honour. But love 
and courage extricated them from their dan- 


Ser. This Labyrinth ſubſiſts no longer. It 


was indeed. already deſtroyed in the days 
of Pliny. Let us therefore proceed to con- 


5 fider that which is fill exiting. 


Permit me, Madam, to go ſomewhat fur- 
cher back, in order to throw a little light on 
a few obſcure. facts, mingled with ſo many 


00 Plutarch, RE. nant £2) 
bo ler, 


Wbles. By collecting che various opinions of 
ancient authors, perhaps, we may be able to 
remove the veil which conceals truth, Lou | 


know that Androgeos, ſon of Minos, went to 
Athens, and that Egeus, at his return from 


Troœzene (5), celebrated what were called the 


Panathenaic g games, to which all Greece re- 


paired. The Cretan hero entered the liſte, 


vanquiſhed all the combatants, and was pub- 


licly crowned (J. This prince entered into 


a friendly alliance with the Pallantides, who 
made pretenſions to the throne. Egeus, dread- 


ing the. conſequences of this friendſhip, had 
him aſſaſſinated near CEnan 1 in Attica, when, 


on his way to a ſacred ſolemnity. _ 
(*) Minos ſoon appeared at the head of a 
naval arma ment, to demand vengeance for the 


death of his ſon; and, after a long and. bloody 


ſiege, during which Athens was ravaged by 


dhe Plague, Egeus, incapable of defending g 
himſelf any longer, demanded of the king of 
Crete what ſatisfaction he required. That 


pines wkited « on his Rt cre ee g wa 


\ (5) ape) lib. iii. e ee, 4 

() Diodorus Siculus, libs r ee eee 

9 e lib. iii. „„ 0 N 1 
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venth year (V, ſeven boys and 8 A to 
be delivered to: the Minotaur, Th Theſe unhappy. 
victims were abandoned, to, him, and. he car-. 
ried them off i in his fleet. 5 At the ſtated 1 
5 he again appeared with 8 number af ſhi 
and was ſatisfied i in like manner. 


E-.% 11 3 3 


x £% x 


parents er. Bu, on . whom the Fl chance 
fell, murmured loudly againſt Egeus. f They 
were filled with indignation, on refleQing, 
that the author of the miſchief ſhould alone 
eſcape the puniſhment (*); ; and that he ſhould 
raiſe to the throne a natural ſon G0. while he 
deprived them of their legitimate children. 
They were even ripe for a revolt. But when 


the time for 1 the third tribute arrived, | 


() Diodorus, lib. iv. ſays, that ay were ſent every | 
ſeven years. Apollodorus ſays, every year. Plutarch 
lin Vita, Theſei) aſſerts, that this tribute took place only 
once in nine years. Theſe opinions, thou gh they vary re- 
ſpeQing the number of years, all confirm the bac. Eh 

(x) Plutarch, in Vita Thee. BID 

(3) Hygin. Fab. xxxvii. Neptune and PRI ſons 2 | 
Pandion, had amorous commerce, in the fame : night, 
with AÆthra, daughter of Pytheus, in the temple. of Mi- 
nerva. Theſeus ſprang from this union. Iſocrates ſays, 
he was called the ſon of a b but that. Nee was 
really his father. 8 | 
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Theſeus, whom ſeveral gallant actions had al- 


ready 1 raiſed to the fame of a hero, and who, in 


the bloom of youth, united every endowment 


of mind and body (B. was determined to put 
an end to theſe murmurs. He voluntarily 
offered himſelf to be one of the victims, re- 


ſolving to periſh, or free his country from an 
8 odious tribute; and departed, after ſacrificing 
to Apollo at Delphi, who directed bim . 
| Venus for his guide (a). „ 


Let us now e to Moone the true 


meaning of the fable of the Minotaur.. Taurus 
was the name of one of the principal men of 
Crete, who was a native of Cnoſſus (5). His 
valour, and other great qualities, no doubt, 
recommended him to Minos, who made choice 


(2) 8 ad Eneid, lib. vi. Theſeu! 37 8 


as brave. (Iſocrates) I may ſay to the praiſe of Theſeus, 
that, being born in the time of Hercules, he ſo comported 


himſelf as to merit a like glory. Not only did they bear 
the ſame arms, but they applied to the ſame exerciſes of 
body and mind, as became two heroes of the ſame blood. 

(a) Plutarch. Theſeus having conſulted the Delphic 


Apollo, before his Are che oracle told him to take | 


Wa eee guide. „ 5 
(5) Iſaac Tzetzes ad 19 en 1 was a native 

of Cnoſſus, a city of Crete, aa general of the army 

that carried off Europa, 
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of him to command an expedition againſt 
Phoenicia, Taurus, adds Palzphatus, «a 
ce citizen of Cnoſſus, made war on the Ty- 
& rians. Having overcome them, he carried 
« off ſeveral young women from their city, 
& among whom was Europa, daughter of 
&« king A; genor. This it was that gave riſe 
& to the fable of a bull n ſeized Europa, 
6 and carried her away. The poets, fond 


„ of the marvellous, added, that ſhe was ra- 


& viſhed by Jupiter in the form of a bull. * 
The conqueror lived at the court of Minos: 
he had returned laden with the ſpoils of Tyre, 
and as he poſſeſſed the advantage of a fine 
perſon, the renown he had acquired by his 
military exploits, rendered him ſtill more 
handſome in the eyes of Paſiphat, the daughter 
of the Sun, and wife of the king of Crete. 


She became enamoured of him, and finding 


means to gratify her paſſion (c), had a ſon by 
him. Minos having diſcovered “ that this 
& child could not be his, but that he was the 
& fruit of the amours of Taurus and Paſiphas, - 
« would not, however, put him to death, but 
& confined him to the mountains, to ſerve the 
6 pede In theſe folitary” abodes | an yew 
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* wild and fierce, and lived by robbery, and 
« ſtealing ſheep from the flocks, Having 


& learnt that Minos had ſent ſoldiers to take 


& him, he dug a deep cavern, which he made 
& his place of refuge. At length the king of 


© Crete ſent to the ſon of Taurus ſuch cri- 
„ minals as he wiſhed to puniſh with death.“ 


His ferocity, and this employment, no doubt, 
procured him the name of Minotaur, and in- 
duced poets and painters to' repreſent him as 
a monſter, half a man, and half a bull. An 
ingenious emblem, which had reference at 


once to his birth, his cm and his odi- 


ous ſervices. a | 
Theſeus having landed in Crete, endea- 


voured to calm the anger of Minos, who had 


fallen in love with (4) Pzribea, one of the 


ſeven Athenian virgins. He convinced him, 


that he was the ſon of Neptune, and endea- 
voured to mitigate the rigour of his fate. 
The prince, almoſt diſarmed, treated him a, 
firſt very favourably, and permitted him to 
mix with the combatants in the public games. 
The Athenian hero excited univerſal admira- 
tion (e) by his addreſs and courage, and en- 
| (4) Plutarch, in vi Theſei. raed 
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chanted every heart with the: e 1 | 


his perſon (7). e 
In Crete, women were ned to WP pre- 


ſent at the public ſhews (g) 3 and Ariadne fw 


Theſeus engage with, and overcome, the moſt 
renowned warriors of her country ; but while 


ſhe admired the bravery and graces of the 


youthful hero, love ſtole into her heart, and 
inflicted one of his deepeſt wounds. It is 


queror ; and that, to fulfil the precept of the 
oracle (), he profited by her declaration. It 
is natural to ſuppoſe alſo, that Minos, in- 


formed of this intrigue, conſidered it as a new 
| offence, and reſolved to ſhut him up in the 
Labyrinth of Cnoſſus, that he might be for 


ever buried in the horrid obſcurity of that 


dered more than probable by the following 


; (7) Servius, Euftathius, and Hyginus, agree in in- 


forming us, that Theſeus united the utmoſt gracefulneſs 
of perſon with a lofty ſtature, ſtrength, and courage. 


(e) Plutarch (in Vita Theſei) ſays, Theſeus was ad- 


mitted to the public games of Crete; that he vanquiſhed 


the warriors who entered the liſts againſt him; an Ph 


Ariadne ſaw, and fell in love with him, 


() Apollo, as we have ſeen, had e Nin: to 


ies to Love, 


* | paſlage. 


probable ſhe confeſſed her paſſion to the con- 


_ tremendous priſon. This conjecture: is ren- 


. 
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paſſage (i). „ Theſeus arriving at the gate 
« of the Labyrinth, encountered Deucaliott | 
e and the guards, and put them to death.“ 
So deſperate an action determined Minos no 
longer to keep any meaſures with his enemy, 
and he ſent him to Taurus, with orders to e 
bim to death (E). a 
Lou recollect, Madam, that 'Tamrus was the 
executioner of Minos; that he dwelt in a 
profound cavern, in which he deſtroyed the 
priſoners condemned to death. The ancients 
aſſert, that the name of Labyrinth was given 
| alſo to this gloomy abode, in which art 
xfifting nature, had formed new paſſages, 
and contrived a multitude of windings, from 
_— it was almoſt impoſſible to eſcape. 
© The Labyrinth of Crete (1) was a cavern 
4 dug out of a mountain.” Cedrenus adds 
theſe remarkable words (): The Minotaur 
« fled.to a place called the Labyrinth, and 
66; e himſelf there, in the depth of a 
& cavern.— 4 () The We of 8 | 
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( i) on) in Vita Theſei. 
() Palzphat. de Incredibilibus, 
([.) Auctor. Fete. 

(m) Cedrenus. 

(n) Euſtathius, in r 
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e that ſubterraneous cavern, with a thouſand | 
« windings, contained an inhabitant.” '; 


Theſe teſtimonies, - Madam, remove all 

doubt. They accurately deſcribe the Laby- 
rinth I viſited; its ſituation in a mountain, 
its winding paſſages, ſufficiently prove it con- 
tained an inhabitant. This could be no other 
than the ſon of Taurus, who, in order to 


eſcape the emiſſaries of Minos, dug a cavern 


in the mountain. This horrid place was his 


| abode, and, in part, his work; and here the 


monſter performed the bloody : executions 
commanded by the king. The following facts 


will clearly demonſtrate theſe aſſertions. But 


let us return to Theſeus. 8 

(o) Condemned to ſuffer an ignominious 
death by the hand of the executioner of 
Minos, the Athenian hero departed from Gor- 
tyna ; and, ignorant of the deſtiny that awaited 
him, muſt have fallen, but for Love, who 
watched over his life. Ariadne, alarmed, in- 


formed him of the ſnare laid for him. She 


deſcribed to him the wingings and Angus 


(o) 6 his vets Them! into his power, 
ſent him to be flain by Taurus. Ariadne, informed 
of this deſign, ſent him a ſword, with which he flew the 


01 
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of the Labyrinth (p); gave him the thread by 
which he might direct his ſteps ; taught him 
the method of making uſe of it, and ſent bim 
the ſword that was to ſhed the hateful. blood 
of the Minotaur. | 

It ſhould: ſeem as if Theſeus had DE, 
ſecret friends in the iſland, and that, by his 
addreſs, his courage, or the good offices of 
his miſtreſs, he had gained the guards, who 
attended on Taurus, and aſſiſted him in his 
executions: for, as ſoon as he arrived at 
Gortyna, all of them, “ forſaking the Mino- 
< taur (9), pretended to take to flight, The 
© monſter, ſuſpecting he was betrayed, fled 
& into the place called the Labyrinth.” Theſe 
words clearly prove, that he eſcaped into the 
gloomy cavern 1 have before mentioned; 
which was a place of refuge, perhaps his 
fortrels ; for there he put his victims to death. 
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(p) Plutarch, in Vita Theſei. Theſeus arriving in the 
iſland of Crete, Ariadne fell deſperately in love with him. 
dhe bore him a ſon, and taught him how to eſcape from 
the winding paſlages of the rage Whom > ; and he ſlew the 
Minotaur. : 
(4) All the guards forfaking the Minotaur of Gortyna, 
pretended to take to flight, The Minotaur, ſuſpecting 
treachery, took ref 9 in the 1 Called the Labyrinth. 
Cedrenus. 
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cube to diſtinguiſh this caverts froth tlie 
famous edifice built by Dædalus at Cnoſſus (), 


_ calls it, © the Labyrinth of en nk bows 
* abode of the Minotaur,” ' 7 


The retreat of the executioher of Minos 
might have been a feint. He might with to 
draw his enemy into a cavern, with all the 
avenues of which he was well acquainted, and 


| where it would have been eaſy for him to 
Eill him, by attacking him at an advantage: 


But Theſeus had the thread of Ariadne, her 
ſword, and his own undaunted courage. He ; 
purſued the Minotaur through the winding 
alleys of his den came ut * Ts and put 
him to death. | 5 
As ſoon as be hall enecuted hib beltg ign, he 
fled precipitately on board a veſſel (5), taking 
with him his miſtreſs, and the young victims 
he had ſaved. The remainder of the hiſtory 


(r) Claudian, in Sext. Conſ. Honorii. It forms dif- 
ferent circuits, which are neither inferior to the art with 


which the Labyrinth of Gortyna, the uſual abode of the 


Minotaur, is built, nor the WG of the river 
Meander. 


(s) Plutarch, in Vita Theſei. He flew the Tray 


and immediate] y haſtened 'on board his ſhip, n 


with him Ariadne, and the Da Athenians, | 


of 
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of Ariadne and Theſeus i is well known; not 
to. mention, that it is foreign to my ſubject. 


This is what appears to me moſt e 
concerning the Labyrinths of Crete. One of 


them, ſituated at Cnoſſus, was an edifice built 
by Dædalus (), and which, on account of its 
various windings, deceived thoſe who got be- 
wildered in it, and prevented their return. It 
was in the form of a ſnail, and the engraving, 
prefixed to this letter, is an exact plan of it. 


Minos converted it into a royal priſon; but 


the criminals, confined there, were only de- 
prived of their liberty. | 

The other, near Gortyna, and called by the 
ancients the Labyrinth of Gortyna, ſtill ſub- 
ſiſts, and has been treated of in the preceding 
letter. It was partly the work of the ſon of 
Taurus ; but the firſt ſketch of it was given 


by nature. He indeed rendered the paſſages 
more ſpacious, and excavated new ones. In 


this cavern he deftroyed thoſe who were ſent 
to him by the king to be put to death. Thus 
have we viſited the gloomy habitation of a 
man, who, from the ferociouſneſs of his cha- 
rafter, merited to be transformed into a 
monſter, | | 
00 Apollodorus, lib. ii. * 

9 | There 
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ETER NN. 
To M. L. M. 


Lzr us now, Aidan: 3 our zune 
The Turkiſh farmer, who had received us ſo 
kindly at our coming out of the Labyrinth, of- 
fered us the beſt entertainment in his power. 
But our bed was the carpet on which we ſup- 
ped, and we laid ourſelves down, booted: as 
we were, In the morning, therefore, we 
were ſoon dreſſed, and we ſet out at ſun-riſe, 
| after ſatisfying our hoſt, who accepted what 
we thought proper to give him, 
For ſome hours, our way lay oa ol 
| plain, and we had an eaſy and pleaſant road; 
but when we had arrived at the high lands, it 
became extremely rugged, We travelled along 
the ſides of the hills which terminate Mount 
Ida, to the ſouthward. Two chains of theſe 
hills formed, betw¾een us and that mountain, 
a double amphitheatre, above which it reared 
its majeſtic head. We could perceive large 
clouds, of a ſhining whiteneſs, ranging them- 
ſelves nee its ſummit, and circling it with 
| | 7 24 ſilxer 
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a dern e crown, which, illumined by the ſun, 
ſhone with a wonderful ſplendor. Theſe clouds, 


_ obeying the law of attraQtion, after encom- 


paſſing for ſome hours the head of the moun- 
tain, fell in imperceptible drops on all the 
ſurrounding objects, and intirely diſappeared; 3 
others ſececeded; and were n in the 
ſame manner. - I 

This attractive power, * Acud, 
which forees the clouds towards the tops of 


8 lofty mountains, is the origin of ſprings, foun- 


tains, ſtreams, and all the rivers on the globe. 
In the higher regions of the air, where che 

riſing vapours are condenſed by cold, the 
water of the alouds is converted into hail and 
ſnow; but if they attain only a moderate 
height, where the cold is not very great, they 


the hills are covered with foreſts, the ſprings 


and rivulets become more numerous, as the 


leaves of trees poſſeſs the peculiar. property 


of attracting: the humidity. diffuſed: through- 


out the atmoſphere. To procure water for 
a dry country, nothing more would be ne- 
ceſſary than to plant foreſt-trees on the. hill- 


taps. When we find the ancients beſtowing 


che name of rivers: on the Glaucus and the 
Ranthus, 


a wes 


o M G * Er OR. by: 
Xanthus, Which run through Aſia Minor, and 


are no little more than inconſiderable brooks, 
we are tempted to ſuſpect them of exaggera- 
tion. But if we reflect that the hills, where 
theſe rivers riſe, are at preſent ſtript of their 
trees and ſoil, and no longer oppoſe a barrier 
to the paſſage of the clouds, though formerly 
crowned with lofty foreſts, they attraQted them 
around their tops, and drew from them all 
their moiſture, we ſhall find no difficulty in 
believing that the Glaucus, the Xanthus, and 
many other at preſent inſignificant rivulets, 
might anciently, when fed with more copious 
ſupplies, well deſerve the appellation of rivers. 


While we were journeying round Mount Ida, 


we perceived the ſummit gradually overcaſt, 
and ſoon after vaniſh inveloped in a thick 
miſt; nor was it long before we again per- 
ceived the naked top whitened with heaps of 
ſnow, and the ſides covered with the glittering 
mantle of winter, We, however, who were 
leſs elevated by twelve hundred fathom, en- 
joyed a delightful temperature. The ſky was 
clear and ſerene, and the fun moved through 


the azure vault in all his majeſty and ſplendor. 


In the deep vallies on our left, myrtles and 
laurel roſes ſkirted the channels of the tor- 
8 | rents. 
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rents. Trees, in their brighteſt verdure, adorn- 


ed the foot of the mountain; and, in the 

month of November, we found groves, as 

green and pleaſant as in the middle of ſpring. 
Mount Ida begins near Candia, and ſtretches 


from eaſt to weſt, as far as the White Moun- 
tains. It extends from the northern to the 


ſouthern ſea, and is the bigheſt in the iſland. 
In many parts of it, the ſnow lies all the year. 
From its ſummit we may diſcover the ſea of 


Crete, and that of Lybia. The eye wanders 


over an immenſe horizon, and diſcerns many 


of the ſcattered iſlands of the Archipelago, 


ſuch as Cytherea, Milo, and Argentiera, If 
xe confine our attention to the view of the 


objects before us, they appear as in an immenſe 
perſpective, and preſent proſpects highly va» 
_ ried, and aſtoniſhingly rich and beautiful. 


In ſummer, when the ſnows are melted, 
vaſt plains, ſituated on the declivity of the 


mountain, afford excellent paſturage for the 


flocks. On that part of it oppoſite to Candia 
are foreſts, conſiſting chiefly of 'maple and 
green oak. The ſouthern ſides abound with 


the ftrawberry-tree, privets, and rock-roſes, 


The eaſtern brow is beautified with cedars, 
e and eypreſſes; ; but on the weſt, its 
x perpendicular 


— 
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perpendicular ſides preſent nothing but piles 
of rocks, impoſſible to ſcale. It is enriched 


with an infinity of other plants, which would 


delight the botaniſt, ſuch as the true me- 
lilot, the yellow - flowered marjoram, &c. 
Abundant ſtreams flow on every ſide from its 


ſummits. Some ruſh in torrents into the val- 
lies, while others water the plains, which pro- 
duce luxurious harveſts, or, diſtributed by art, 
maintain fecundity in the innumerable fruit- 
trees, which grow round the villages. The 
hill-ſides, expoſed to the powerful rays of the 
ſun, are clothed with vineyards, which pro- 
duce exquiſite wines; and the olive-trees every 
where conſtitute the principal - warn of the 
country. 


The: diverſity ot nn which con- 


ſtantly charmed the eye, made us forget the 
dangers to which we were expoſed. For the 
ſpace of a league we rode along the ſlope of 
a very high hill. On one ſide, the ground 
was as perpendicular as a wall, and on the 
other was the channel of a torrent, two hun- 
dred feet deep, through which the water 
ruſhed, over the large flint-ſtones, with a 
violent noiſe. The path at laſt grew ſo narrow, 

that when once fairly entered, it was impoſ- 
Xx ſible 
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ſible to diſmount, but at the riſk of throwing 
both ourſelves and our horſes into the abyſs 
below. I can aſſure you, Madam, that, in 
many places, this road was not more than a 
foot and a half wide, though on the brink of 
a tremendous precipice, which no one could 
look down without ſhuddering. We were 
now convinced of the excellence of our horſes, 
not one of which ſo much as made a falſe 
ſtep. They ſeemed to feel the danger, trod 
with caution, and examined where to put 
their feet. In a wet place, however, mine made 
a ſmall ſlip, and tottered for a moment on 
the brink of the precipice ; but I kept my ſeat 
firmly, and he recovered himſelf. We de- 
ſcended from theſe heights by ſo ſteep a val- 
ley, that the rider's back was againſt the 
crupper of the horſe. But at length, after 
ten hours ride, arrived, in perfect AT; at 
the monaſtery of Aſomatos. 
It was night, and our Janiſſaries entering 
firſt, the ſuperior thought the convent was 
attacked by a body of Turks, and ran and hid 
himſelf. But we had with us, as I have be- 
fore ſaid, an interpreter, who was perfectly 
acquainted with the manceuvres of theſe 
monks ; and who, after making diligent ſearch, 
| | at 


N dQ: K'E- £078 lb 
at length diſcovered his hiding-place. He 
complimented him on the part of the French 
conſul, who had juſt arrived; made him a 
proffer of his good offices at Canea, and, by 
alternately addreſſing his vanity and ſelf-in- 
tereſt, completely gained his confidence and 
favour. At firſt we had been conducted into 
the apartment uſually allotted to ftrangers, + 
where we muſt have ſlept upon the floor, and 
been contented with a meagre repaſt ; but ap- 
pearances were greatly changed when we had 
made the maſter our friend. He came in perſon 
to congratulate the conſul on his ſafe arrival, 
and invited us into a ſpacious hall, in the 
midit of which a table was ſpread. We held 
a converſation with him for ſome time; and 
our adroit interpreter, diſcovering our hoſt's 
weak ſide, flattered his vanity, and gave him 
great hopes from the power and influence of 
the conſul. Nor was this labour thrown 
away: we were quickly ſupplied with every 
thing we could wiſh, and, including meat, 
vegetables, and fruits, had not leſs than forty 
diſhes on the table. This was a charming 
| ſight to hungry men, who had travelled the 
whole day without eating; nor did we remain 
idle ſpectators. The ſuperior honoured us 
1 8 8 3 „„ 0 
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with his preſence, and heartily encouraged us 
to ſatisfy our appetites. He gave a private 
key to a deacon, who ſtoed behind his chair, 
who directly left the room, and ſoon re- 
turned with ſeveral bottles of old wine, the 


odour of which was of itſelf a perfume. To 


enliven the company, the good father drank 
ſeveral glaſſes to our healths, and inſiſted on 


our returning the compliment. Towards the 
end of our feaſt, he was in ſuch high ſpirits, 


that, thinking to amuſe us, he propoſed. his 
prieſts ſhould chant the Kyrie eleiſon. WE ac- 
cepted his propoſal ; and immediately a num- 
ber of children, deacons, and ſub-deacons, 


made their appearance, and, on a ſignal given, 


began the rie eleiſon. They ſang through 


their noſes, and produced ſo frightful a noiſe, 
that it was with the utmoſt difficulty we could 
refrain from laughing; but at length they 
concluded their diſcordant jargon, and we 


clapped our hands in applauſe. We were 
now in hopes that this entertainment was 
ended, but -he begged us to go through the 
fame ceremony in French. On this, a young 


man in our company ſtruek up a lively ſong, 
and we all joined chorus. The ſuperior, and 
his ram were NI with the ſpright- 


lineſs 
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lineſs of our Kyrie eleiſon; but affirmed, their 
muſic was more ſolemn and majeſtic; to which 

we readily ſubſcribed. 

Pardon me, Madam, for wii up your 
time with ſuch trivial incidents; but nothing 
can, ſometimes, better deſcribe the character 
of the people we viſit, The Greeks, notwith- 
ſtanding the contemptible ſtate of debaſement 
to which they are reduced, till retain a pride 
and vanity, that can only be equalled by their 
ignorance. By flattering theſe, you may ob- 
tain every thing; but if their foibles are not 
humoured, they become implacable enemies, 
and you are in no ſmall danger of feeling the 
effects of their perfidious reſentment. The 
ignorant ſuperior of Aſomatos wiſhed to dif- 
play his uncommon talents, and excite our 
admiration, by mingling his wretched voice 
with thoſe of the prieſts, giving them the 
pitch, and chanting with them the Yrrie elei- 
fon; and the good cheer, choice wines, and 
excellent beds, we here met with, we entirely 
owed to a little well-timed complaiſance, and 
the incenſe we you to the vanity of our 

1 have the hs to be, &c. 


4-4 


. IE r- : 


LETTER XXVI 
To M. Le Ms 


TEE monaſtery of Aſomatos, Madam, is 
ſituated at the foot of Mount Tda, on the 
ſouth ſide, and is ſo near, that large pieces 
of rock, that in many places hang over, ſeem 
ready to fall upon it, and bury it under their 
fragments. The other ſide of the convent is 
much more pleaſing, and preſented us with 
the agreeable proſpects of orchards of jubjub 
trees, with ripe fruit, and orange, lemon, and 
almond trees. Theſe Monks poſleſs large 
plantations of olives, arable lands, and excel- 
lent vineyards on the hill-ſides; and their 
fields are fertilized by numerous rivulets. 
Aſomatos would be a delightful place, if it 
were a little farther from the mountains. 
We got on horſeback about ſeven in the 
morning, and gave extravagant thanks to the 
ſuperior, who came to wiſh us a good journey. 
Our intention was to breakfaſt at Arcadi, the 

handſomeſt monaſtery in the iſland; and as it 
was 
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was only three leagues diſtant, we expected to 
reach it in good time; but the roads were 5 
dreadful. We continued aſcending for an hour 
and a half, before we came to the top of che 
firſt chain of heights, that run parallel with 
Mount Ida, and on which Arcadi is built. 
We met with ſteep paths, cut out of the rock, 
and our horſes were obliged to clamber up 
ſteps of marble and granite, without ſlip- 
ping or ſtumbling, otherwiſe we muſt have 


been daſhed to pieces on the ſtones, or tumbled 


head-long into the torrents. I do not exag- 
gerate the horror of the roads we had to pals. 
The firſt time one unaccuſtomed to ſach 
ways travels in Crete, he imagines his life 
in danger at every ſtep; but more experience 
ſoon relieves him from his fears: for there is 

no place ſo dangerous and dreadful, but it 
may be eaſily paſſed with the mules and horles 
of the country. | 

We were repaid for our 3 5 the 
beauty of the proſpects which every where 
preſented themſelves to our view. We tra- 
verſed whole woods of ſtrawberries and pri- 
vets, which never loſe their verdure. Firs, 
of a prodigious height, rear their heads amid 
the ſnow, and are the haunts of herds of 
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wild goats. In the vallies, the courſe of the 
waters is traced by tufts of myrtle, ſome 
| branches of which were in flower, and 

mingled the verdant luſtre of their foliage 

with that of the laurel roſe. The ſheep were 
feeding on the brow of the rocks, and the 
cottages, ſurrounded with clumps of trees, 
formed landſcapes the eye was never wearied 
with admiring. Sometimes theſe proſpects 
were ſufficiently near to diſcriminate every 
object, and at others, diſtant and obſcure, pre- 
ſented only light ſhades, pleaſingly etched 
in the horizon. 

After a fatiguing journey of three hours, 
we arrived at the convent of Arcadi, where 
the ſuperior received us politely, and ordered 
breakfaſt to be prepared. This monaſtery, 
ſituated in Mount Ida, poſſeſſes very extenſive 
tracts of land, which are carefully cultivated 
by its numerous monks; and the oil, wine, 
corn, and wax, produced on them every year, 
amount in value to conſiderable ſums. The 
good fathers live much at their eaſe, and are 
very hoſpitable to travellers. 

The apartments of this monaſtery are built 
round a large court, in which is a handſome 


church, . Whither the Greeks of the neigh- 
bourhood 
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bourhood repair to divine ſervice. Among 
this numerous body of monks there are but 
few prieſts ; the greater part of them do not 
enter into holy orders, but ſerve in-quality of 
brethren, and are employed in the moſt fa- 
- tiguing labours of agriculture. We viſited the 
cellar, in which Tournefort (a) ſays, he 
reckoned a hundred caſks of wine; but we 
faw only forty barrels full; theſe, however, 
were very large. Into this cellar the ſupe- 


| rior deſcends, at the end of every vintage, to 


bleſs the new wines, and the following is the 
form of his benediction (x): O Lord God, 
* who loveſt men, look down on this wine, 
and on thoſe who ſhall drink it. Bleſs our 
“ caſks, as thou didft bleſs the well of Jacob, 
e the pool of Siloam, and the drink of thy 
& holy apoſtles O Lord, who didſt con- 
& deſcend to be preſent at the wedding of 
“Cana, where, by changing of water into 
& wine, thou manifeſtedſt thy glory to thy 
« diſciples, ſend now thy holy Spirit on this 
« wine, and bleſs it in thy name. Amen.“ 
After a plentiful breakfaſt, we deſired to 
ſee the library of the convent, of which we 
(u) Voyage du Levant. | . 
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had heard ſo much from the good monks; 
It was, as they ſaid, the moſt valuable, nu- 
merous, and complete, in the iſland. We ex- 
pected, therefore, to have found ſome literary 
treaſures, or at leaſt the beſt authors of an- 
cient Greece. They conducted us into an 
apartment, where we ſaw about two hundred 
old volumes, ranged on ſhelves, and covered 
with duſt, which did not ſeem to have had 
the honour of a viſit for many a day. They 

_ conſiſted, in general, of books of devotion, 
ſermons, and controverſial divinity. After 
turning over a great number, without finding 
any thing that merited attention, except a 
manuſcript Homer, which they would not 
fell, we went to return our thanks to the ſu- 
perior, and ſet ont for Retimo. 

Leaving the monaſtery, we continued de- 
a for an hour to reach the plain. 
When there, we found a ſmooth and level 
road, that lay through a country which, 
from its verdure and fecundity, may be 
compared to the county of Avignon, except 
that its trees and plants are different. It is 
impoſſible to tire on a journey, when we 
travel through a fine country; we then con- 

e ourſelves that we are on horſeback, 


and, 
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and, therefore, enabled to command a more 
extenſive horizon, and loſe nothing of the 
ſituations, landſcapes, and beauties of nature. 
When the temperature of the climate is mild, 
we enjoy too the ſerenity of the heavens, the 
purity of the air, the coolneſs of the winds, 
and exquiſite perfumes exhaled on all ſides 
from the odoriferous plants. Shut up in a 
carriage, the traveller loſes. all theſe advan- 
tages; and we find, throughout the eaſt, there 
is no other mode of travelling but on horſes, 
mules, or camels. Litters are only for the 
women, who are condemned, by the jealouſy 
of the men, to live in Ape even 
when on a journey. 

A rich Jew merchant, ſettled at Retimo, 
quietly carried on his commerce there, by 
virtue of a firman of the Porte, obtained for 
him by the French conſul, As it was his 
intereſt to keep well with his ſucceſſor, he 
made great preparations to receive him. As 
foon as he knew we were coming, he ſent 
the new conſul a horſe, ſuperbly capariſoned, 
and we made a pompous eutry into the town. 
We alighted at the merchant's houſe, where 
we found every conveniency we could deſire. 
That we . enjoy the coolneſs of the 

| evening, 
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evening, ſupper was ſerved up under à por- 
tico, open on one fide to the cburt yard, and 
on the other, to a garden full of orange- 
trees. This was abſolutely a luxurious ban- 
quet, in which our hoſt diſplayed a generoſity, 
and profuſion, which I have not often ſeen. 
The firſt courſe conſiſted of three roaſted lambs, 
two of which were ſtuffed. Theſe were fol- 
lowed by three turkeys; and fix partridges, 
_ fix fat pullets, fix pigeons, and a dozen quails, 
formed: the third courſe. The table was then 
covered with fruits, ſweet- ments, almond and 
piſtachio tarts, and a variety of other de- 
licacies. A long ride over ſteep hills ha 
ſharpened our appetites, and we did honour | 
to every diſh; eſpecially as we did not 
want for good wine. I here drank, for the 
firft time, the vin de loi ()), which is but little 
known in France, n it well deſerves to 
8 | 
ho render 8 entertainment complete, 


(5 The name the French give to a e wine niche 
by the Jews at Retimo. The grape grows on the hill- 
ſides, expoſed to the hotteſt rays of the ſun. This wine 
excites a generous warmth in the ſtomach, and has a 
delicate fragrance and flavour, not reſembling any of our 
wines in France, 


. virtuoſo 


ON. GREECE. ' 292 


virtuoſo of the country was ſent for; this 
was a Turk, who played on the violin during 
part of the entertainment. - Theſe men do not 
know a ſingle note of muſic; but play intirely 
from memory, and often from imagination; 
and execute every air, and every idea, which 
may happen to occur. Sometimes he played 
a ſeries of gay, lively, and light tunes, which 
were very pleaſing; but more frequently, his 
mournful and melancholy muſic, imitating the 
plaintive accents of the romance, excited in 
the mind a more profound feeling. This 
muſical mproviſatori was, in ſome reſpecta, 
truly aſtoniſhing ; his performance was greatly 
varied, and ſome of his paſſages, which were 
extremely tender, compelled, if I may uſe the 
expreſſion, both the heart and the ear to liſten | 
to his melodious tones. He was very cele- 
brated at Retimo; and I am of opinion that 
even at Paris he would not have been heard 
without pleaſure, | 
With our hoſt's good will we ſhould have 
paſſed the night at table; but as we were to 
ſet out the next day, we were ſhewn up ſtairs 
at midnight, to very neat apartments, where we 
found ſoft and convenient beds, which ſeemed 
to 


4 


to invite ſleep. The God was laviſh of hie 
favours, and ſhedding his ſalutary balm on 
warmth of a new life. ? | | 
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I have the honour to be, &c. 
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. 


To M. I. M. . 

| 1 2 — is the ancient Rhigmnis of Ste- 
phen the geographer. Ptolemy calls it Rh- 
Zymna. It is a handſome town, ſituated at the 
entrance of a rich and fertile plain. It is not 
large, and ſcarcely contains ſix thouſand in- 
habitants. A citadel, built on a rock, which 
projects into the ſea, would be ſufficient for 
its defence, were it not commanded- by a 
high hill, from which it may be battered 
with artillery. The harbour, which is nearly 
choaked up, is only eapable of receiving barks 
and ſmall veſſels. The Turks never trouble 
themſelves to prevent or repair the ravages of 
time, and behold with unconcern the moſt 
uſeful works beceme heaps of ruins. Their 
harbours, therefore, are every where filling 
up, and the commerce they attracted deſerts 
them, to ſeek more commodious ſituations. 
The French had formerly a vice conſul at 
Retimo, to which place the ſhips of Marſeilles 
came to take in oil; but, for a long time paſt, 
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they have not been able even to approach the 
town, and the government have withdrawn 
an officer, who naw can be of no uſe. 

It is nevertheleſs much to be wiſhed that the 


port of Retimo may be reſtored. The plains 


around it abound in various productions; and 


oils, cotton, ſaffron, and wax, are extremely 
plentiful ; all, which. different branches of com- 
meree would become. ſtill more extenſive, 


could the inhabitants convey their produce to. 


a foreign market. Their gardens produce the 


beſt fruit in the iſland. Their pomegranates, 
almonds, piſtachio-nuta, and oranges, are ex- 


cellent. Here we find the apricot- tree that 


produces the mich mich, a fruit of an exquiſite 
fragrance, and yielding a delicious juice. It is a 
kind of alberge, but more maler Andi naller 
than that of Frane. et | 
Eive leagues from this town, d an 3 
country. opens between the weſtern extremity 
of- Mount Ida and the firſt chain of the White | 
Mountains. In this large valley is the vil- 


lage of Marguarites, the moſt populous of 


any in the iſland ; which contains! about ten 


thouſand Greeks, who. cultivate the rich ad- 


joining plains, and would carry their ous; 
Bain, and other commoditiess.to Retime if 
„„ they 
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they had a harbour. This village, or rather 
town, is but two leagues diſtant from the 
northern ſea, and not far from the road to Cin« 
dia. Cloſe to it flows a ſmall river, which falls 
from the mountains in caſcades. The charm- 
Ing temperature, and varied productions of 
this beautiful country, invited the Venetians 
to ſettle there. They had built country houſes 
in this diſtri, where they paſſed a part of the 
year; ſeveral of which are ſtill to be ſeen; 
but it is with regret we find them occupied 
by ignorant Greeks, or barbarous Turks. 
Nothing remains but the ruins of thoſe gardens 
which art deſigned, and nature delighted in 
_ decorating with a perpetual ſucceſſion of flow- 
ers and fruits. The Greeks of Marguarites, 
inſtructed, no doubt, by their ancient maſters, 
have preſerved the art of extracting an agree- 
able liquor from the olive. In any other part 
of the country, the thick and coarſe oil would 
never ſuit the palate of a Frenchman accuſ- 
tomed to that of Provence, The oil made, | 
at Marguarites, which is manufactured with 
more care, is very good, and retains a taſte 
of che fruit, and an agreeable flavour. This 
rich valley, and large village, are the appenage 
| M the Sultana WR who ſends thither 
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an officer to collect their tributes : the Pachas 


of Retimo and a have here no au- 
thority. 

We quitted. Retimo, 10 with i 
n the Jew merchant, who gave us a ſtock 
of proviſions for our journey. On leaving 
the town, we had two leagues bad road; cut 


out of the rock. Deſcending from ' theſe 


heights, we coaſted the ſea-ſhore for three 
leagues; and, though our horſes feet ſunk into 


the ſand, we got forward very faſt, When 
we had gained the back of the White Monn- 


tains, the point of which forms to the north 
the promontory of Drepanum, we were obliged 


to keep continually climbing up ſteep rocks, 
and deſcending into deep vallies. This was 


a very fatiguing part of our road, but we re- 


freſhed ourſelves on a verdant graſs plat, which 


owed its freſhneſs to a neighbouring ſpring, 
while the branches of a few olive- trees ſhel- 
tered us from the ſun. We had recourſe to 
the proviſions of the good Hebrew, and did 
not ſpare them. We had been informed, that 
in a houſe to which our guides were to 
conduct. us, the French conſul had prepared 

a ſupper for his ſuceeſſor, and this flattering 


proſpect rendered us laviſh of our ſinck; which, : 
© 3 imprudence. 
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imprudence we had afterward reaſon to e. 
yu 1 
We now once more a, me 
our horſes, and rode fix: leagues through 
frightful roads: we had forſaken the uſual 
route, wandering, we ſcarcely knew whither, 
among the mountains, and -were a hundred 
times on the point of falling head-long from 


the precipices. We croſſed a river, where our 


horſes were almoſt obliged to ſwim ; and, to 
complete our misfortunes, night was coming 
on, and we could hardly ſee our way. When 


the darkneſs was ſtill more increaſed, we 


were forced to commit the care of our lives 
to the ſagacity of the animals we rode on. 
At length; however, we arrived, at the wiſhed- 
for village, and entered, in high ſpirits, the 
houſe where we thought we were expected; 
but the French conſul, who was old and ava- 
ricious, had not kept his promiſe, but, con- 
trary to the received practice of his brethren, 


had totally forgotten us; and, as the inha- 
bitants were all in bed, we could get no kind 


of proviſions. After long ſearch, however, 


we did, at length, procure a few olives, eggs, 


and ſome very bad bread; with which ne- 
— compelled us to be content. While 
2 3 . we 
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„ LETTERS 
we were making this ſorry repaſt, our tanta- - 
lizing memory continually upbraided us with 

the ſupper of the night before. In this diſ- 

agreeable ſituation, you may ſuppoſe, the old 
conſul was not without his ſhare of our bene- 
dictions. We all of us lay down with our 
boots and clothes on, on mats, the floor, or 
wretched mattraſſes, as we could, and endea- 
voured to find, in the enjoyment of ſleep, the 
only h for our misfortunes. | 
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| H E ele Where we 1 © ihe 
| night was only two leagues from Palio Caſtro, 
N ſituated at the extre mity of Cape Drepa- 


33 14 


num. Murtius (x), in his map of ancient 


Gded the famous. contelt between the Syrens 
and the Muſes ; and lays down Aptera at A 
little diſtance Ho it toward the mountains, 
Other authors have imagined that the fitu- 
ation of that city is pointed out by ſ ome 
ruins ſtill remaining at Palio Caſtro ; but 
both theſe Opinions are without foundation; 
ſince Strabo preciſely aſcertains the ſituation 
of Aptera, by placing it at four leagues dif- 
tance from Ciſamus, which ſerved it as a 
harbour; and as the latter town was at the 
bottom 1 the bay formed by the capes. Spa- | 
da and Suſa, upwards of twelve leagues from, 
the promontory of Drepanum, it is impoſ- 
ſible that Aptera ſhould have been ſituated 


© (ﬆ) Murtius, Differtation/on the Il of CW. 
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near that 7 We ſhall be 3 of 
this by the ny eo, ol; 5. annexed 
map. At nt 

The hardneſs "7 our bole Madam, not _ 
lowing us a long ſleep, we roſe before day- 
break, and ſet out at three in the morning. 
We quitted our quarters without regret, and 
thought only of reaching Canea, from which 
we were diſtant five leagues. At about a 
mile and a half from the village, we had a 
deep river to croſs, and it was {till quite dark, 
but our guides taking the lead, we followed' 


| them. To regain the great road which we 


had left the day before, we traverſed a hilly 
country, where  fearcely any thing like a 


| beaten - path was to be found. We fol- 


lowed each other in a line, and very ſlowly. 
The darkneſs cauſed the hills to ſeem to us | 
of a dreadful height, and a valley had the 
appearance of an abyſs. But theſe illuſions 
were preſently diſſipated. 'Day-light appear- 
ed, and we began to diſtiaguiſh objects, 
and ſoon after the fun role above the moun- 


tains. The ſight of that glorious luminary 
awakened our drowſy ſenſes, and diſpelled 


the phantoms of night. His reſplendent 
beamg. N een the cliffs of a rock, 
Dt „„ and 


. 
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and now gilded the foliage of che trees on | 
the hills, or the ſummit of a tower. By 
degrees the whole plain received his rays, and 
the magnificent ſcenery of nature was fully 
diſplayed. In this glorious moment, how is 
man reanimated to new enjoyment, while he 
contemplates, in delightful ecſtaſy, the wonders 
of creation! The pleaſure produced by the 
ſight of the riſing ſun, is univerſal, and ex- 
tends to every creature; the birds fill the 
air with their melody ; the cattle low in the 
Plain ; the bleating lambs ſport around their 
mothers the inhabitants of the waters play 
upon the ſurface; and all animals expreſs, in 
their peculiar manner, the lively joy they feel. 
When we had reached the main road, we 
_ diſcovered the bay of La Sude, and the caſtle 
which . defends the entrance; while beyond 
it appeared the craggy rocks of Cape Melec. 
We deſcended into the plain that leads to 
Canea, and a league from that town the 
vice-conſul came to receive us. A beautiful 
horſe, richly capariſoned, was brought for 
the new conſul ; and ranging ourſelves in 
two lines, we entered the walls of the ancient 
Cydon. The Turks, as a token of rejoic- 
ing, poured coffee under the feet of our horſes, 
T3 - We 
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We arrived at the gate of the Conſular-houſe, 
we had viſited the moſt curious places in the 
land. 1 have en ny others: that 
ſhall anon to delerbe o you 3 in the 
courſe of _ )llo\ | 


| I have the 3 to be, be. 
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(LETTER: XX. 


: "HE ckxel Canes, Madam, is the ancient 
Cydon, or Cydonia. Strabo Nee out pre- 
ciſely its ſituation (a). Cydonia, ſays he, 
is ſeated on the ſea ſhore, on the fide oppo- 
* ſite to Laconia. Diodorus agrees with 
this geographer, in the poſition he aſſigns to 
the cities built by the ancient Minos (3). 
& (Cnoſſus is ſituated on the fide oppoſite Aſia. 
« phæſtus on the' ſouthern ſhore, and Cydon 
tt on the weſt ſide of the iſland, facing Pelopon- 
te neſus.”” This correſponds exactly with the 
preſent ſituation of Canea; and Geography 
informs us of no other conſiderable town an 
that fide. The Cydonians poſlefled an ex- 
cellent harbour, which they ſhut in with a 
chain; and the entrance of the port of Canea 
13 extremely narrow, and conſequently would 


(a) Strabo, lib. . e | 
% Diodorus, lib. x. 5 


234 L E T 1 K RIS = 
be very . to ; defend. by ſuch a contrie 


vance. 

The origin of Cylon is - uncertain (0, 
Stephen of Byzantium ſays, it was firſt 
* called Apollonia, becauſe ' Cydon was the 
„ fon of Apollo.” (4) Pauſanias attributes 
its foundation to Cydon, fon of Tegetes, who 
paſſed into Crete. (e) Herodotus aſſerts, that 
it was built by the Samians, and that they 
erected the temples it contained. (Y Alex- 
ander, i in the firſt book of the Cretans, ſays, 
it received its name from Cydon, ſon of 
Mercury. You perceive, Madam, that this 
diverſity of opinions precludes all certainty z 
yet may it not be wholly unimportant to en- 
deavour to ales rein with nn che foun- 
= of this city. 90 

We know that Cydon was poſſeſſed of great | 
power (g), and ſucceſsfully carried on a war 
againſt the combined arms of the Cnoſſians 
and Gortynians, . 11. This was che cee 


J 


8 tC ) Stephen prakt. 1 
() Pauſanias in Areadicis. 125 1 
(e) Herodot. lib. iii. | | 

(f) Scholiaſt in N lib. ir. 


. 
9 07 Phranzes, lib. i, can 365. 


city 
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city in the iſland, and inclined the ſeale in 
favour of the party whoſe cauſe it eſpouſed.” 
It ſuſtained ſeveral celebrated ſieges (i). Pha- 


lecus, prince of the Phocians, paſſing into 
Crete with a fleet and a numerous army, 


beſieged it both by ſea and land, and loſt be- 
FUR its walls his army and his life. Me- 
tellus, having ſubjugated the ifland, turned all 
his forces againſt Cydon; and, after a very 
vigorous | reſiſtance, at ee rendered it 
lubjea to the Romans, | Ly, 
Cydon was built on the ſcite of the mo- 
dern Canea, and extended half a league be- 
yond it, on the ſide of St. Odero, where we 
ſtill ſee, on the ſea ſhore, remains of ancient: 
walls of a very ſolid conſtruction. Canea, 
built by the Venetians, is only two miles in 
circumference. © It is ſurrounded on the land- 
ſide by a ſimple range of walls of great thick - 
neſs, and defended by a deep and wide ditch, 
cut out of the rock. By deepening it a lit- 
tle: more, the ſear might be made to flow 
| round its ramparts, on which cavaliers are 
men AT cogric to TRIER an: Ns oa 
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has but one gate, that of Retimo, covered 


with a half- moon, which is the only out- 


work. The town is better defended: toward 
the ſea. On the left of the harbour are four 


batteries, one above the other, mounted with | 


heavy braſs: cannon, on which are the arms 


only by a great wall; built on a ridge of low 
rocks, which are dangerous to approach. At 


the extremity is an old ruinous caſtle; 
below which the Venetians had erected | 


theſe vaults: has ſufficient length, height, 
and width, to admit the building of a ſhip 
of the line. The ground here has a declivity; 
and the extremity of theſe: noble arſenals is 
on a level with the ſea, ſo that nothing was 
more eaſy than to launch their veſſels. The 
Turks one this ONO work to 80 to 


ruin. 


The town of Curd 5 is __ PAR hi 
principal ftreets are as ſtraight as a line, and 
the ſquares are decorated with fountaing. It 


poſſeſſes no remarkable edifiees. The greateſt 


part of the houſes have only one ſtory, and 
are bail with _— : thoſe which are : 
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round the harbour, are ornamented with gal- 
leries, which afford a moſt charming proſpect. 
From the windows we may diſcover the 


great bay formed by the capes Melec and 
Spada, with all the veſſels entering or leav- 


ing the port. The harbour admits ſhips of 
two hundred tons burthen ; and, if deepened, 
would afford good anchorage to the largeſt 
frigates. . The entrance is expoſed to the vio- 
lent north winds, which ſometimes drive the 


waves over the ramparts; but as it is nar- 


row, and the bottom 1 veſſels well moored 
are in no danger. | 


Canea contained five or fin tl 


1 when, Tournefort travelled. . e 
but ſince the ports of Gira Petra, Candia, and 
Retimo have been choaked up, the merchants 
have retired to Canea, which, it is eſtimated, 


now contains about ſixteen thouſand ſouls. 


© I have the honour to be, &c. 
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T H E Turks who inhabit Candia, Mas. 


dam, are not ſo implicitly ſubmiſſive to the 
orders of the Grand Signior as thoſe of the 
other provinces of the empire. We are almoſt 


tempted to believe that the air they breathe 


Inſpires them with a republican ſpirit : they 
| mutually ſupport each other againſt the ty= 
ranny of the Pachas, and refuſe to bow 
their necks to the yoke of deſpotiſm. In- 0 | 
rolled as janiſſaries at their birth, they compoſe f 
the principal ſoldiery of the iſland, and it 


would be dangerous to drive them to revolt. 


When their governors have been guilty of 
oppreſſion, they have been known to have 


recourſe to arms, and demand vengeance. Of 
this we have juſt ſeen a remarkable example: 


the Pacha of Canca had a kind of deputy, who, 
Uke che reſt of . in office, made uſe of 
— i 6 EEE 1 EIT 


o 
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every means to amaſs wealth, and drew on „ 
himſelf the deteſtation of the people. The 3 4 
Greeks did not dare to murmur, but ſubmitted 1 
in filence to be the victims of his injuſtices - | 1M 
The Turks were not ſo patient; they brought _ _. 
their complaints before the governor, and in= | i 
formed him of the tyranny and extortions of 11 
his miniſter; but, either becauſe he had a real 
friendſhip for him, or was a ſharer in his 
plunder, he would not liſten to them; when 
on a ſudden, on the 6th of January, we heard 
a great tumult in the town. The janiſſaries 
ran though the ſtreets ſabre in hand, crying, 
To arms! And as, in ſuch circumſtances, 
foreigners are always in 'danger from a li- 
centious populace, we kept ourſelves ſhut 
up in the conſular-houſe, waiting the event. 
The houſe of the officer of the Pacha, 
which was a ſpacious building lately finiſhed, 
was oppoſite to ours, on the other ſide of the 
harbour. This was preſently filled with up- 
_ wards of five hundred perſons, pillaging and 
deſtroying every thing that fell in their way. 
Some tore ont the | ſaſhes, and threw them 
upon the quay: others mounted on the ter- 
races, broke down the parapets; while ſome 
F were 8 loaded with furniture. A 
˖ 5 3 great 
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great number of them were diligently ſearch- 
ing to diſcover the object of public hatred; 
and in leſs than two hours the whole houſe 
was emptied, and half demoliſhed. 
An enraged multitude always proceeds to 
exceſſes, which no one can foreſee. The ſol- 
diers took poſſeſſion of a high fort which 
commands the town, whence they could 
thunder on the caſtle of the Pacha, againſt 
which they pointed- ſeveral heavy pieces of 
cannon, and after leaving a guard at this 
| poſt, proceeded in a body to demand juſtice, 
reſolved, in caſe of refuſal, to bury their 
| .governor under the ruins of his palace. The 
whole town followed with dreadful ſhouts, 
which, reaching the ears of the Pacha, who was 
an old warrior, rendered reſpectable by ma- 
ny gallant actions, he had himſelf conveyed 
in an arm- chair into the middle of his court- 
yard; and when he ſaw the ſtorm approach- 
ing, and that the furious populace were pre- 
paring to break down the gates, ordered them 
inſtantly to be thrown open. At the ſight 
of this venerable old man, who had a long 
white beard, the mutineers were ſtruck ſilent, 
and the moſt daring among them ſeemed 
motionleſs with aſtoniſhment. At length, 
none 


none venting to 4 & Well, my good 
people, ſafd the governor, * what do 
« you aſk of me?” They all cried out, 
We muſt have the head of your deputy.” 
« He is fled,” replied the Pacha; but if 
yon find him, I abandon him to your ven- 
© peance; return to your duty, lay down 
« your arms, and let every man po peace- 
* ably home.” This firmneſs awed even the 
moſt riotous; and a rebellion, which might 
have had fatal conſequences, was appeaſed 
in an inſtant, by the courage and prudence 
of a ſingle man. He had however eoncealed 
| his favourite; and, in the night, ſent him on 
board a ſhip, which immediately ſet fail for 
- Conſtantinople. After his departure, things 
returned to their uſual channel, and peace 
| was once more reſtored within the walls of 
Canea. This revolt had occafioned us no 
ttle uneaſineſs; for had the inhabitants pro- 
ceeded to extremities with their governor, 
they would not have ſpared the French 
merchants, and the loſs of property would 
have been the leaſt of their misfortunes. 
Some time after, we were witnefles to ano- 
ther ſcene, leſs alarming, indeed, but which 
will enable you to form an idea of the man- 
| „%% nl 
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ner in which the Greeks are treated in this 
country. They are not permitted to en- 
ter a town on horſeback, This honour 
is reſerved to their archbiſhop, and Europe- 
ans. The biſhop of Canea attempted to brave 
this tyrannical law; and one evening re- 
turning from the country, with ſeveral Monks; 
did not diſmount; but, paſſing the guards, 
galloped on to his houſe. The janiſſaries, ſta- 
tioned at the gate, conſidered this action as 
an inſult. 'The next day, they related to 
their companions the afiront put upon the True 
Believers, and came to the reſolution to burn 
both the biſhop and his prieſts. They im- 
mediately procured combuſtibles, which they 
carried to his houſe, uttering a thouſand 
imprecations; and theſe unhappy eccleſi- 
aſtics were on the point of ſuffering a crue 
death, when the Pacha, apprized in time, 
diverted the rage of the multitude, by iſſu- 
ing a firman, proclaimed through all the 
ſtreets of the town, by which every Greek, 
of whatſoever condition, was forbidden to 
ſleep within the walls of Canea. This or- 
der was rigorouſly obeyed, and every evening 
theſe wretched ſlaves were to be ſeen igno- 
miniouſly ſtealing out of the gate of Retimo, 
| „„ 5 bh 
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to ſeek an aſylum in the neighbouring 
country. The working-men and the poor, 
unable to hire apartments, were obliged to 
take ſhelter in the crevices of rocks, or 
lay under trees on the bare ground. The 
women were not included in this prohibi- 
tion, but were permited to remain in their 
houſes; an exception which does great 
honour to Turkiſh gallantry, but which fur- 
niſhed a ſubje for many witticiſms. How- 
ever, when this nightly exile had continu- 
ed two months, the huſbands began to talk 
of making their peace; and as money here 
is the remedy for every evil, they joined 
their purſes, and having raiſed a large ſum, 
obtained a revocation of the order, after pay- 
ing very Gay for the pride wi their biſhop. 
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To M. L. M. 


W HE N we 3 through Gr 
ent countries, Madam, or even through dif. 
tant provinces of the ſame kingdom, the 


change of air is perceived by us in a very 


ſenſible manner. This impreſſion indeed, i is 
greater or leſs, according to the greater or 

leſs degree of ſenſibility of every individual; 
nor does it wholly depend on the accidental 
circumſtances of cold or heat. We feel, in 
reſpiring the vital element, an odour, a taſte, 
a ſavour, which vary according to circum- 
ſtances, and the varieties of climates and ſea- 
ſons. Theſe ſenſations produce pleaſure, or 
an uncomfortable feeling, as they are ſuit- 
able or contrary to the actual ſtate of our 
conſtitution ; nor are we to eſteem this extra- 
ordinary : the exhalations from the earth, 
waters, plants and flowers, incorporate with 
T 5 tile 
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the atmoſphere, and compoſe the air we 


breathe. Every man of underſtanding, there- 
fore, who has any regard for his health» 


ought not to, be indifferent concerning the 
choice of his habitation, fince on it, in a 


great meaſure, depends the preſervation oF 


that moſt valuable bleſſing. 

The inſtant I landed on the coaſt of Alex- 
andria, I inhaled a fiery air, with which 
I was nearly ſuffocated; I felt a moiſt and 
debilitating heat, which rendered me languid, 
and deprived me of all ſtrength of body, or 
vigour of mind. I concluded it was im- 


poſüble I could live in ſuch a country; but 


a copious | perſpiration preſently, taking place, 
the violent heat of my blood diminiſhed, and 
I ſoon found myſelf greatly relieved. _ 

In the beginning of ſpring, when the 
orange- trees round Damietta were in flower, 
and filled the atmoſphere with their fragrance ; 
when heat, as yet only moderate, left the 
body in poſſeſſion of its energy and activity, 
I taſted, in the moſt lively manner, the charms 


of ſo delicious a temperature, breathed with 


rapture a freſh and perfumed air, and every 
pulſation of the heart was an enj oyment. This 
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pleaſure, though every moment repeated. 


never produced ſatiety. 
In the ſame places, when, in the month of 


July, the huſbandman had turned up the mud of 


the moraſſes to plant his rice, the atmoſphere 


became loaded with exhalations which op- 
preſſed the breaſt, and obſtructed reſpiration. 


The faces of the inhabitants were diſcoloured; 
ſickneſs became general; and had not the 
northerly winds, which prevail at that ſeaſon, 
chaſed away the malignant vapours, and the 
earth been very ſoon covered with harveſts, 


the moſt violent diſtempers would, no doubt, 


have enſued. 
In fact, fo large a river as the Nile TY 
through, and periodically inundating Egypt, 
cannot but render the air humid, which hu- 
midity moderates the heat of the fun, and 
renders the country habitable. The air 
there is very ſalutary to the lungs; diſorders 
of the breaſt are N W; j and Galen, 
who 


(4\ T have faid, that aſthmatic diſarders are not known 
in Egypt. This is true with reſpect to the inhabitants, 
and perſons coming from Europe, Aſia, and the northern 
coaſts of Africa; but the Abyſſinians, and Nubians, who 
inhabit a much hotter climate, become ſometimes aſth- 
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who ſtudied at Alexandria, and was well ac- | _ 
quainted with the nature of the climate, ſent i 
thither all his patients with pulmonary com- 
plaints, and mey nee found _ cure 0 
they ſought, 25 ö =, 189 

Among all the countries, in which 1 13 _ 
reſides; there is none whoſe temperature is | 
ſo healthy, and ſo agreeable, as that of Crete. | 
The heats there are not exceſſive; and violent . 
cold is abſolutely unknown in the plains, By 
the obſervations which I made at Canea, 
during a whole year, I found that, from the 
month of March to the beginning of No- ; 
vember, the thermometer only varied from 
20 to 27 degrees (of Reaumur's ſcale (/)) 
above the freezing point. This variation is 
not conſiderable ; beſides that, in the hotteſt 

days of ſummer, the atmoſphere was refreſhed 
by the ſea-breezes. The winter, properly ſpeak- 
ing, begins only in December, and ends in 
January. During this ſhort ſeaſon, ſnow 
never falls in, the plain, and rarely do you 
ſee the ſurface of the water n The 


matic 1 SO Cares Theſe facts <= e e 0 8 


to me by phyſicians who have refided Tory years in , wr 
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weather is more commonly as fine as * the 
beginning of June in France. The name of 
winter is given to theſe two months, from 
the heavy rains, the cloudy ſky, and very 
violent north winds, which happen at this 


time of the year; but theſe rains are highly 
uſeful to agriculture, ſince the winds drive 
the clouds towards the high mountains, where 
the reſervoirs of water are formed by nature 
to fertilize the country, and the inhabitant 
of the plain ſuffers nothing from theſe tran- 
fient variations. 
No ſooner is the month of berg 1 0 
than the earth is adorned with flowers: and 
barveſts. The reſt of the year is almoſt one 
continued fine day. We never experience, 
as in France, thoſe cruel returns of piercing 
cold, which, coming ſuddenly after the heats, 
nip the opening flowers, deſtroy the fruits of 
the year, and are ſo prejudicial to delicate 
conſtitutions. The ſky is continually bright 
and ſerene, and the winds mild and tem- 
perate. The glorious luminary of day runs 
his majeſtic courſe through the azure vault, 
and ripens the luxuriant fruits ef the hills - 
and plains. Nor are the nights leſs beautiful : 


a en coolneſs then prevails, and the air, 
. 


ON GRE E C E. 290 
leſs charged with vapours than with us, diſ- 
covers a greater number of ſtars to the ob- 
ſerver. The blue vault of heaven ſparkles 
With gold, diamonds, and rubies, which ſeem 
to. dart forth brighter fires. Nothing can be 
more. magnificent than this ſpectacle, which 
the Cretans enjoy for ten months of the year. 

To the charms of ſo delightful a climate, are 
added other advantages which enhance their 


value. The iſland of Crete has hardly any. 


marſhes, The waters there are never ſtag- 
nant, but, flowing from the ſummits of 
the mountains in innumerable ſtreams, form 
delightful fountains, or ſmall rivers, which 


loſe themſelves in the ſea, The elevation. of 


them to how a rapid courſe, and few from | 
neither lakes nor ponds. For this reaſon, ins 


| ſes cannot depoſit their eggs in them, which 


would. be carried to the ſea; and the inhas . 


bitants are not tormented, as in Egypt, with 
thoſe. clouds of gnats that fill the houſes, and 
of which the ſting is ſo painful. For. the 
- ame reaſon, alſo, the air is not loaded with 


thoſe dangerous vapours which riſe 72 the 


bee! in wet countries. 


The and riſing a are dothed 


with 
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with various ſpecies of thyme (m), Nrohry, . 
ſerpolet, odoriferous rock-roſes, and a'variety 
of balſamic plants, - Myrtles and laurel roſes 
border the rivulets which meander through 
the vallies. On every ſide the country 
preſents you with groves of orange, lemon, 
and almond trees. The Arabian jeſſamine 
blooms in the- gardens, which in the ſpring 
are decorated with beds of violets. Vaſt fields 
are covered with ſaffron; wild dittany, which 
has a very fragrant ſmell, lines the crevices 
of the rocks: in a word, the 1 
valleys, and plains, exhale on all ſides aro- 
matic odours, which perfume the air, and 
render it delicious to reſpire. Clouds, ice, 
and ſnow, are affliting objects, which throw 
a mournful veil over the face of nature; they 
preſent to the eye gloomy images, and excite 
in the mind melancholy reflexions, and pain- 
ful feelings in the heart. Nay, not unfre- 
quently, they are injurious to health, and pro- 
duce a general indiſpoſition. But a clear ſky 
has an effect the very reverſe. The fight of 
an Unciouged ſun inſpires man with j Joy: His 


- (n) We find in the inand of Crete Sons forts of "OY 
one with a white flower, the other red, and the third 


or 8 All of them are very odoriferous. 
a genial 
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nenial warmth revives him, and infuſes that 
lively cheerfulneſs, which ſprings from the 
conſcious feeling of the happineſs he enjoys. 
In this ſtate of mind every object acquires 
new beauty. He contemplates with more 


pleaſure the luxuriance of the harveſts, and 


admires with greater enthuſiaſm the beauteous 
tints of the flowers ; he finds a double ſweet- 
neſs in their perfumes; and, delighted with 
his own exiſtence, ſeems to communicate, to 
every thing around him, the happineſs he 
enjoys. The youth begins to be animated 
with a new life, and feels himſelf ſoftly at- 


' tracted towards another ſelf; his heart palpi- 


tates with inquietude and delight, and the 
tender paſſion of love fires all his ſenſes. 
While the aged man, now ſafe: in the har- 
bour, recollects the tumultuous ſtruggles of 


his younger days, and feeling himſelf revived 


by a ſudden warmth, would be ready to en- 
counter them anew, did not prudence and 
nature ſoon calm the temporary efferveſcence. 
of his paſſions. 

In theſe countries, Madam, we are more 
| ſenſible of the truth of ſuch reflexions. It is 
certain, that in this delightful climate man 

3 is leſs ſubject to diſeaſes, enjoys more plea- 
| ſures, 
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ſures, and has infinitely more means of being 
happy than in the northern regions, where 
the cold is extreme; or even in our climates, 
where the winter, though not ſo long, is ſomes 
times very ſevere. 
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To M. L. M. 


TRE beauty of man, Madam, his powers, 
and his health, depend, in general, on the 
_ climate he'inhabits, his food, and the nature 
of his occupations. In Crete, the Turk, who 


is not tormented by ambition, or the thirſt 
of wealth, whoſe mind is never occupied by 
the chimeras of intrigue, who knows not 


envy, which debaſes the ſoul, nor exhauſts 

himſelf in the purſuit of the ſciences, to which 
we too often ſacrifice our health; the Turk, 
I ſay, who lives on wholeſome and ſimple 
aliments, and paſſes his days amid the flowery 
fields he cultivates, and in the boſom of his 
family who obey and revere him, grows and 


| riſes into a Coloſſus, The ſalubrity of the air 
he breathes, the ſweet temperature he enjoys, 


the delightful ſcenes perpetually before his 
eyes, and the peaceful life he leads, all con- 
tribute to ſtrengthen his body, and preſerve 


his vigour even beneath the ſnows of age. 


Hither the ſculptor, devoted to his art, and 
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r 
emulating the ancients, ſhould come in ſearch 
of models. He would ſee young men of eigh- 
teen or twenty, five feet ſix, or eight inches 
high (=), who poſſeſs all the graces peculiar 
to their time of life. Their muſcles have till 
a little plumpneſs, which will ſoon aſſume a 
bolder character; their cheeks, gracefully 
rounded, diſplay an animated carnation, and 
their eyes are full of fire; their- chin is 
covered with a light down, never violated by 
the razor; ; their air is full of grace and dig- 
nity; and their whole carriage, and every 
geſture, beſpeaks health and vigour. | 
In men arrived at maturity, the features 
-and outlines are more developed. Their legs 


are naked; and when their robes are lifted 


up, the muſcles appear boldly prominent : 
their arms exhibit thoſe ſigns of ſtrength 


Which were viſible in thoſe of the ancient 


Athletæ: their ſhoulders are broad, their cheſts 
Full, and their necks, never ftraightened by 
the ligatures, which, from infancy, confine 
thoſe of the Europeans, retain all the beauti- 
ful proportions aſſigned to that part by na- 
ture: no tight breeches, or garters, bind 
their legs below the knee; that oy of their 
(* About fix feet Engliſh, 
15 
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les, therefore, is never diſtorted or contracted, 
nor is the knee too prominent. In a word, 


all their limbs, unaccuſtomed to the fetters 
which confine our motions, and which habit 


alone could render ſupportable, preſerve their 
natural form, and that admirable ſymmetry 


ſtand erect, all parts of the body properly 


ſupport each other. When they walk, they 
move with an air of dignity, and bodily 


ſtrength and firmneſs of mind diſplay them- 


ſelves in every geſture. Their majeſtic eye 


announces that they are accuſtomed to com 


mand. Pride and ſeverity may ſometimes be 
2 in their looks, but meanneſs never. 

The Mahometans, who inhabit the iſland 
of Crete, are ſuch, Madam, as I have here 
pourtrayed them. They are, in general, from 
five feet and a half to ſix feet high (o). They 
reſemble the ancient ſtatues ; and, in fact, ſuch 


were the men the-artiſts of antiquity took for 


their models. It is not, therefore, wonderful 
they ſhould: have ſurpaſſed us, having a more 


a La Seam which to n O 


& 9 1 ee to * five feet _ 
inches to ZN os ive TRAD: | 


i 
” per PPP Ie ens ̃ Üoʃl-!u eta m 
. 5 : 


X 5 day, 


50 "LETTERS - 


day, at e an officer in ahi 
environs of Canea, he exclaimed, at the ſight 
of every Turk that paſſed, Oh! were I only 
permitted to chooſe here ſeven hundred men, 
I ſhould have the fineſt regiment in France! 
In a country where the men are fo re- 
markable for bodily ſtrength and dignity of 
aſpect, you may juſtly conclude, Madam, that 
the women cannot be wanting in beauty and 
the graces. Their dreſs does not prevent the 
growth of any part of the body, but is ac- 
commodated to thoſe. admirable proportions 
with which the Creator has decorated the moſt 
lovely of his works. All are not handſome; 
Ade not. poſſeſs charms; but ſome of them 

are extremely beautiful, particularly among 
i = Turks. In general, the Cretan women 
have a luxuriant boſom ; a neck gracefully 
rounded. black eyes full. of en a ſmall 


checks which health tinges with the votet 
vermilion. But the oval of their faces is dif-. 
ferent from that of the women of Europe, and 
the character of their beauty is peculiar” to 
their nation. I will not attempt a a parallel | 
between the two. Whatever is beautiful de- 
ſerves our homage, though re of ſenti- | 
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ment ſhould: — the taſts aße thaw 
* juſt feeling. $71 

+Ddbrinia that firſt you. or two of. my Fa 4 
10 the eaſtern countries, accuſtomed as 1 had 
been to the elegant head - dreſs of the ladies 

of France, their curls, and different coloured 
powder, I could not endure the black hair of 
the oriental women, and their dreſs ſeemed to 
me to give them a harſh and forbidding air. 
So difficult is it for reaſon to diſengage itſelf 
from the fetters of habit, that I long conti- 
nued the flave of this prejudice. But, after 
more mature reflection, their long black locks, 

artificially plaited, without either powder or 

pomatum, and which neither ſpoil their dreſs, 
nor ſoil the furniture of their apartments, ap- 
peared to me well calculated to heighten their 
beauty. Their ebon colour ſeemed to give 
more luſtre to the fairneſs of their complexions, 
and the glow: of their cheeks. The roſe- 
haled an agreeable perfume; and I was de- 
lighted with the natural beauty of their treſſes, 
I then changed my opinion, and could not 
help wiſhing the European women would not 
ſpoil one of their moſt charming ornaments 
| wr * of art, ſo much inferior to 
X 2  _ thoſe 
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© thoſe of nature. How much more lovely 


would the fair beauty appear, adorned with 


the pale gold of her flowing locks! How 


would the dark hair of the brunette, arranged 


with art, ſet off the roſes of her cheeks! 


Theſe, Madam, are the - obſervations. of a 
traveller, who, by comparing the | different 
cuſtoms of nations, has been able to baniſh 
his prejudices, and is convinced that nature 


alone is truly beautiful; but he ſets little value 
on, and entreats your excuſe for, the reflections 


in which he has here ventured to indulge. 
You muſt not be ſurpriſed, Madam, that 
I have not mentioned the Greeks: who in- 


habit the iſland of Candia, who partake with 


the Turks the advantages of a ſerene ſky, a 
pure air, and happy temperature. They en- 


Joy, indeed, in common with them, theſe pre- 


cious bleſſings; but they are opprefled by 
tyrants. They live in perpetual anxiety and 


- apprehenſion, and frequently terminate their 


miſerable lives in deſpair. Excepting the 
Spachiots, who are leſs expoſed to tyranny, 


theſe unfortunate beings have neither the lofty 


ſtature, nor the ſtrength, nor the beauty of the 


Furks. The ſtamp of ſervitude is viſible in 
their faces ; their looks are crouching, and 


their 
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their features diſtorted by knavery and mean- 
neſs, Such is the character of thoſe Cretans, 
who were once ſo jealous of their liberty; 
thoſe experienced and intrepid warriors, who 
were courted by all nations; and thoſe friends 
to the arts, which they cultivated amid their 
ſhady groves. At preſent, cowardly and in- 


dolent, they live in debaſement, and we may 5 


read in their degraded ee that 11 
are flaves. 


4 8 the honour to be, &c., 
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19 idand of Candia, 8 et not 
produce, like Egypt, a multitude of reptiles, 
Very few ſerpents, and thoſe only ſmall ones, 


are to be faund in it. Belon, the naturaliſt, 


reckons three ſpecies, the ophis, the ochendra, 
and the' epbloti... The firſt is not venomous ; 
but I can ſay nothing of the others, only I 


never heard of any accidents from their bite. 


The ancients affirmed, that this beautiful 


country contained no noxious animal (5). 
Pliny excepts the tarantula (), which Belon 
calls. phalangion (r). They aſſert its poiſan 
is mortal. It is a ſort of ſpider, almoſt, an 
inch long, with a ſcaly coat. Tt hollows out, 


in the ſides of little eminences, a pretty deep 


(o) Antigonus Ariſthius, Hiſt. cap. x. It is ſaid, that 
the iſland of Crete brood no animal which can cauſe the 


death of man. 


(7) Pliny, lib. viii. cap. 58. : 
(r) Obſervations de pluſieurs Singularites et Choſes 
memorables trouvees en Grece, &c. | 
5 „ hole 
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hole, which it covers with a ſtrong web of 
croſs threads glued together. This little paſ- 
fage, at the bottom of which it lodges, is 
cloſed externally by a valve, that prevents 
the rain from penetrating; and which. it opens 
| when going in queſt of inſects, and cloſes 
again when it re- enters. If two of theſe 
tarantulas are ſhut up in a glaſs phial, they 
ſing each other, and die ſoon after. I am 
not acquainted with the effect of their bite 
on the human body, but I was an eye- witneſs 
to the experiment I have juſt mentioned. 
The quadrupeds of the: iſland are not 
miſchievous; we neither meet with lions, 
tigers, bears, wolves, nor even foxes; in 
ſhort, no dangerous animal. The wild 
goats are the only inhabitants of the 
foreſts which cover the high mountains, 
and have nothing to fear but the gun of the 
hunter. Hares are found on the eminences : 
and in the plains. The ſheep feed in ſafety 
on the various ſpecies of wild thyme. They 
are folded every evening, and the ſhepherd 
Neeps in peace, free from the dread of ſeeing 
death and havock ſpread among his flock by 
wild beaſts. _ 


It i is a happineſs for the Cretans, that they 
2 1 are 
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are neither troubled with muſquitos, nor have 


any thing toapprehend from the poiſon of ſer- 


pents, or the ferocity of wild beaſts. The young 


and lively maiden may dance upon 'the graſs, 
without finding, like Eurydice, a viper EY . 


cealed under the flowers. The ancients 


aſeribed theſe ſignal advantages to the birth 


of Jupiter. The Cretans, ſays lian (s), 
& celebrate in their ſongs the bounties of Ju- 


cc piter, and the favour he has granted their 
cc iſland, his native and nurſing land, of being 
<« free from every noxious animal, and of not 
« even Ee, pat which _ be brought 


6 into it.“ 


Among the medicinal plants of Crete, FR 
tany holds the firſt rank. It is aſtoniſhing 
how highly the ancients have extolled its vir- 


tues. Theophraſtus (), who gives us the re- 


ceived opinions of his time, ſays, Of all 
& the known plants, which the earth has pro- 
ce duced, dittany is the moſt precious.“ The. 
father of medicine, the abend res 


(5) lian. de Natura And W | 
(t) Theophraſtus adds, in another place, Dittany poſ- 


ſelles beneficial and extraordinary virtues in a great num- 


| ber of caſes, N 8 
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crates («), ordered an infuſion of 'it to be 
given in ſeveral diſorders of women, and 
eſpecially during the pains of a difficult la- 
bour. For this reaſon the ſtatue of Diana 
was, according to ſome writers (05 e 
with dittany. 8 
I ſhall not here repeat, with ſoreral au- 
thors (wv), that the wild goats, when wounded 
by the arrows of the hunter, freed themſelves 
from them by eating this precious plant; that 
it poſſeſſed the virtue of healing them, even 
when the arrows were poiſoned (x) ; and that 
its odour was ſo powerful, as to drive away 
venomous reptiles, and deſtroy, if it only 
touched them (). Theſe accounts are evidently 
exaggerated; but, on the other hand, we are 
poſlibly too indifferent to the real utility me- 
dicine might derive from this plant. Its leaf 
18 AO balſamic, and the flower dues 


(s) 8 de Nat. Malin Ge as aw OM 


| dittany of Crete, of the weight of an obolus, infuſed in 
water. He adds (de Morbis Mulierum), lib. i. Give dit- 


tany of Crete in wine. De Fœtus Mortui Exſect. If 5 


you have any dittany of Crete, drink an infuſion of it. 

(v) Scholiaft. in Euripid. Hippolyt. 
(uw) Plutarch, de Sol. Anim. f 
(*) Cicero, de Natura Deorum, lib. i te 
eu Dioſcorides, EY 

a de- 
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a delicious fragrance. The inhabitants, at pre- 
ſent, apply it with ſucceſs on many occaſions. 
An infuſion of the dried leaf, with a little 
ſugar, yields a liquor more pleaſing to the 
palate, and more finely flavoured than tea. 
It immediately removes languor of the ſto- 
mach, and reſtores it after digeſtion. 
() Dittany is peculiar to the iſland of Crete, 
and is to be found in no other country. It 
| grows in the crevices of the rocks, and at the 
foot of precipices. Pliny has not ſufficiently 
diſcriminated it in his deſcription (a). Dit⸗ 
4. tany,” ſays he, © has ſlender branches, re- 
_ & ſembles penny- royal, and is hot and rough 
ce to the taſte; its leaves only are made uſe 
cc of; it has neither flower, nor ſeed, nor 
« ſtalk.” Virgil knew it better, and his 
_ deſcription is more conformable to truth (5). 
« His mother gathers dittany on Mount 
Ida of Crete. This plant bears ſhagged 
ce leaves, which are crowned with purple 
ROWE: The wild goats find in it a 


(2) Pliny, B. xxv. ch. 8. Dittany grows only i in "ba 
iſland of Crete. Theophraſtus (Hiſt. Plant.) ſays te 
ſame thing: Dittany is peculiar to the iſland of Crete. 

(3) Pliny, lib. xxv. cap, 8. 

(6b) Eneid, lib. xii. 
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4 remedy, when wounded by: the winged 
« arrows.” __ 
| In a country 5 the air is extremely 
pure, diſorders are not frequent; we find no 
epidemical diſeaſes in the iſland of Candia. 
Fevers are, indeed, frequent there, in the ſum- 
mer; but they are not attended with danger, 
and the plague would never make its appear- 


ance, had not the Turks deſtroyed the Laza- 


rettos eſtabliſhed by the Venetians for per- 
forming quarantine. Since then it has been 
brought, from time to time, by the ſhips from 
Smyrna and Conſtantinople. This dreadful 
diſtemper perpetuates itſelf for want of pre- 
cautions, viſits ſucceſſively the different pro- 
vinces, and, as both the heats and colds are 
moderate, ſometimes continues its ravages here 
for eighteen months together. 

But a malady which, though leſs dangerous | 
than the plague, has ſomething even more 
hideous in its ſymptoms, infects this beautiful 
country: I mean the leproſy. This diſorder 
had its ancient ſeat in Syria, whence it has 
| paſſed into many iſlands of the Archipelago. 

It is contagious, and is inſtantly communi- 
cated by the touch. The unhappy wretches, 
who ; are attacked by it, are confined to little 


huts, | 


I 
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huts, built on the ſides of the ny, St 
which they are not allowed to come out, or 
to converſe with any perſon. They have 
uſually round their cottages a ſmall garden, 
that ſupplies them with vegetables and 
poultry, with which, and the alms they 
receive from paſſengers, they drag on a 
miſerable life in torment. Their bloated ſkin 
is covered with a ſcaly cruſt, full of red and 
white ſpots, which occaſion intolerable itch- 
ings. They intreat relief in a hoarſe and 
hollow voice, at the very ſound of which you 
ſhudder, and their words are ſcarcely articu- 
late, as the diſorder is internally deſtroying the 
organs of ſpeech. Theſe wretched ſpectres 
gradually loſe the uſe of their limbs, and live 
till, the whole maſs of blood becoming cor- 
rupted, death is the conſequence of putre- 
faction. No fight can be more melancholy, 
or more ſhocking than that of a leper; no 
torments comparable to thoſe which he en- 
dures. It would be an act worthy of a hu- 
mane phyſician, to endeavour to diſcover a 
remedy for this dreadful and contagious diſ- 
_ temper. 
| The rich are not attacked by this le: 
which is SIE to the lower claſs of people, 
| and 
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and is particularly frequent among the Greeks, 
who obſerve ſtrictly their four Lents, and live 
during that whole time on nothing but ſalt- fiſh, 
boutargo (c), pickled olives, and cheeſe, and 
drink copiouſly of the heavy - and heating 
wines of the country (d). It is poſſible this 
diet may inflame and thicken their blood, 
and, at length, be the cauſe of a leproſy. I 
am led to ſuſpect this, from obſerving, that it 
never manifeſts itſelf among ſuch . 5 the 
Turks as are rich enough to procure animal 
food the whole year, with rice and vegetables; 
nor even among the Greeks who inhabit the 
mountains, and eat frequently of ſallads, fruits, 
and milk. 

Lou perceive, Madam, this terrible KGorder 
is not to be dreaded by perſons in eaſy cir- 
cumſtances. During a whole century that 
the French have been ſettled in Canea, not 
one of them has ever ſuffered from it ; and 
as it appears to originate from the wretched 
nutriment of the Greeks: by obliging them 
to change their manner of living, this diſeaſe 
git poſſibly be eradicated. Our anceſtors 


(c) The roe of fiſh falted and fncaked; 1 

(4) Theſe wines are of a "op hot Auality, and colt 
| only rod ins. bottle. 
| brought 
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A RESIDENCE of 1 months in | 
Crete, has given me an opportunity, Madam, 
of attaining a more perfect knowledge of this 
fine iſland, than travellers, in general, can pre- 
tend to, who have only taken a haſty view. 
| At a diſtance from all the entertainments and 
\ diverſions which amuſe the Pariſian, I have 
endeavoured, in my leiſure hours, to diſ- 
cover ſituations where I might enjoy the 
beauties of the country. I wiſh, Madam, to | 
preſent you. with the deſcription of one in 
particular, to which I frequently repaired, 
attracted by the pleaſing proſpects it afforded; 
but let me entreat you to remember, that the 5 
more faithful I ſhall be, the more will the 
ſcenes ] I ſhall depict be ſuſpected of the mar- 
vellous. I am not afraid, however, you 
ſhould think them imaginãry; the places I 
am about to deſcribe, really exiſt; I myſelf 
have ſeen and LL 36K their beauties in different 
” ſeaſons. 
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Gaſons of the year, May they cauſe you to 
forget, for a moment, the rich gardens of 
 Montreuil, and for a while fix your attention 

on the banks of the Platania! _ 
' Quitting Canea, and following the ſea-thors 


to the ſouth-weſt, we leave on the right the 


Lazaret, a low rock, where the Venetians 


obliged veſſels ro perform quarantine, before 


they were admitted into the harbour. A 
league further on is the rock of Saint Theo- 
dore, on which not a ſtone remains of the 
two forts by which it was defended, when 
attacked by the Turks. This little iſland, and 
that of the Lazaret, were anciently called 
Leuces, and are famous for the conteſt the 
Syrens dared to maintain againſt 1 the Muſes, 
with whom they diſputed the palm of vocal 
and inſtrumental muſic ; but being oe, 
threw themſelves into the ſea. „ 
Coaſting the gulph, we diſcover to the welt 
a long chain of mountains, which follow its 
windings, and terminate in a point at Cape 
Spada, formerly the promontory of Dicynna. 
Theſe are a branch of. the white mountains, 
to which Strabo gives the name of Corycus. 
About the middle of this chain 3 is the temple 
of N erected by the ancient . 
on 
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on che ſp ot here ſhe caſt herſelf into 0 — 
to avoid the purſuit of Minos (e). 662/17: op 1 \ \ 
Let us continue our r be 8 
ef the fibles of antiquity. We approach tbe f 
river of Platania; and the foreſt of the fame — 44 
name; we:are:now' three leagues from Canea. > [ 
To the weſt we have the ſea, and the hills 
with which it is furrounded, and to the eaſt "= oY 
a thick wood. Between the ſhore and theſe pe 
trees is a ſandy ſoil, a quarter of à league in | i 
width, interſperſed with beautiful laurel-roſes. 1 
Nothing can be more lively than the verdant 
luſtre of their leaves; nothing more magnifi- = 
cent than the purpte flowers with which they „ | 
are crowned. - But the ſun beats hot on the =—\ 
wn pom e Geert" ee | I 
its edvert.;;:! 10 124996 6 > 5 WO. ' 72 
„ Heavens? whit. 4:delipheful PEEP dial” . it 
alt; what beautiful foliage! A vaſt foreſt 
of plane trees, few of which are leſs than | 
ſeventy feet high They are larger than our 
elms, and no leſs majeſtic. / How chey unite 
e erde agaln th tempelle _ 
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of Platania! Every tree has vines planted 
round it, whoſe ſhoots, four inches in diame- 


ter, riſe like the ropes which ſecure the maſts 


of a ſhip. In this rich and pr ve ſoi 
they ſhoot with an aſtoniſhing: en and, 
growing to the height of the planes by which 
they are ſupported; crown. them with their 


verdant tendrils, and adorn them with their 


large arbour, impenetrable to the rays of the 


ſun. Seated under this magnificent A 40 


the traveller ſees cluſters of grapes p $ 
over his head, many of which are two feet in 


length. They are of various ſpecies 3! and 
by the ſide of a yellow cluſter, we frequently 


admire the purple, the violet, the roſe, and 


the muſcadine of a deeper, or lighter ue. 
Theſe grapes, which embellih the Platanus 
with their beauteous varieties, have à very 


large berry; and ripen two months later 


than thoſe which grow on the hill-ſides 3: but 
they adorn the tables of the inhabitants till 
the month of December, and are of an ex- 
quiſite flavour. I know no place more de- 
lightfully pleaſant than this foreſt. In ſpring, 
innumerable birds reſort thither, to build their 


neſts: the W the goldfinch, and the 
E 1 15 e 
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: Llackbird,: ſeck its ſhades,- where they woo in 
peace their little loves, and make the echoes 
reſound with their melodious warblingg. 
© Cloſe:to the edge of this wood flows the 


river of Platania. It is not deep, and the 
pure ſand, which forms its bed, is eaſily diſ- 


coverable through its tranſparent waters. The 
foliage of the plane- trees, and the cluſters 


with which they are hung round, are reflected 


in this cryſtal mirror. Sometimes, taking its 
way between two. rows of trees, its darkened 
ſtream glides in ſilence under the thick overs 
hanging branches; then, ſuddenly eſcaping: 
from its priſon, the face of heaven is again 
imaged in its peaceful waters. It was in this 


limpid ſtream, ſays the fable (/), that Europa, 


ſatiated with the favours of Jupiter, went to 
bathe her beauteous body, while her nymphs 
danced: in chorus, and chaunted hymns to 
Love. No place can be imagined more fas 
voutable to the tendereſt of paſſions; nor any 
Where the heart overflows more with pure 
enjoyment, or feels more the want of another 
ſelf to participate its delights; O thou Who, 
_ beneath the 8 80 ſhades of Leude. 
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ſang Eleonora, -whoſe darling name has ats 
trated the admiration of diſtant nations, 
come to Platania; come to admire and paint 
the charms of this retreat; and, if you would 
render it immortal, here love, here celebrate 
another divinity! Acknowledged ſongſter of 
the Graces, beloved poet of Apollo, remember 
that this is the ancient country of the Muſes; 
here refide, and you will imagine A in 
the boſom of your native lande. 
Loet us penetrate into the thickeſt of 5 
wood. What profound ſilence ! hat gloomy 
majeſty! Darkneſs here reigns amid the clear- 


neſs of the day. Here is the habitation: of 


obſcurity, peace, and coolneſs. They have 
fled the burning hills, where the ſhepherd, 
from the depth of his grotto, watbles: forth © 
his ſtrains, and have taken refuge under this 
impenetrable foliage. But why does a ſecret 
ſhuddering ſeize on the mind? Is this then the 
temple of the deity ? And is the ſoul awed by 
his ſacred preſence ? -Or, rather, does it dread 
ſome undiſcovered enemy? Yet does it expe- 
rience a kind of plèaſure in what ſo: de 
its feelings. Is this agitation then neceſſary 
to make us more ſenſible of our exiſtence? 
Let us continue to firay under the av 
& oF fa „„ 
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of Plitania, and aſcend toward the ſource bf 
the river. For the ſpace of a league we per- 
ceive almoſt always the ſame richneſs of ſoil, 
and the ſame delightful landſcapes. In ſome 
places the two hills, which embrace the foreſt, 
widen, and afford diſtant views of eminences, 
clad with vineyards; cottages built on their 
ſummits; and perpendicular recks, which ſeem 
ready to ruſh into the valley. The goat, 
which ſports on the brink of the precipices, | 
is browzing on the leaves of the ſhrubs which 
grow on them, and os ſuſpended over the 
: abyſs. oe rec END. 

We are now at the extremity of the foreſt. 
Before us opens a plain, three leagues in cir- 
cumference, bordered on every fide with lofty - 
hills. Above riſe the White Mountains, which 
hide their frozen heads in the clouds. From 
every point of the horizon, narrow and deep 
valleys terminate in the plain, to which they 
convey the tribute of their waters. Their 
courſe is marked out by the laurel-roſes, the. 
beautiful flowers of which decorate the ſides 
of the valleys with a brilliant red. they are 
ſo many ſuperb garlands, hung by nature to 
the ſummits of the hills, and which, ſuſpended 
in 895 dad reach to the very foot of the 
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deſcent. Theſe wreaths of roſes forma 28 > 
ing contraſt with the ſurrounding verdure, 


and never can the. eye 58 5 Fu; ad- 


miring them. 


Let us now turn our attention to i 
principal ornament of this delightful ſcene. 
You have, Madam, handſome myrtles in your 


gardens, but they languiſh under a foreign 
ſky. One part of the year they are ſhut up 


in hot-houſes, for their delicacy is unable to 
ſupport the froſt. The pots or boxes in 
which they are confined, will not permit 
them to receive ſufficient nouriſhment to be- 
come vigorous, or to diſplay. their odoriferous 
flowers; but what they eſpecially want is the 
ſun they love; his genial heat is indiſpenſable 
to their perfection. Hither, Madam, muſt 
you come to view in perfection the beau- 
tiful tree ſo dear to the fon of Cytherea. In 
the place I am deſcribing, and which I ſhall 


call the plain of , myrrles, you may ſee them 


ten feet high, and covered with. bloſſoms 


from the ground to the very tops. Their 


ſnow-white flowers, bordered within with a 


purple edging, appear to peculiar advantage 
under the verdant foliage. Each myrtle is load- 


ed with _—_ and ke _ perfumes, more 
INS EN {week 
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ſweet, more exanifice, than thoſe of the roſe 
itſelf; they enchant. every ſenſe, and the 
{oul-is filled with the ſofteſt ſenſation. . Some- 
times, in this immenſe plain, we find them 
growing in thick groves; to walk in which 
is moſt delightful. In other places they are 
ſeen ſcattered here and there; but wherever 
we turn our eyes, we can never be wearied 
with admiring the beauty of their foliage, and 
inhaling the delicious odours of their flowers. 
Twenty times have 1 repoſed under their 
ſhade, and as often have I taſted a new de- 
light. The ancients certainly were in the 
right, when they conſecrated the myrtle ta 
love, ſince it e in beauty W other 
ſhrub or tree. 7 

A rivulet mit 1 wha extent of chis 
plain; z but it has but little water, except 
during the winter. Its banks are adorned 
with laurel-roſes, which grow beſt in a moiſt | 


ſoil. The vivid colours of their bloſſoms, which 


are ſeen through the interſtices of the flowery 
myrtles, form a picture worthy of the ableſt 
| pencils, But the pleaſure of the eye is not 
equal to that communicated, by their delicate | 
daes. Foy: leave them, to ſeat Tours, at 
T4. al 
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| the pore tion of cheir ornaments, by collect- 


we 1 R TN A3 


the foot of the myrtles, which, on a cloſer 
examination, appear more charming. g. 


Every part of the iſland of Crete, Madam, 
is not ſo pleaſant and beautiful, as that I have 


here deſcribed. The myrtle and the laurel- 
roſe grow every where in the valleys; but 1 


never ſaw theſe beauteous ſhrubs collected 1 in 
| ſuch abundance as in the plain which ter= | 


minates in ſo pictureſque a manner the foreſt > 


of Platania. If you do not find, in modern 


poets, deſcriptions ſimilar to mine, it is not 
their fault, but that of the country they have 


before their eyes. The happieſt imagination . 
eould never form ſuch pictures as I have pre- 
ſented you, without having ſeen the originals; 


it muſt have recourſe to foreign ornaments, at 
the expence of the moſt eſſential beauty. The, Sg 
| ancients, on the contrary, depict ſcenes, which, 


to thoſe who have not travelled, ſeem no bet⸗ 
ter than the dreams of a brilliant | imagination. | 
Yet, on viſiting the countries they inhabited, 


we ſee, with pleaſure, that, ſtudying after the 


fineſt models, they have copied wich fidelity 


the genpine beauties of nature. They have, 


indeed, allowed themſelves ſome licence in 


ing 
R ng. 
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ing in one landſcape all the charms to be found 
in many ; but they have, nevertheleſs, taken 
care not to loſe ſight of probability, by ſta- 
tioning each object in the place it ought to 


occupy, and imagining nothing but what is 


poſſible. The moſt frequent error of thoſe 
who have not well examined nature, is to 
unite incoherent beauties, and diſtort what 
| they 1 mean to embelliſh. _ 

I know not, „Madam, what may be the firs of 
the deſcriptions I now ſend you; but I ſketch- 
ed them near the banks of the Platania, and 

in the plain of myrtles. There I now enjoyed 
the ſhade of the Plane-tree, while the purple 
cluſters kung over my head; now inhaled 
the delicious odours of the blooming myrtle, 
| and. now contemplated with rapture the beau- 
tiful flowers with which the laurel-roſe adorn- 
ed the valleys. Charmed with the ſcenes, 
| breathing a pure and balmy air, I have en- 
deavoured to deſcribe, in this ſilent retreat, 
the ſentiments and emotions of my ſoul, and 
the refleictons reſulting from the fight of 6 

many ey objects. 


; 1 Raye the honour 1 to o be, 6. 
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| L, AM now v going to introduce you, Madam, 
to one of the moſt amiable Turks in the 


iſland, nor can I ſuppoſe you will be diſ- 
Pleaſed with your new acquaintance. Iſmael 
Aga, one of the wealthieſt land proprietors 


in Canea, is a man of about ſeventy years 


of age, of a majeſtic ſtature, a fine face, 
and ftill exhibits in his features the. marks 


of ſtrength and vigour. He Bas had che 


command of ſeveral of the Grand Signior' s 
caravelles, and paſſed ſome time at Venice; ; 
he has travelled through Egypt, and viſited, 
according to the religious cuſtom of he 
Mahometans, the tomb of his Prophet. His 
travels have intirely diveſted him of that 


pride, with which "ignorance, and the preju- 


dices of their religion, inſpire the Turks, nor 
does he, like them, deſpiſe ſtrangers; but, on 


the contrary, takes pleaſure in, and courts their 


FF ſociety. 


III 
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ſociety. Having invited us to ſpend ſome 
time at his country houſe, he ſent horſes for 
us, and ordered his ſons to ſhew us the way. 
We accordingly ſet out from Canea at eight 

in the morning, croſſed that beautiful part —_— 
of the country covered with olive-trees, ' 
which extends to the foot of the White WW 
Mountains, and having rode through the BY 
Whole length of the delightful plain of myrtles, 
arrived about noon at his houſe, ſituated a = 
league beyond it, on the declivity of a hill. PE . 
Iſmael received us with friendſhip, but with- 0 

dut any of thoſe demonſtrations of 1 Joy and 1 \ 1 

- pleaſure which ceremony. laviſhes in other Ye 4 
countries. You are welcome, ſaid he, with | 
an air of cool ſatisfaction; and immediately il 
conducted us to the Place of entertainment. 

The heavens were clear, and ſerene, but =. 
Ss atmoſphere was heated by a burning ſun, IF 1 
to which we had been four hours expoſed: Pt 


nothing could now be ſo deſirable to us 4 
coolneſs; and our wiſhes were amply gratified, 6 8 
The table was ſpread in the garden under. ” 
the ſhade of orange- trees. Six of theſe beau- . 
tiful trees, planted in a circle, united their = 1 
branches, which had never been mutilated by . 
5 pong ang: eee over our heads a 0 


—— q — b — 
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ſmall canals had been dug to convey its 
waters to the orange, the pomegranate and 
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roof 8 to the rays of the ſuch, 


In the middle of a very hot day, we enjoyed, 


in this arbour, which nature had ſo profuſely | 


embelliſhed, a delicious coolneſs, On every 
fide; flowers hung in garlands over the gueſts, 
and formed a crown for each. The bright. 
neſs of their colours, their exquiſite odours, 
the beauty of the foliage, gently agitated by 


the zephyr, every thing conſpired to make 


us imagine ourſelves ſuddenly tranſported to 


| ſome enchanted grove, To complete the 


whole, a beautiful ſtream, which deſcended 
from the adjoining hills, paſſed under the 
table, and contributed to preſerve the Pleas 
ſantneſs and coalneſt of our arbour; on each 


ide of us we beheld it gliding over a golden 


ſand; and winding its cryſtal ſtream through 
the garden, in | which a great number of 


almond trees, which repaid the moiſture 
they nen wn intereft, in e eng | 
fruits. | 

The table! was now ſerved; this Aga had 


endeavoured to provide for us ſuitable to our 


taſtes; we were preſented witli all the utenſils 


common in Franee; and our hoſt himſelf 


conformed 
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ed to all our cuſtoms. Knowing chat 
we were uſed. to take ſoup,” he ſupplied: us 


with a great diſh of roaſt- meats covered 


with a delicious jelly. Round this were bar« 

_ tavelles almoſt as large as bur hens, and with: 

2 ſumet which excited the appetite: there 
were beſide excellent quaile, a tender and de- 

Heate lamb, and haſhed-meat dreſſed with 

rice, and perfectly well ſcaſoned. The wine 

correſponded with the excellence of the reſt 

of our entertainment; we . were ſerved with 
vin de lei (g). malmſey of Mount Wann 
a ſort of perfumed red wine, equally agreeab 

to the ſmell and the taſte. Our good par h c 

wiſhing to imitate his gueſts, and take his 

glaſs in» defiance of the Prophet, had ſent 

a ieee and his children. Lay- 

ing aſide the Turkiſh gravity, which never 

condeſcends to ſmile, he chatted with much 


eden * e ieee eue the 


111 Ai 145 


7 > 5 & y 139 bluge⸗ 
(9.7 8 1 called Yin dn Lai, 
or wine of the law, and is little known in France; 
it is rather bitter, but leaves an agreeable favour a 
mouth, and excites a gentle warmth in the ſtomach. 
The Malmſey of Mount js more und, mare 
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penetration of his underſtanding, the aptneſs 
of his replies, and the juſtneſs of his ideas. 
When the diſhes were removed, we were 


preſented with Moka coffee, and pipes. Do 


not be too much ſhocked, Madam, the pipes 
made uſe of here are of jaſmine, and the 


part applied to the mouth, of amber; their 


enormous length entirely takes away the 
pungency of the tobacco, which, in Turkey, 


however, is mild; and, being mixed with 


the wood of aloes, produces a vapour neither 
diſagreeable nor ee as in ether 
countries. 3.9. 250% 

We repoſed ae 3 14 the 
ſhade, and enjoyed the delicious fragrance 
of the orange flowers; our hoſt was extreme - 
ly ſocial, and took the lead in the conver- 
fation. No offer was here made to ſhine, 
by thoſe flaſhes we call wit, to ornament. | 
ſplendid nothings in gaudy colours, or ta 
diſſeminate agreeable ſcandal. To attempt this 
would only have been to loſe time. Iſmael 
would have underſtood nothing of our jargon. 
We were obliged to content ourſelves with 
liſtening to ſolid obſervations, and return- 


ing anſwers according to the dictates of 
e000, and ſound ſenfe, As ſoon as the great 


9 | | 1 102825 


heat 3 was over, he called his aw and or- 
dered them to attend us on a ſhooting party; 

dye deſcended i into a plain where we found 
plenty of quails, and had the pleaſure of 
killing many without fatigue. The dark- 


neſs, which now advanced over the hills, 


brought us back to the houſe; and, as the 
nights at this ſeaſon are as clear and fine 
as the days are beautiful, we ſapped i in the 


arbour of orange-trees. Rarely do we enjoy 
this luxury in France; the night air has 
always a degree of chilneſs that makes us | 


mudder, or a copious dew falls injurious to 
health. In Crete, during the Summer, you are 
fiot expoſed to theſe inconveniencies, which, 


though trifling, interrupt the enjoyment of 


the company. The ſky was without a cloud, 
the coolneſs agreeable, and the air ſo calm, 
as ſcarcely to diſturb the light of four large 
Wwax-tapers, which illumined the foliage in 
a thouſand different ways, and the varied 
reflections of which produced lights and 
| ſhades of an admirable effect. Here the 
leaves ſhone upon, aſſumed a brilliant yellow, 


and there a deep verdure, while in ſome 
| 125 the whiteneſs of the flowers, ſuſpended 


ma was SORE: by a golden 
ha. ; 
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ground ; FRYE on, the opening of two leavey 


left a paſſage for the reſplendence of a ſtar, 


which ſparkled like the diamond. The con- 


denſation of the air had collected the fra - 
grant perfumes of the flowers and ſhrubs; 


and every ſenſe was delighted. The lumi- 5 


nous + coruſcations ' which played upon the 
foliage, and the contraſt of light and ſhade, 


which continually varied its form and colours, 


produced a ſcenery ſo delightful, chat this 


flowery canopy extended over our heads ap- 
peared to me more beautiful by night, than 

amid the ſplendor of day. Perhaps, too, 
the delicacy of our good cheer, the excellence | 
of the wine, and the novelty of the decora- 
tions, might give new vigour to imagination, 
and that enchantreſs might take a. delight in 


ſtill further embelliſhing ſo voluptuous an 


The Turks do not reſerve in their houſes. 
ſeparate apartments far every perſon of the 
family; the women only have diſtinct cham- 
bers; the men ſleep together in ſpacious halls, on 
matraſſes ſpread on the carpetting, and provided 
with ſheets and a blanket. Agreeable to this 


ancient cuſtom, ſtill obſerved by the orientals, 


we were ſhewn into a large room, round 
| 3 : _.. which 


o * GREECE. 3 


which: our beds were placed upon the ground. 
Only two centuries ago, it was uſual, even in 


1 M for the whole family to paſs the 

night in the ſame apartment: ſince that 
Na our manners have undergone a great 
change; they have infinitely more delicacy 
and convenience, nay, _—_— EO 5 
but are they more focial? 

The day had few Hy begun to break, mew 
5 2 came to awaken us; for the Mor 


Lee en 1 8 to Ao the firſt rays af - 


che ſun, and the delicious coolneſs diffuſed 


throughout the air. When we came down 
from our chamber, b 


the ſons of the Aga, and two game-keepers, 


made an excurſion | to ſhoot partridges. 1 
have only ſeen one ſpecies of that bird in this 


iſland; the bartavelle, which inhabits the 


mountains, where it multiplies prodigiouſſy; 


its colours are more lively, and it is much 


larger than our red partridge, and excellently 


well taſted: we found innumerable coveys 
of theſe birds on all the hills. Our morn- 
ing was fatiguing, but very ſuccelsl 
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eakial was waiting for 
us; we drank moka, ſmoaked the odorifer- 
dus tobacco of Latakia, and, accompanied by 
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quently, a 
with briars, we deſcended into a valley over- 
ſpread with myrtles and laurel-roſes. The 
game retires into ſuch places during the 
violent heat of the ſun, and we ſprung par- 


py Weng and — from the naa « 

8 On our return to he Apa's, an "da 
dinner, the malinſey of Mount Ida, and our 
delightful arbour, made us forget all our 


fatigues. His women paid us a gallant at- 
tention, by the preſent of a large cake made 


with their own hands; it was compoſed of 
flour, perfumed honey, frefh almonds, and 


pounded piſtachio-nuts, mixed with a little 


roſe - water: this paſtry was very . _ 


we all allowed it to be excellent. 
During the whole time we paſſed: at the 


ſeat of Iſmael 2a; we eee ee 8 


nothing but the utmoſt politeneſs; he made 
us no great compliments, but he ſtudied our 
taſtes; and we were ſure of finding on our 


table the diſhes to which we ſeemed to give 
a preference. One morning riſing before my 
companions, and walking among the neigh- 
bouring orchards, I perceived this venerable 
muſſulman ſtanding near a fountain contiguous 


ON UVREEELS Wh 
to the houſe: hewis waſhinghis face and hands, 
and chaunting the firſt chapter of the Koran, 
that is to ſay, one of the fineſt hymns ever 
addreſſed by mari to the Supreme Being (Y. 
He feethell intirely abſorbed in the ado- 
ration he was paying to his Creator; and I 
conceived a favourable opinion of a man, who 
fulfilled; vith {6 much dignity, the firſt of all 
duties. 

This Turkiſh alba poſſeſſed ſeveral 
otlier coiltitty=houles, That to which we were 
invited he only occupies in the ſpring, for he 
T paſſes the violent heat of the ſummer in a 
charmin ng. retreat, ſituated among the moun- 
tains. There, while the ſun ſcorches up the 
plain, and the whole atmoſphere ſeems on. 
fire, he enjoys a delicious temperature; and 
beholds the country round him clad in ver- 
dure, and covered with flowers and fruits. 
Such, Madam, is the life led by the rich 
Mahometans in Candia: they paſs three- 
fourths of the year on their eſtates, and re- 
pair in winter to the towns, to ſell the ſu- 


3 (5) The chapter called the Introdutrion, which ſerves 
„ in fact as a preface to the Koran: it breathes that 
ſublimity, that ancient ' ſimplicity, which ſeems to be 
the proger language of man to the Almighty. | 
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perfluity of their produce; the oil, which they 
make in great quantities, the wax, the wine, 
and the wool of their flocks, procure them 
very conſiderable wealth. Content with their 
| poſſeſſions, they aſpire after none of thoſe 

Public employments which might endanger 
their ſafety, but ſee them, without envy, in 

the poſſeſſion of ſtrangers. Uncontrolled 
monarchs on their own eſtates, they command 
and receive implicit obedience. - Poſſeſſing the 
handſomeſt women of the iſland (i), they bring 
up their numerous offspring, in the reſpect 
and ſubmiſſion due to the chief of the family. 
. Theſe Mahometans, enjoying without pain, 
anxiety, or ambition, all the bounties offered 
them by nature, paſs their days in tranquil- 
lity and happineſs, and retain, even in a 


(i) The Turks are not ſcrupulous in their means of 
obtaining women: when a Greek has a pretty daughter, 
and has the misfortune to let her go out of the heuſe 
alone, that moment they carry her off, and marry her. 
They do not force her to renounce her religion, if ſhe 
appears much attached to it; but all the children are 
Mahometans. I ſaw at Canea a handſome Greek girl, 
who had been carried off in this manner from her family. 
At her huſband's death, ſhe returned to her relations; 
but her children were muſſulmen, and ſhe was s obliged | 
to PRE from them, 


; very 
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very advanced age, almoſt e — | 
health, | 

I ſhall Jong! Webel, Madam, the agree- : 
able hours I ſpent at the country ſeat of 
Iſmael Aga; yet I muſt confeſs to you, that, 
amid the pleaſures I was enjoying, I could 
not ſuppreſs a feeling of regret for the abſence 
of the fine arts. To this, however, the Ma- 
hometans are inſenſible; but a Frenchman 
cannot but deplore a want ſo eſſential, in 
one of the fineſt countries in the world. 
Were this iſland the country of a poliſhed 
People, how would it change its appearance 
How much more delightful would its gar- 
dens become! What delicious ſhades would 
the hand of an able artiſt there form! 
How would he diſplay, in brilliant caſcades, 
thoſe rivulets which-ruſh naturally from the 
hill- tops! How conjoin the ſcarlet of the 
pomegranate-tree with the white of the 
orange flower! How would the myrtle and 
the laurel-roſe then interweave their branches, 
and their bloſſoms, and the charming lilac 
vary the beauteous mixture! How would 
thoſe elegant ſhrubs, diſtributed in clumps, 
compoſe groves unequalled for the fra- 
er of their flowers, the variety of their 
3. colours, 


\ 
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colours, and the diverſified tints of 90 foll+ 
age. Under: theſe ſmiling arbours, the poet 
would feel himſelf inſpired by the Muſes, 
breathe rapturous ſtrains dictated by the 
Graces, and chaunt hymns to Love. Amid 
ſuch wondrous natural beauties, letters | 
would flouriſh as in the days of £ | 
whoſe brow was perpetually crowned with 
roſes, Pardon me, Madam, if I thus yield ta 
the pleaſing dreams of my imagination: alas} 
I fear I ſhall not be able to produce the like 
in the foggy atmoſphere of the Seine. 


J have the honour to be, &c, 
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I ET TER XXXVI. 
To M. L. M. 


Qu UI T TING Cones, Maas: e | 
ler ſees. before him the White Mountains (I), 
at preſent, called the hills of Sphachia. This 
chain of. eminences is in height ſecond only- 
to Mount: Ida, which is the moſt: extenſive. 
in the iſland: they begin at Cape Drepanum, 
to the eaſtward. of La Sude, and extend as 
far as the ſouthern ſea, where the little town; 
of Sphachia is fituated, and defended by a 
ſmall fart; that ſerves to frighten away the 
Corſairs. From this elevated centre two. 
branches ſtrike off, which take their courſe. 
toward the ancient Peloponneſus. Theſe ter- 
minate in a point, and form the Capes Spada. 
8 Suſa (), which are the moſt weſtern 
points: 


(4) The. ancients called this chain of. mountains 
kn or White Hills. Strabo, lib. x. | 
(!) Theſe weſtern branches of the mountains of 
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points of the iſland. Theſe ſecondary branches 
are ſteep, abounding in perpendicular precipices, 
and by no means fertile; flocks, however, are fed 


on them, and we here and there find ſcat- 


tered, cypreſles, pines, and various evergreens, 
The villages on them are little frequented, and 
thinly inhabited ; and we meet with no re- 
markable town. At the bottom of the bay, 
incloſed by theſe mountains, is the ſmall town 
of Ciſamo, the ancient Cyſamum, with a 
wretched harbour and a ruinous caſtle. Near 
the promontory of Suſa, is the fortreſs of 
Grabuſa, built on a low rock: the Vene- 
tians defended it for a long time againſt the 
whole force of the Ottoman empire, and 
might till have poſſeſſed it, but for the trea- 
chery of one of its governors, who ſold it 
to the Turks for a barrel of ſequins, Be- 
tween the rock and the continent, veſſels 
of all ſizes find excellent anchorage. But 
let us now quit theſe wild and deſolate places, 
and return to the White Exc roared 


4 


Sphachia were e formerly called Tityrus and Cadiſcus. 
The hills of Tityrus formed the promontory of Die- 
tynna, the modern Cape Spada; thoſe of Cadiſcus, the 
e of 2. _ name, now called 8 Suſa. 


Theſe 
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+ Theſe hills form, in the front of Canea, 
an immenſe: rampart, the ſummit of which 


is loft in the clouds, and ſeems to ſeparate 
that city from the reſt of the iſland, The 
loweſt chain is but two leagues from the 
town, and may be about fix hundred 
yards high. Between that and the ſecond, 


opens out a vaſt plain three leagues in di- | 


ameter, and of conſiderable length; this in- 
termediate chain is far higher than the for- 


mer. Beyond are lofty peaks, to which, 


without doubt, the name of the White Moun- ” 


| tains was given from their being, during a 


part of the year, covered with ſnow, which, 


collecting in heaps, in the deep valleys, on 


the : north ſide, hardens, and never melts : 
the inhabitants cut it in large pieces, which 


they bring to Canea in the night, and thus 


enjoy the luxury of drinking iced liquors ; 


in the hotteſt days of ſummer. 


Theſe mountains are an appenage ea | 


by the Grand Signior to the Sultana Walida, 
and are intirely independent of the govern- 


ment of the Pachas. The Sultana ſends a 
perſon ſhe can confide in, to govern there, 
and collect the tributes. The Greeks who 
inhabit them are called Sphachiots ; they rear 


numerous 
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numerous flocks- of goats. and: ONE keep 
bees, make excellent cheeſe, which has the: 
taſte of Parmeſan, and ſell what they do. 
not conſume themſelves, 1 in the beg at 
ing towns and villages. 
The Sphachiots, confined to 1 moun- 
tains, are more diſtin from the diſſerent 
nations who have poſſeſſed Crete, than the 
inhabitants of the plains: they ſpeak a 
diale& leſs corrupt than the reſt of the 
Candiots, and have retained ſeveral cuſtoms 
of their anceſtors, and certain peculiarities 
of their ancient character. When Belon 
travelled among them, they were the beſt. 
archers in the iſland; they had very large 
bows, and diſplayed more addreſs, ſtrength, .. 
and courage, than the other Greeks, Even 
now the muſquet has ſucceeded to the 
bow, they are not leſs ſkilled in the uſe of 
the latter; and in en are excellent markſ⸗ 55 
men. 
Of all the Cronin the Sphachiots alone 
have retained the Pyrrhic-dance ; this they 
perform, clad in their ancient dreſs, that is 
to ſay, a ſhort robe bound with a girdle, 
breeches and buſkins ; a quiver, filled with 
arrows, is faſtened over their ſhoulder, a 
bent 
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bent bow hangs on their arm, and by their 


ſide they have a long ſword. Thus accoutred, 


they begin the dance, which has three mea- 
ſures. The firſt marks the ſtep, and they change 
feet in dancing like the Germans ; the move- 
ments of. the ſecond are more lively, and 
reſemble the dance of the inhabitants of 


Lower Brittany.; during the third meaſure, 


they leap backwards and forwards, firſt on 
one foot, and then on the other, with great 
agility. The dancers, who anſwer them, 
imitate the ſame ſteps, and ſing and dance 


with them to the ſame time. In the courſe 


of this dance, they perform various evolutions; 
ſometimes forming a circle, at others, divid- 
ing, and ranging themſelves in two lines, 
and ſeeming to menace each other with their 
weapons. Afterward they ſeparate into cou- 


ples, and appear as if defying their antagoniſts 


to the combat ; but, in all their movements, 
their ear is true to the muſic, and they never 
vary from the meaſure. 


You know, Madam, that, in the ancient 
Cretan republic, the people were divided into 


two claſſes, that of the youth, and that of 


mature manhood; this diviſion is ſtill pre- 
ſerved among the Sphachiots, but not in the 
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CT. | 
purity of the inſtitution. - Formerly the young 
men were ſubject to the reproof of the aged, 

and obeyed them; at preſent they wiſh to 

command. This want of ſubordination has 
been productive of great misfortunes to the 
whole nation. During the laſt war with 
the Ruſſians, the Turks imagined that the 


inhabitants of Sphachia intended to give up 


the iſland to their enemies, and pretended 
that ſome Ruſſian ſhips, touching at the 


ſouthern ſide of the iſland, had formed a treaty 


with the Sphachiots. This was enough to 

make the Mahometans take up arms. They 
marched, to the number of eight thouſand, 
and climbed without difficulty the firſt chain 
of mountains; but it was not ſo eaſy to 
ſcale the ſecond, and a handful could have 
prevented them. The claſs of men propoſed 
to fight, and defend their rocks; but the youth, 
no doubt ſeduced by the promifes of the 
Turks, adviſed ſubmiſſion; and, while their 
fathers were making head againſt the enemy, 
had the baſeneſs to introduce them, by ſecret 
paths, to the ſummit of their mountains. The 
moment they appeared the Sphachiots took to 


flight, and concealed themſelves as they could in 


caverns of the rocks, and among the precipices. 
| . 


deſtroyed, whole villages, maſſacred many 


number into Lavery ; ; without ſparing either 


the Agelas (m) of the ancient Cretans would 


| ſhooting. The north wind had blown during 


| pn temperature in the Plain, the cold 


The bla 8 5 a their vietory, 


of the Inhabitants, and carried off a great 


men, women, or children. | They afterwards 
fold them in different provinces of the Ot- 
toman empire. The youth who compoſed 


certainly have acted in a very different man- 
ner. We ſhould have ſeen them fly the firſt 
to arms, and repel the enemy far from their 
habitations, or periſh on the field of battle; wn 
but never would they have betrayed their coun- : i g | | 
try. This example proves, that the beſt in- 4 
ſtitutions become pernicious when they de- 
Part from their original principles (z). q 15 

1 have already faid, Madam, that the Wins — M 14 
ter covers the mountains of Sphachia with | 1 | 
ſnow. One morning, in the beginning of Fe- {mh 
bruary, we left Canea to take the diverſion of 


the night; and, though we enjoyed a very 
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(A) Since that unfortunate period, the Sphachiots, 
who were before exempt from the a pay it 
like the reſt of the Greeks, 
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was ſharp 61 n the mountains. . "Aker proceed. 
ing abaut. half a league, truck with aſtoniſh- 
ment and admiration, we could not but ſtop 
to contemplate the ſuperb picture before our 
eyes. The ſun was riſing majeſtically above 
the ſuramits of the hills, and Mumined with 
his rays a mantle of ſnow of an immenſe 
extent, which deſcended from their tops to 
the higheſt part of the lower eminences, 
Through the ſnow the black trunks of the 
firs and oaks were ſeen making their way, 
which, at the diſtance we were at, ſeemed 
as if planted by a line, and aſſuming the ap- 
pearance of a long curtain, bounded the hori- 


z0n in a moſt pictureſque manner. The 


magnificent mantle, of which they broke 
the uniformity, illumined with all the rays 
of the ſun, muſt have been fatiguing t to the 


eye, had it covered the whole ground; but, - 
ending preciſely at the laſt chain of moun- 
tains, it formed different folds, following 


the elevation of the country. Where it ter- 
minated, plantations of olive- trees adorited 
the declivity of the hills, in the midſt of 


which ſcattered cottages agreeably varied the 


landſcape. Lower down, the ſcenery was dif- 


nj Here and there on the plain we 
2 | diſcovered 
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diſcbvered. beautiful conntry houſes, ſome of 


them the lemon, orange, and almond trees, 
laden with golden fruit, formed enchant- 
ing groves, while innumerable violets grow- 


ing under their ſhade, Perfumed the air with | 


their delightfal odours. 


C 


large ſpaces covered with corn, à foot high, 
and of an admirable verdure. This beautiful 
carpeting formed a wonderful fine contraſt 
with that which the ſevere cold of the night 
had ſtretched over the hills. After peram- 
bulating, for an hour, amid theſe pleaſing land- 
ſcapes, we deſcended into the vale of Lacu- 
late, Which is very marſhy in winter, and 


intirely uneultivated. But nature has not ne- 


glected its embelliſhment. For the ſpace of a 
white narcifſuſes, of che livelieſt hues, which 


diffuſed around the moſt fragrant odour ima- 
ginable. Wherever the ground was ſomewhat 


m elevated, it exhibited a profuſion of other 


1 yellow, red, and, in ſhort, of every er. 
n through the ne 1 
FA N = EE | 


which were built by the Venetians. 'Aroand 


white anemonies, and violets, . 
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Thie. e hh a picture of the l 
pination : : from the ſummits of the hills 
clad in the dazzling whiteneſs of their ſnowy 
mantle, to the plain enriched with verdure, 
all the beauties 1 have been deſcribing. We 
contemplated, at one view, | the' ſeaſons of 
fpring and winter, ſeparated only by an ele- 
vation of ſix hundred yards. I do aſſure you, 
Madam, that I add nothing to the painting; 
and if I have any regret, it is in not being 
able to expreſs the peculiar: emotions every 


one muſt experience at the ſight of objects 


ſo aſtoniſhing, collected within the . of 
2 few leagues. Ott 1 „ IF. 269! 

It is true, that, in the month o rang, 
Nature, in Crete, is, as I may ſay, in the 
bloom of youth; the breath of her lips is 


pure and odoriferous; her robe is embroidered 
with the livelieſt colours; the gentle dew 
of the nights, the light of the god of day, 


Which begins to warm her boſom, all con 
tribute to her decoration: but one of her 


moſt beautiful ornaments is the innumer: 
golden-apples, which at that ſeaſon cover tlie 
branches of the orange: trees. Theſe are then 


ripe, 


N GEFEEECE © 
ripe,” and invite every hand to pluck them. 
Their ſkin is extremely thin, and their juice 


delicious, the fragrant odour of ' which re- 


mains long after they have been eaten; they 


are greatly ſuperior to thoſe of Egypt, and 
even at Malta are RO to the oranges 
of that iſland. . 15 

Having thus deſcribed the e 
ſcenes that preſented themſelves to our 
view; we will now, with your permiſſion, 
Madam, continue our diverſion of ſhooting. 


When we had traverſed the plain of Narciſſus, 
we arrived at ſome marſhes, ſituated at the 


extremity of rhe gulph of La Sude (o). They 
are nothing but reeds and water, and there 
is no following the game without boots; but 
they are inhabited by innumerable ſnipes, 
which afford excellent ſport. The environs 


| abound in laurel-roſes and myrtles, which 


are in flower almoſt the whole year, and 
among theſe the ſnipes we had ſprung alight- 
ed: we here alſo found water-hens, and in 


the higher grounds our Sou put up a num- 


ber of . 


(») The Plain of Narciſſus, which, with its environs, 
I have been deſcribing, is uſually called La Culate., . 
2 a "A 
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Wiſhing to prolong our pleaſure, we en - 
tered the deep vallies that interſe& the laſt 
chain of the hills of Sphachia, from north 
to ſouth. | Large woodcocks roſe every mo- 
ment from amid the myrtles and laurel- 
roſes, with which this part of the country 
ſo abounds. Here are numerous foun- 
tains of water, as clear as chryſtal, many 
of which have been embelliſhed by the 
Turks, and formed into handſome. baſons. 
In this delightful ſpot, beneath the ſhade of a 
plane-tree, ſurrounded with flowering ſhrubs, 
we made our halt, and breakfaſted on par- 
tridges, excellent wine, ſome olives, and the 
limpid water of the ſpring; we did not, how- 
ever, give over our ſport, but climbed up the 
dry channel of a torrent, till we came into a 
plain, which extends as far as the foot of the 
lower chain of mountains, and in which 
we found great plenty of the fineſt par- 
tridges and hares. Such, Madam, was the 
country in which we took the diverſion 
of ſhooting ; but we did not too prodigally 
permit ourſelves this pleaſure, and, in ge- 
neral, only indulged. in it once a week, 

Ils have the honour to be, &c. 
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L ETTER XXXVII. 
To M. L. M. | 


WIS have already, Madam, viſited the 
moſt beautiful ſpots to the weſt and ſouth 
of Canea. It now remains for us to take 
a view of cape Melec (p), which ſtretches to 
the north and eaſt of that town. Its enor⸗ 
mous head is ſeven leagues in circumference, 

and offers to the navigator nothing but ſteep 
rocks, and threatening ſhoals; but, among its 
romantic hills on the land ſide, the traveller 
finds many places well deſerving his atten- 
The eaſtern part of this promontory forms 

one of the coaſts of the gulph of La Sude. 
Half a league from its mouth, is a rock on 
| * is built the caſtle of that name, which 


0 This cape was — cates e. f 
of Ciamum. 


. Ax'3 reſiſted 
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reſiſted for ſo many years the Ottoman arms. 
It might eaſily be battered from the fide of 
Cape Melec, which is only a quarter of a 
league from the ſhore, and commands it by 
its ſituation. Tt could not be taken, how- 
ever, without a ſquadron, as it has ſeveral 
batteries ranged above each other, hewn out 
of the ſolid rock, and is ſo extenſive as to 
contain a village with about a hundred and 
fifty houſes. Veſlels of every ſize may anchor 
all round this fortreſs. But were its artillery 
well ſerved, and by expert gunners, the moſt 
formidable fleet could never force the entrance 
of the bay, nor eſcape, if once ſuffered to 
enter. The fort of La Sude is one of the _ 
moſt important ſtrong-holds of the iſland of 
Candia, and was accordingly that which re- 
mained longeſt in the 8 of the re- 
public of Venice. 
That part of the bay, width OE be- 
Fi yond the caſtle, is a league and a half in 
| length, and one-third of a league broad. 
0 There is no anchoring-ground nearer than at 
the diſtance of half a league from its ex- 
tremity; and in any other part, no bottom is 
to be found at a hundred and fifty fathoms, 
The eee e is ſufficiently ex- 
tenſive 
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tenſive for the moſt numerous fleet; and ſhips 
lie there ſheltered from all the winds, and 
land-locked as in a baſon, 

The extremity of the gulph of La Sude, 
called La Culate, is only a league and a half 
from the port of Canea. They are united by 
a natural valley, through which it would be 
eaſy to open a communication between the 
two harbours. Nothing more would be re- 
quiſite than to cut a ſhort canal, which ſeems 
to be ſuggeſted by the very nature of the 
ground. This would be of ineſtimable ad- 
vantage to commerce. For when the north 
winds blow, which ſometimes detain ſhips a 
week at Canea, they might come down the 
ftrait of La Sude, and put to ſea. Nor would 
it be leſs favourable to them at the time of 
their arrival: veſſels which, from contrary 
winds, were unable to make one of theſe 
harbours, might reach the other. Such a 
eanal would alſo have many other advantages, 
which I ſhall not here ſpecify, as plans of 
this nature will never be executed under the 
government of the Turks. 

Let us now proceed toward the higher part 
of Cape Melec. This road is very difficult, 
for we are obliged to climb a number of ſteep 
Aa 3 | hills, 


ſquare, we ſee the work-ſhops and cellars of 


mii rn 
hills, which lie perpetually barren. On them 
the ſportſman finds as much game as he can 
wiſh for; hares and partridges in abundance; 


but the lover of agriculture views with regret 


theſe naked rocks, hill-ſides covered with 
briars, thyme, and an infinity of wild plants, 


of no utility to man. The foot of the rocks 


is lined with the cyclamen, or ſow-bread, 
which in the ſpring covers the ground with 
its pleaſing flowers. When we have paſſed 
theſe rugged and deſolate places, we deſcend 
into a plain, which owes its fertility and riches 
to a convent of Monks, who have themſelves 
cleared out the lands. 'They have enriched the 
barren hills with vineyards, and planted woods 
of olive, almond, and fruit-trees, which pro- 
duce them a conſiderable revenue. On the 
low grounds they till the beſt land, and ſow 
it with wheat and barley. The Turks have 


the juſtice to reſpect their property, and though 
their fields have now attained the higheſt ſtate 


of improvement, do not add a farthing to the 
old and very trifling taxes. 

We arrive at the convent of the Trinity 
by a long alley, adorned with lofty cypreſſes. 
On entering the court, which forms a long 


the 
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the holy fathers diſtributed around it. In the 
centre of. this court is a ſmall church, the 
portal and ſides of which are ornamented with 
orange-trees, forming a noble circular peri- 
Kyle, and which, when in bloſſom, fill the 
air with their fragrance. This monaſtery is 
provided with all the utenſils neceſſary for 
agriculture : they have oil and wine-preſſes 
likewiſe, and every convenience adapted to 
a rural life. While the prieſts are offering up 
prayers to God, and celebrating divine ſer- 
vice, the lay-brethren employ themſelves in 
ruſtic occupations. It is a little republic, 
which derives its wealth from labour, and of 
which the members, attached to their reſpec- 
tive duties, lead a laborious, but peaceable 
and happy life. We frequently took up our 
quarters with theſe good monks, to be more 
in readineſs. for ſhooting, and always expe- 
zienced from them the reſpect and attention 
of a hoſpitality which anticipated all our 
Wants. 

Le ving the convent of the Trinity, we 
arrive, after an hour's walk, through very 
rugged paths, at the monaſtery of St. John, 
ſituated on the loftieſt ſummit of Cape Melec. 
The level ground, in frent of the houſe, com- 
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mands the adjacent country. Seated under a 
ſingle olive-tree, which riſes between two 
rocks, the traveller reſpires a cool air in the 
middle of the hotteſt day of ſummer, and 
diſcovers an immenſe extent of country. To 
the ſouth he ſees the chain of the White 
Mountains, crowned with ſnows and foreſts ; 
to the weſt the Minarets of Canea, and to 
the north the diſtant point of Cape Spada, 
and all the veſſels which commerce brings into 
theſe ſeas. His ideas expand in proportion to 
the magnificence of the proſpe& before him. 
If he contracts his horizon, he diſcovers the 
hill-ſides ornamented with vineyards, moun- 
tains full of rocky precipices, and in the 
plain, country houſes ſurrounded by delight- 
ful groves. His imagination ftraying beneath 
their ſhade, beholds the fruit ſuſpended from 
their branches, and the flowers which deco- 
rate the myrtles. Abſorbed in a pleaſing re- 
very, he views with rapture this enchanting 
| landſcape. But, ah! What horrid noiſe ſud- 
denly awakens him from his dream? He 
hears the hollow ſound of the diſtant tempeſt; 
and the daſhing of the waves againſt the rocks 
ſuſpended over their abyſs. Their roaring is 
tremendous; and they threaten to undermine 
Ec OI the 


EN OKC, a 
the foundations of theſe huge maſſes of ſtone, 
and ingulph them in their waters. How do 

they foam and laſh continually the reſounding 

| ſhore! Surely this is the anger of nature! 
Adieu, ye ſmiling ſhades! delicious proſpeQs, ' 
adieu! no longer can you attract the atten- 
tion of the alarmed ſpectator. Caſting his 
eyes around him, he diſcovers nothing but 
precipices, calcined rocks, and barren hills 
piled one upon the other, while he ſhudders 
at their horrid aſpect. Such, Madam, are 
the different ſcenes which occaſionally preſent 
themſelves to an obſerver beneath the olive- 
tree, before the monaſtery of St. John. 

From this hermitage a narrow path, hewn in 
ſome places out of the rock, leads to a grotto, 

_ embelliſhed by the wonderful powers of na- 

ture. To arrive there, we muſt continue to 

| deſcend for half an hour into a very ſteep 
valley; but the pleaſure amply repays the la- 
bout. This vaſt cavern is full of brilliant 
ſtalactites; ſome of which are of a pyra- 
midal form, white others reſemble the pipes 
of an organ, and, pendant from the roof, ſeem 
to threaten the head of the curious examiner, 

They line all the ſides, reflect, like chryſtal, the 
light of the flambeaux; are as poliſhed as glaſs, 
1 | and 
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and extremely brilliant; but they are not fluted, 
nor do they hang in feſtoons, like thoſe of the 


grotto of Antiparos, the moſt beautiful in the 


world. The forms of the latter are much 
more varied, and their effect, by e ee 
far more aſtoniſhing.  . 

The apple-ſage (7). deſcribed by Cound. 
fort, grows in abundance along the valley 
leading to the grotto. The botaniſt has rea- 
fon to lament that this learned naturaliſt re- 
mained ſo ſhort a time in the ifland, and 
examined it at a ſeaſon when. the country, 


burnt up by the fun, could afford him nothing 


but parched plants. Had he ſeen it in the 


ſpring, he would have enriched his catalogue 


with ſeveral ſpecies, which had diſappeared 
before his arrival. The beautiful ſhrub, 


known by the name of the ebon-tree of 


Crete, is found among the rocks on the ſea- 


ſhore. It does not grow to any great height, 


but the hvely purple flowers, which glitter 
among its ſilver foliage, render it very pleaſing, 
Let us now deſcend from Cape Melec, and 


return towards Canea; in our way, we meet 


(2) This ſage is not confined to this ſpot. Large 
wraQts of ground are covered with it in Mount Ida. 


with 


. 
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with the convent of Acrotiri, which is a 
convent of nuns. It is a frightful ſolitude, 
in the environs of which nothing is ſeen but 
dreary rocks, and at their feet the wild thyme, 
briars, the thyme with the odoriferous flower, 
the laudanum, and a few ſtraw-berry. buſhes. 
The nuns here are not cloiſtered, and make 
no other vow but that of virginity. Each 


chooſes a companion; and, thus coupled, they 


reſide in ſmall houſes, built round a chapel, 


to which a Greek prieſt comes to ſay maſs. 


Theſe couples perform all the mutual oſſices 


of friendſhip, aſſiſt each other, and poſſeſs, in 


common, an incloſure, more or leſs conſider- 
able, appropriated to the double cell. This 
is their garden and orchard, in which we find 
orange, almond, and olive- trees. They like- 


wiſe keep bees, which are not ſhut up in 


hives, and have no covering but planks, laid 
croſs-· ways on two poſts, beneath which ſhelter 
alone theſe induſtrious creatures depoſit their 


honey and wax. The firſt combs are the 


largeſt, and gradually diminiſh to a point. 
They are all in the ſhape of an inverted py- 
ramid, and it is ſurpriſing how faſt they are 
made by the bees. The honey of theſe in- 
ſets is produced from the flowers of the dif- 

ferent 


— 


— 


j \ 
& 
87 OO. 
5 
+ - 
s 
Y 
eo G is 
ih 7 
11 
14 
* 
1 
14 
1 N 
N ua 
1 
= 
$5 
1 i 
F #1} 
2 
p : R 
. * 
8 31 
* 2: 
* 12 
„ ! 


= L. X TINA F 


ferent kinds of thyme, and an infinity of 
odoriferous plants and ſhrubs, with which the 
country is covered; nor can any exceed it in 
| purity or fragrance. | 

But to return to our nuns. I have already 
told you, Madam, that, united in pairs, they 
inhabit a building, conſiſting of three or four 
apartments, Each of theſe little dwellings con- 
tains various conveniences within itſelf. They 
have here likewiſe a vaſt ciſtern, a neceſſary 
precaution on an eminence without water, a 
wine-prefs, an oven, and one or two Iooms 
for making linen. They generally rear ſilk- 
worms, and gather cotton, which is an an- 
nual plant in this country. One of the liſters 
ſpins, while the other weaves, and fome of 
them knit ſtockings. When they have pro- 
vided themſelves with what is neceſſary for 
their own uſe, they ſell the remainder of the | 
fruits of their induſtry, in the town. 

In their cells we ſee neither ſumptuouſneſs 
nor magnificence; we find only convenient 
utenſils, and ſimple and abfohutely neceſſary 
furniture, which is kept perpetually clean and 
neat. In a word, theſe nuns, without being 
rich, enjoy a comfortable ſubſiſtence, for 
which they are indebted to their induſtry. 

Cheerfulneſs 
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den ce Bo 
Cheerfulneſs is their conſtant campanion, and 
we ſee among them no melancholy faces. In 
general, a young ſiſter unites herſelf to one 
older than herſelf, to ſolace and relieve her 
from the burthen of the more laborious em- 
ployments. I frequently viſited a Greek lady, 
who every year paſſed a few weeks in this 
monaſtery, and always found, among theſe 
voluntary nuns, a mildneſs, modeſty, and 
livelineſs, very remote from that ſour and au- 
ſtere character, which is abſolutely incon- 
ſiſtent with virtue. | 
At the moment I am writing, Acrotiri con- 
tains within its narrow precincts the decrepi- 
tude of age, the vigour of riper years, and 
all the charms of youth. I have ſeen three 
of theſe females well deſerving to employ - 
the pencil of a ſkilful painter: a nun of 
a hundred and nine years old, another of 
thirty-ſix, and a novice of ſixteen. The firſt, 
bent like a bow, with difficulty hobbled along 
by the aid of a ſmall ſtaff, and ſeemed every 
moment ready to ſink with feebleneſs. She 
had ſtill preſerved all her ſenſes, though blunt- 
ed, and in a kind of ſtupor; to extract any 
converſation from her, you muſt give her a 
glaſs of cordial, or of excellent wine, which 
gradually revived her heart. She told us, 
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ſhe was born in the village of La Sude; how 

the Turks had ſeveral times beſieged that for- 
treſs, and how the bombs they threw fell 
upon the roofs of the houſes, and fpread ter- 
ror among the inhabitants. After the taking 
of the fort, ſhe retired to the convent of 
Acrotiri, where ſhe has reſided near four- 
ſcore years (7). 

The ſecond was tall, with an animated 
countenance, and elegant features; her air 
was majeſtic, her eye-brows black, and her 
eyes ſparkling; but the roſes of her cheeks, 
and the lilies of her complexion, began to 
fade; ſhe was ſtill handſome, but her beauty 
was the beauty of maturity; the delicacy and 
ſoftneſs of blooming youth was evidently 
paſt, and each ſucceſſive day robbed her of a 

The third—you muſt have ſeen her, Ma- 
dam, to conceive a juſt idea of her beauty, 
which my powers of deſcription are totally 
inſufficient to convey. Unite, in imagina- 
tion, all the charms which ſometimes adorn 


(r) The fort of La Sude was ſtill in the poſſeſſion of the 
Venetians, when M. Tournefort viſited this country, in 
1700. They continued maſters of it ſeveral years after; 
and it was only taken from them in 1707, or 1708. 
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the faireſt of nature's. works, in all their 


delicacy and perfection, in all their aſtoniſh- 
ing harmony and grace, and you will have 
a feeble image of the novice of Acrotiri. Her 
features had uncommon animation, and her 
eyes ſparkled with a luſtre that ſeemed more 
than human, and which it was impoſſible to 
ſuſtain . unmoved. How indeſcribable muſt 
have been her ſmile, would. this beauteous 
virgin have conſented to ſmile. Tranſcendent 
as were her charms, her dreſs was of the moſt 
ſimple kind, yet it ſeemed as if no ornament 
might be added that could embelliſh her. 
Every action, every attitude, made her appear 
ſtill more lovely. Abſolutely unconſcious of 
her beauty, ſhe with apparent pleaſure waited 
on the nun, whom ſhe conſidered as her mo- 
ther, and anticipated all her deſires. Her whole 
air and manner were free from the ſlighteſt tinge 
of affectation; ſhe appeared abſorbed in ſublime 
ideas, and only aſpired to the happineſs of 
being received among the nuns of Acrotiri. 
J cannot deny, Madam, that I was ſenſibly 
concerned at the thought of ſo many charms 
being for ever buried in the depth of a fad 
| ſolitude, and that ſhe, who ſeemed born to 


give the higheſt ſelicity to ſome favoured 


mortal, 
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adit; ſhould be ſeparated for ever from the 
ſociety of man! I went often to the monaſtery, 
and never failed to viſit the good tt,” who 
was to her as a mother. | 

Let a painter try what his art can "IN 


and if he would repreſent the bloom of youth, 


the maturity of riper years, and old age in 
its decrepitude, let him pourtray the three 
females I have endeavoured feebly to de- 
ſcribe. But he muſt fail in the attempt. To 
ſucceed, he muſt, like me, have ſeen the ori- 
ginals. The imagination only traces with 
fidelity what the eye has obſerved. Then 
genius meditates and compoſes, and by its 
powers becomes creative: for perfectly to re- 
preſent ſuch objects, is rather to create than 
to imitate. This was the perfection to which 
Protogenes attained. The froth, on the mouth 


of the panting dog, appeared to him imitated, 


and not natural; an ordinary artiſt would 


have been ſatisfied, but the Rhodian painter 
aſpired to the perfection of nature; that is, 


to be like her creative. 


Let us return to Canea, from which we are 
only a league diſtant. As ſoon as we deſcend 


the mountain, we paſs through a country 


nene in all the treaſures of agriculture, 
ſt _— 8 


* i 
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ſmiling paſtures, and plantations of olives and 8 
orange trees. Alas! Madam, the riches with 
which the earth is covered, the beauty of 
theſe ſhades, the flowers and fruits with which 
the trees are loaded, have no longer any 


charms for me. Let us re-enter the walls of 


_ 


4 F © > + . 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
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To, T. M. lo 


Tux iſland of Crete, Madam, i is at preſent 
governed by three Pachas, who reſide at Can- 
dia, Canea, and Retimo. The firſt, who is 
always a Pacha of three tails, is, as I may 
ſay, the viceroy of the iſland. He is in- 


veſted with the ſupreme power, has the in- 


ſpection of the forts and arſenals, nominates 


to vacant military poſts, and to the govern- 


ments of La Sude, Grabuſa, Spina Longua, 


and Gira Petra (s). The governors of theſe 
forts are called beys. They have under them 
a governor of the caſtle, and three general 
officers, one of whom is general of the ar- 


tillery, the other of the . and the third 
of the janiſſaries. 


(s) Gira petra, Baden called Hi 1 was a 
city with a harbour, ſituated on the ſouth ſide of the 


iſland. At preſent it is but a ſmall and wretched town, 
only the ſmalleſt veſſels can enter the harbour; and the 
fortreſs, which is incapable of ns, ſerves merely to 
fri 3 away the Corſairs. | ” 
6. | The 


9 a We 
; 3 * 2 * 
1 * * — 4 3 s * 5 a * 1 # 41 
I 4 — 7 : 5 þ * $ £ 
„ f 8 * . 1 
L E ; IT E X 0 b 5 
* 5 © A EF Lg 


0 * 86 R E E c 1 37¹ | | 
6 council of the Pacha conſiſts of a Kyaia, | 
* has great influence in all public affairs, 
and the diſpoſal of almoſt all appointments; of 

the Aga of the janiſſaries, who iscolonel-general 

of the troops, and principal ſuperintendant of 

the police (7); of two Topigi-Bachis; of a Def- 

terdar, treaſurer-general of the imperial claims; 
of the keeper of the imperial treaſury, and of 

the &rſt (officers of the army. It is plain, 

therefore, that tbis government is purely mi- 

tary; and, which is the natural conſequence, 

that the power of the Pacha Seraſquier is ab- 
olute. There is no appeal from his ſentence, 

which is inſtantly carried into execution. 

The great officers of the law are, the Muphti, 
the ſupreme head of religion, and the Cady. 
The former expounds the laws relative to the 
partition of property among children, inherit- 
ances, and marriages ; in a word, all thoſe 4 
laid down by Mahomet in the Koran; and : 
* decides on every thing reſpecting the cere- 
"monies of the Mahometan religion. The 
Cadi cannot paſs ſentence in diſputes ori- 
ginating in theſe laws, until he has obtained, 
in u writing, the opinion of. the TRE Wr 
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is * a failfa.” His office, therefore, is to 


receive declarations, complaints, the preſents 
of individuals, and to decide in the common 


caſes of litigation. The Pacha muſt conſult 
rk to 
death; but when he has attained the dignity 
of three tails, he often raiſes himſelf above 


the law, and at once dictates the ſentence of 


death, and orders it to be carried into exe- 
cution by his own authority. n 
Each moſque has its ER a Jak of 
curate, who performs divine ſervice; and 
ſchool-maſters are diſtributed in rend quar- 


ters of the town. Theſe men are greatly 


reſpected in e and bear the Title 1 
Effendi (). 
The following is the e of troops of 
which the garriſon of Candia conſiſts. 

Five companies of Janiſſaries, che number 

of which varies. | . 

Twenty companies of Jerli, « of o one c hundred 
and twenty men each, 5 


Two mpanifn of Laa. 


tw) Effendi 12 a eue of honour beſtowed on perſons 
conſidered as on en pet 
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Four companies of gunners. : 
— of cavalry, x. 


One company of bombardiers. - 5 
2 re. e e cape miners. 26413 Nei 1d 31418 
£ 145 FE * * 5 8 . 


4: ys aha vals e e 1 com- 
poſing an army; of about ten thouſand men. 
All theſe troops are not in the town, but 
would be collected in an inſtant. They re- 
ceive their pay regularly, and punctually, every 
three months, except the janiſſaries, whoſe, 
officers alone are paid. The different poſts 
in this militia do not depend on the Pacha. 
All promotions are regulated by a council of 
each company, conſiſting of the officers on 
duty, and the veterans. Theſe offices can 
only be held two years, except chat of the 
Sorbagi, or captain, which is purchaſed at 
Conſtantinople, and held for life. The Ozſia, 
or cook, is continued likewiſe in his em- 
ployment as long as the company are content- 
ed with his ſervices, There i is a chaplgins, or, 
Imam, to every company. = at r 
The garriſons of Canea No Retimo, regu-, 
lated on the ſame plan, are much leſs, nu- 
Bb 3 merous. 
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merous. The firſt confiſts of about chree 
thouſand men, the other of fiſteen hundred. 
But as all the male children of the Turks be- 
come members of the corps of janiſſaries at 
their birth, their number would greatly aug- 
ment in time of war. There is not much, 
indeed, to fear from them, the greateſt part 
having ſcarcely ever ſeen a muſket fired. 
They are never exerciſed” in? military evolu- 
tions, and are totally ignorant of that dread- 
ful art, which in our days has been brought 
to ſuch perfection, and which, reduced: to oer 
tain rules, triumphs, without di culty 
blind force and numbers. ice C14? | 
A Pacha of Canea, 2 angebe Lim: 
ſelf in the laſt war with the Ruſſians, was de- 
ſirous to try the {kill of the gunners of that 
garriſon. He ordered a bark to be anchored, 
at the diſtance of half a mile from the walls, 
and a large barrel placed on the deck. The 
ſea was perfectly calm, and the mark ex- 
ceedingly diſtinct; but, notwithſtanding : a re- 
ward was offered to the perſon who ſhould 
knock it down, the gunners kept firing the 
whole day, without W - aps th wn bar- 
rel, or Tt — > 
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* abſolute, Within the lms; of their. govern- | | 
ments, than the Pacha of Candig. They en ; 


joy the ſame privileges, and their coungih is 


compoſed of the ſame officers. Theſe go 
vernors are gnly.. intent gn rapidly enrich - 
ing themſelves, and uſe. every means to ex- 
tort money from the (Greeks, who. are. op- 
preſſed in a Manner got to he deſcribed, But, 


to ſax the truth, theſe unhappy People ſtretch 
out their willing necks to the chains that weigh 
them down. Their envious diſpoſition i is con- 


tinually arming them againſt each other. If 


one of them has had the good fortune to ac- 
quire a little property, athers endeavour to 
diſcoyer ſomething of which to accuſe him 
before the Pacha, who avails himſelf of theſe 


diſſenſions, to rob both parties. It ſeems ag 


if che Greeks, dejected and debaſed by their 
misfortunes, were no longer capable of a ge- 


nerous ſentiment; nor are they in the leaſt 


amended by the cruel examples they. have 
every day before their eyes. 


It is not, therefore, ſurpriſing that, under this 


eee government. the number of Greeks 
ſhould daily diminiſh. At preſent Crete is 


Bb © i en ſuppoſed 
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ſuppoſed to contain, at moſt, only 1 e 
Sixty- five thouſand of whom hy” 
the carach (2). 4 + 
The Turks eng hench kink 0 
poſſeſſed the ifland one hundred and 
twenty years, as they are not ſub 
ject to the ſame oppreſſion, haue 
multiplied, and flouriſh on tjñ e 
ruins of the vanquiſhed. Their 92 
number amounts to 200,000 
un of che 1 only to 1 e 


1 3 


Total, 350,200 


1s it not altortibing to find fo few. inha- 
| bitants on this iſland, which is above two hun- 
dred and fifty leagues in circumference? Is not 
this diminution of men a ſufficient proof of a 
deſtructive government? I am aware that Crete 
is interſected by chains of high mountains, 8 
| where we cannot expect any great Popula- 
tion. But there are rich valleys, and im- 


menſe plains, e of 8 rendered mo 


hy The PLLFS as J have aid, is We tribute paid to 
the Grand Signior by all his ſubjects, not Mahometans. 
But it is levied only on men arrived at W women 
and children are exempt 2.142 it. 


abo 


 digioufly fruitful. Nothing 4s 
this teeming ſoil but drs and ſecured 
property, to make it furniſh RiBiitance' for 


four times the people it now contains. 


The hundred elties of Crete bebe been 4555 
lebrated by the writers of antiquity, and Geo- 
graphy has preſerved to us their names and 
ſituations (). Several of theſe contained g 

thirty thoufand citizens ; ; if, therefore, we 
allow fix thouſand to each, on an average, I; 

imagine 'we ſhall be rather under chan above 

the true number. dagen . 

Tit calculation "wills wo for un W 0 

cities e | 600,000 

We 45 alſo eſtimate the a eee 

diſperſed in the towns and villages,. * 

at 5 ths Tame number * ee 


1 ge . ns 
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at 1 W 2,200,009 


I Cy 


* 


Thie cannot 13 dee Ui exaggerated 
calculation. When the Venetians were in 


N of the Kingdom of Candia, it is at 


( The cities of Cnoſſus, . nd along * 
"Ws contained, each of them, at leaſt 30, ooo citizens, 
if we may judge from their. por, and the extent aſ- 

ſigned t them 2g hiſtorians, : 


: ; : 8 £ * 45 * 
8 A 3 8 . a * 
£ * * R 
FA. 5; 4 + 2+ 2 
2 11 X & WE” : 3 K * : 7 * ” | 


378 1917 2 r T ENR $- 


te have contained nine nahe ow” ny. 
ſix villages, 

Thus we find that, hon Gigs yas 3 on 
country, it maintained eight hundred and 
forty- nine thouſand eight hundred inhabitants 
more than at this day. But ſince thoſe happy - 
times, this unfortunate iſland has been de- 
prived of her laws by the Romans; groaned 
under the diſaſtrous reigus of the corrupt 
princes of the lower empire; been ravaged 
by the Arabs, during a hundred and twenty 
years; exchanged their government for that 
af the Venetians, and, at length, has been 
finally ſubjected to the deſpotiſm of the 
Turks, who, in all the countries they have 
conquered, have occaſioned a frightful e 


n 


1 might produce many es of this . 
ſtruction. When Candia was in the poſſeſſion of 
the Venetians, the towns of Sitia, Gira Petra, 
Siſamo, and Sphachia, were crowded with 
inhabitants; at this day, they are but wretched 

villages, with ruined fortreſſes, and harbours 
nearly choaked up. Candia, the capital of 
the kingdom, was prodigiouſly populous, and 
carried on a very extenſive commerce in 
wines, corn, ſilks, and wax. It was, indeed, 

„„ 5 a ſecond 
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| and Vente ads, now amel 4 


ſerted. 


. id 3 the Tue, 3 tas: 
and twenty years war, deſtroyed many thou-- 


the conſtant attendant ef their axmies, fol- 


loved them into this iſland, and was the de- 
ſtruction of u ſtill greater number; but if the 
Oitoman goverament had conſidered men as of 


any importance, it might have been able, in 
the courſe of a whole century of Peace and 


tranquillity, to repair theſe ravages. 


The Turks have left the Greeks the free 
exerciſe of their religion, but do not allow them 
to repair their churches and monaſteries, with- 
out permiſſion, which is only to be obtained 
by money, and brings in conſiderable ſums to 
the Pachas, They have, as formerly, twelve 


biſhops, the principal of whom aſſumes the 


title of archbiſhop of Gortyna. He reſides at 


Candia, which is the ſeat of the Metropolitan 
church. Nominated himſelf by the patriarch 


of Conſtantinople, he fills up all the vacant 


ſees of the iſland 1 He bears the triple 
= crown 


(z) Theſe 1 are, at 3 88 Cnaſſou, 


Mrabella, Hyera, Gira Petra, Arcadia, Cheroneſus, 
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crown on his tiara, ſigns in red, and is re- 


ſponſible for all the debts of the clergy. 0 
fulfil theſe engagements, he levies. heavy con- 


tributions on the other biſhops, and eſpeeially 


the monaſteries. He is acknowledged as chief 


of the Greeks, whom he protects as far as 


his feeble influence extends. To him tlie 
government applies in matters of importance; 
and he alone, of his whole nation, has the 
per of entering a town on e e . 


""P have che honour to be, 1 5 
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nearly the ſame as under the Conſtantinopolitan empe- 
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Ph HE olive-tree, Madam, that precious tree, 
conſecrated to Minerva, has almoſt diſap- 
peared from Attica. The Albanians and 
| Turks, who have alternately ravaged Greece, 
ſeem to have been intent on deſtroying it. I 
: have been aſſured, that, within twenty years, | 
they have cut down two hundred thouſand 
feet of theſe trees. Is it poſlible to imagine 
greater barbariſm? Do we perceive any thing 
reſembling this in ancient wars? Thus has 
the Morea, ſo rich and flouriſhing, when poſ- 
ſeſſed by the N become a 5 and 

miſcrable country. 
The iſland of Crete has not in this 100 
ſuffered the ſame fate. The olive-trees, which 
delight in a ſandy ſoil, a mild temperature, 
-and the vicinity of the ſea, grow in abundance + 
on the hills, and in the Plains. The cold is 
never ſevere enough to * them, and the 

heat 
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heat is always ſufficient perfectly to ripen 
their fruit. We meet with ſome which ſeem 


coeval with the ſoil that bears them; they 


grow to a vaſt fize, and attain che height of 
fifty feet. Their produce conſtitutes the chief 
wealth of the inhabitants, and their principal 


branch of commerce. The crops, however, 


are not equally abundant ; in two years, one 


is generally excellent, and the other moderate. 
Excluſive of the prodigious conſumption of 


oil by the inhabitants, and eſpecially the 


Greeks, who make uſe of it as ſauce to vege- 


tables and fiſh, during the four Lents; be- 


ſides what the Turks of Canea, inſtructed by 


a native of Provence (a), make uſe of in their 
manufactories of ſoap, which they export 


throughout the Levant ; beſides the great 


quantity of preſerved olives, which are ſerved 


at every table, the Turks annually load four - 


and twenty ſhips with oil. Theſe veſſels con- 
tain, on an average, one hundred and fifty 


| (a) The inhabltants cr Candia had nd manfaftiite 


in their iſland, and it is not long ſince à native of Pro- 
vence taught chem to make ſoap, of which they have 
now ſeveral manufactories at Canea. This betrayer of 
his country's intereſt has uy injured. the trade of 
Marſeiltes 


tons 
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Ton each, the value of en , lh 

about 90;000 livres 3750 0 0 

1 Hen ads ef ot, Mc. „„ 
long to foreign nations, and 

their exportation amounts do e 
450,000 livres 138,750 0 0 
The other nineteen are den hey 

| Marſeilles, and their lading a: 


mounts to 1,710,000 livres, = "71,250 oo 


The Freneh merchants, / fa 


tled at Canea, annually export, 
beſides, in wax and other articles, 


to the amount of 80, ooo livres, ne 83 433 


which makes an annual expor- 

tation, from this iſland, on ac- 

count of the French, to the value . 

of 1790000 livres, 74.882 10 0 
They import to the amount 
of 450,000 livres (18, 750.) in 
the clothes of Languedoc, and to 
about 100,000livres (4, 660.) in 
0 ſugar, coffee, Engliſh ſhalloons, 


Kc. which make 5 50,000 livres, 22,916 © 0 0 


Deducting this from the pre- 
ceding amount of exports, we 
hall. find that the balance ef 


n | the 
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the iſland of Crete, is in favour, I. 4. d. 
coi otter x 1,240,000 livres, 51, 55 2g 3 


The Marſeilles houſes, eſtab- 


liſhed at Canea, are I... 04 2 900 


with thoſe of Smyrna and Co nk 

ſtantinople, and the balance is Le 

paid in Turkiſh piaſt erer. 
Now, as almoſt all the exports 


from the iſland of Crete are 


made at Canea, where the trad- 
ing ſhips of different nations ar- 


rive, by eſtimating at one-third 


more the articles ſhipped by tze 

Cretans from their other ports 
we ſhall rather be above than det n 
below the truth, if we eſtimate 


the total at 2,986,666 liypres, 12 j 8 4 


This commerce is certainly very incon- 
ſiderable for an iſland of ſo great an extent. 


But it is in the poſſeſſion of the Turks, 


ho are ignorant alike of arts and ſciences ; . 


and the Greeks, who, haraſſed by every 


ſpecies of oppreſſion, dare undertake nothing, 
either for private advantage or public uti- 


| ity. The iſland does not contain a ſufficient 


number of inhabitants for all the lands to be 
8 cultivated. 
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eultivated· We 926 over, with ſympathetic 95 
concern, plains of three. or four leagues. [5.4 
tent, watered by fertilizing ſtreams, without 
meeting with the ſlighteſt trace of eultivation- 
Delightful vallies, where the luxuriant earth 
produces an infinity of wild ſhrubs and plants, 
lie waſte, for want of hands, encouragement, 
and induſtry, The indblent Turk paſſes his 
life, in the midſt of his poſſeſſions, without 
thinking | of improvement: and ſhould the 
Greek obtain permiſſion to clear out a piece 
of ground ; after bedewitig it with the ſweat - 
of his brow, and at-the moment he is about 
to enjoy the fruit of his induſtry, bis power= 
ful neighbour. wreſts from him the fruit of 
his labour. Within theſe few years, hows 
ever, ſeveral of the land pr oprietors, in the 
environs of Canea, have become ſenſible of 
what is their true intereſt, and begun a few 
olive plantations. 488 | 

When the kingdom of, Candia was under 
the dominion of the, republic of Venice, it 
produced great quantities of grain, amply 
ſupplied. the wants of the inhabitants, and 
made conſiderable exportations to foreign 
countries. At preſent the iſland i is obliged to 
import corn; and I have ſeen ſeveral ſhips 
3 : . laden 


Jaden with it arrive at Canea, This is not 
do be attributed to any change in the ſoil, 

| which is ſtill warmed by the ſame fun, and 
watered by the ſame ſtreams. The tyranny 
of the Turkiſh government eaſt TOE de 
eonſidered as the cauſe. 

Objects of the laſt importance, which would 
infinitely extend the commerce of the Cretans, 
are almoſt totally neglected. The mulberry-tree 
thrives admirably in the iſland, and nothing 
would be more eaſy than to rear filk-worms. 
The little cotton which is cultivated there, is of 
a very fine quality ; and the wool, thongh not 
Temarkable for its fineneſs, is ſo for its quan- 
tity ; yet is there not a ſingle manufacture in 
the country which may employ theſe valuable 

materials! Little attention, therefore, is paid 
to the ſilk-worm; cotton and flax are culti- 
vated in ſmall quantities; and never will it 
occur to the imagination of a Turk, that 
under a mild and favourable ſky,” which 

would allow the flocks to be folded the whole 
| year in the open air, it might be poſſible, by 
paying due attention to their feeding, and 
properly. croſſing the breed, to obiin pom 


even equal to that of . 725 
er advantages * not a palithed nas 


4 js. ; 
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uon deride Rom an 3 which after Catlss 


fying the moſt eſſential wants of mam, would 
Mill farther ſüpply him with every thing 
thut contributes to utility, eaſe, and even 
luxury! ! How tight they extend their vas 


rious branches of commerce! What benefits 


might they not derive from manufactures call. 
culated to give them value! The delicious 


wines of the country, ſo little known, would 


be in requeſt over the whole world. Its fo- 
reſts of pines, oaks, and cedars, under proper 
management, would be of uſe for ſhip-build- 
ing. The huſbandmen, excited by the hope 
and certainty of enjoying the fruit of their 
labours, would clear out vaſt tracts of waſte 
land, now abandoned to ſterility, would fow 
every ſpecies of grain, increaſe their planta- 
tions, and, after enriching the ſtate, live in 
plenty, in the boſom of their numerous fami- 
lies. Men would multiply without end, in the 
fineſt climate in the world; villages and im- 


poveriſhed towns would again become po- 


pulous cities; again would the arts return 
to their native country; again would they 
flouriſh; and, in a word, the ſuperb iſland 
of Crete revive out of her aſhes,” To pro- 
mw yr extraordinary, this bappy chang 
TIS Ce 2 
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| nothing is neceſſary, but the encour en 
N. | | and protection of a wiſe government. 4 118 
3 - | Theſe. reflections, Madam, are not 5 | 
Jrozms of a heated imagination, or of a tra- 
veller who has haflily paſſed through the coun- 
try. I continued i in the iſland of Candia fif- 
teen months; I have viſited its mountains 
and its plains; ; 1 am acquainted with its pro- 
ductions; 7755 know in what they are ſuſceptible 
of improvement; and I can aſſure you, that 
in the whole world, there is no country that 
combines ſo many real advantages. The lofty 
trees of the frozen regions crown the ſum- 
mits of the mountains; while leſs lofty, hills 
are covered with the fruit-trees which are 
1 5 common in our climates (5); the declivities 
ins care embelliſhed with vineyards, producing 
I wines equally various as agreeable; the val- 
lies abound in trees bearing delicious fruits, 
many of which thrive. under the torrid Zone, 
while the plains . are enriched with every 
ſpecies of grain the earth produces. Ob- 


(5) The apple, 2 8 pear, 281 cherry trees, a ve 
incomparably on the hills of Crete, and produce fruit; 
which, if it be not ſo good as ours, it muſt not be bans 
puted to the quality of the ſoil, but to the eee 2 
people who Fer nothing of the art of grafting, ; 41 20 


ny, | terne, | 
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ferve, too, that nature has placed the fineſt 


harbours, Palio Caſtro, under Cape Solomon, 
Spina Longa, La Sude, and Grabuge, on the 
eaſt, weſt, and north ſides of the iſland, as if its 


commerce was deſtined to extend to every 
quarter of the world. I ſhall add only one 
word: Crete, placed as it is, almoſt at an 
equal diſtance from Europe, Aſia, and Africa, 
ſeems the central point of theſe three quar- 


ters of the globe; nor do I believe it poſ- 
ſible to aſſign a more favourable ſituation. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
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LETTER XI. 


* 25 following Licks quere "ned 1 
farm'a ſecond volume, in which the author pro- 
poſed to treat on the other iſlands of the Archi: 
pelugo which he had vifited. It has not been 
thought proper to grove the public any more than 
theſe three letters, the author. not having Fad the 
laſt o_ to the others. befare bis nor” 


#1 - 


To M. 1. . 


I HAVE left, for Go time, "Mm, the 
iſland of Candia, and made an excurſion into 
the Archipelago; I ſhall now give you an ac- 
count of this little voyage. I embarked in one 
of the decked boats, with which the Greeks 
carry on their coaſting trade in ſummer. The 
eldeſt ſon of M. Breſt, vice-conſul of France, 
at Argentiera, and two merchants going to 
_ Conſtantinople, were of the party. Our yeſ- 
ſel was but fifteen feet long, by five broad, 
without either cabin or deck ; ſo that we 
were obliged to remain expoſed to the burn- 
ing rays of the ſun, and ſleep in the night 
without any other covering than our cloaks. A 


i js en 
Ly : 2 a - 


* 


1 aua ehe . us; _ were the 
ſea ever ſo little agitated, we muſt be deluged 
- by the waves. Before they leave the. har- 
bour, indeed, theſe light barks always wait 
for a fair- wind, and then they appear to fly 
over the ſurface of the waves. They are 


built to go both with oars and ſails, which 


is a double advantage. 

You may poſſibly begin to think, a this 
'time, Madam, that this mode of navigation 
is not the ſafeſt, and you are certainly right. 
But that of the Greeks, who ſailed to the 
ſiege of Troy, was ſtill leſs ſo; ſince, if we 


may believe Thucydides, undoubtedly an au- 


thentic hiſtorian (c), their veſſels were with 
out decks, They were, therefore, obliged to 
coaſt along the ſhore, and navigate from cape 
to cape; unable to keep the ſea with open 


barks, which the firſt wave might have ſent 
to the bottom, they dragged them upon land 


at the leaſt appearance of a ſtorm, and waited, 


ſometimes for whole months, the return of 


fine weather, With ſuch veſſels it was im- 


poſſible to tack, and the wind was favourable 


for chem only when right abaft. 


(e) Thucydides, lib. i. The Grecian fleet, which abel ; 


i far Ts conſiſted only of veſſels that had no decks. 


US We 
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We left the port of Ia Sude at ſun-riſe 1 | 
2 freſh breeze filled our triangular falls, and 
we continued rapidly to plough the ſurface of 
the deep. Our courſe lay towards Argen+ 
tiera. We long kept. in view behind us the 
| majeſtic head of Cape Melec, and the lofty 
mountains of Sphachia, which loſt themſelves 
in the clouds. As we advanced, they di- 
miniſhed in the horizon, and about noon 
wholly dlſappeared, leaving us ſurrounded 
only with the vaſt expanſe of fa. 

The fieſt time you venture on the ocean 
with theſe little boats, which, in the grand 
ſcene that preſents itſelf to the eye, appear 
like walnut-ſhells, the mind is ſtruck with 
aſtoniſhment. Seated on the deck, you touch 
with your hand the water, foaming under its 
fides, On the brink of the abyſs, you ſeek 
in the horizon a place of tefuge againſt the 
tempeſt ; but the eye diſcoyers nothing but 
the mmenßty of the waters and the heavens, 
and a ſentiment of fearful awe penetrates 
the ſoul, Experience, however, foon diſ- 
fipttes theſe vain terrors, and man, to whom 
habit familiarizes every thing, delights ta 
: brave, with fac feeble means, the fury of 
the wayes. The Greek mariners, well ac- 
SO quainted 
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quainted with all the harbours of the Archi- 
pelago, and guided by prudence, put their 
veſſels before the wind, when the tempeſt be- 
gins to threaten, and ſeek for ſhelter in ſome 
neighbouring iſland. Not leſs prudent than 
their anceſtors (4), they lay up their boats in 
harbour during the winter, and wait for the 
return of ſummer, before they truſt them- 
ſelves anew to the inconſtant element. 

During the whole day we had a ſerene ſky, 
and a favourable wind, which enabled us to 
make great way, and at nine in the evening 
we anchored in the port of Argentiera, after 
à run of thirty ſea-leagues. M. Breſt pre- 
ſented us to his father, who received us with 
great politeneſs, and invited us to e UP our 
weh dene in his houſe. 

Pr he TOR) the honour to be, & Sc. | 


(a) The ancient Greeks and Romans, not having Pl 
navy like ours, nor ſhips capable of reſiſting / tempeſts, 
ſeldom made voyages in winter, but waited till en : 
195 rotary of inn we 3 
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I LEFT Cane wits! an Interttins to Ges 


Conſtantinople ; but on our arrival at Ar- 
gentiera, learning that the plague was then 
ravaging the capital of the Ottoman empire, 
1 immediately laid aſide my project. In 
vain did my travelling companions, who had 
buſineſs in that city, ſolicit me to proceed 
with them. I had ſeen too much of the dreadful 


effects of this, terrible. diſtemper! The diſmal 


ſcenes I had witneſſed were till preſent to 
my. memory. I already imagined I beheld 
the. unhappy. victims, ſtruck as with light» 
ning, ſuddenly dropping down dead ; others, 


with haggard eyes, and inflamed counte- 
nances, expiring in the convulſions of a hor- 


rible delirium. I ſeemed to hear the ſhrieks of 
the women, and the howlings of the public 
"HG 
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mourners. Theſe ſad ſpectacles, which, recyr- 
red to my imagination in all their horror, ren. 
dered me immoveable in my reſolution... I 
xeſiſted every importunity, wiſhed my com- 
panions Pe pong: and remained ar 
Argentiera. | 
This little iſland, which was His called 
Cimolus, is only ſix leagues in circumference; 
the foil is extremely dry, and deſtitute of 
ſprings, nor is there any water here but what 
is collected in ciſterns, or brought from Melos, 
an iſland at a little diſtance; the hills, vales, 
and the whole country ſtript of trees, do not 
offer a ſingle ſhade to defend you from the 
heat of the ſun, The Venetians, during their 
war with the Turks, cut down all the olive» 
trees, and did irreparable damage to the 
iſland; nor do the preſent inhabitants dare to 
make freſh plantations, leſt they ſhould draw 
an themſelves heavier impoſitions. Thus does. 
wards its ſubjects; if they manifeſt any in- 
duſtry, it is immediately taxed, and) en 
its birth! _ 
Argentiera preſents hg bat rocky 
hills, - deſtitute of verdure, and vallies pro- 


2 worthleſs ſhrubs; and thorny thickets, : 
4 


The 
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The ii urs genefbhy coveted.” wi 8 
white and flat clay, called by the ancients 
Terra Cimolia, or Cinolia Creta (Fuller s 
earth), and which the inhabitants employ, 
inſtead of ſoap, to waſh their linen. This 
| barren ſoil ſeems but ill adapted to agriculture ;- 
yet the ' induſtrious iſlanders make it produce 
them a ſubſiſtance. They ſow barley and wheat 
at the beginning of autumn, which is the 
rainy ſeaſon, and reap in March. Their 
ö vine yards on the hill-ſides furniſh them with 
fruit only for the table. They procure their 
vines from Santorini, Milo, and other iſlands: 
of the Archipelago. They rear poultry, and 
flocks of goats and ſheep, the fleſh of Which 
is excellent. The country affords them quails, 
hares and partridges in abundance. The- 
women knit cotton ſtockings, and the men 
employ themſelves in fiſhing and navigation. 
Excellent fiſh are taken round the iſland, 
| eſpecially the __ (e), e is _ Ow 
cate eating. 
The little tribe which 1 Wendt 
is e of about five hundred eben 


Vr This Sth i is well known, _ highly 8 on 
all the coaſt of the Mediterranean; it is met with at 


Marſeilles und Toulon, and throughout Provence. 
T 12 5 * | Their 
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Their enjoyments are not many, but, thanks 
to their induſtry, they want none of the ne- 
celſaries of life. This little iſland indeed does 
not groan under the immediate oppreflions. of 
the officers. of the Porte; here are no Ag, 
nor Cadis. The Turks would not venture to 
reſide here, as there is no fort to prevent the 
Malteſe from making them priſoners, whole 
privateers come hither, from time to time, to 
ſpend in feaſts, entertainments, and pleaſures 
of every kind, the money they have taken 
from the Mahometans. This is a tribute 
they pay to the pretty women of 


| In a word, the Greeks : who inhabit . 1 this | 


* 2 


rn ͤô‚—A . nes G5 


rock would be happy, were the Captain Pa- | 
cha but to forget them i in the annual contri- 
butions he levies, frequently x with barbarity, 
on the iſlands of the Archipelago. Beſides 
the poll-tax, to which all the Greeks are 
ſubject, he exacts preſents ſometimes amount 
ing to the value of the tribute; and his 
officers know perfectly how to imitate his « ex 
ample. Theſe extortions are attended with 
the moſt fatal conſequenees,. and reduce the 

iſlanders to the moſt extreme miſery. 


Pg my 5 in 2 22. I 2 
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intelligent man, with 'miith Eriineßb of chi: 
raQer, and à floble ànd genérous foul. He 


| bs Peifeclly acqlaneal With all the ports Ur 


che Mediterranean, and has often ferved 44 
a pilot to the French ſhips i in theſe ſeas. He 
has made himſelf adored by the inhabitaints, 
by faving them from the plunder of the Cors 


fairs, and by interteding with the officers ſerit 


by the Captain Pacha to lay them under con. 
tribution ; he may be conſillered, therefore, as 


the chief of this little republic; or the — | 


ok the iland. © This worthy matt has refii 

upwards of forty years at Argentiera, and 
has two ſons, the eldeft, whom I have already 
mentioned, and a younger, now at ſea ; both 
are great travellers, and well educated; they 


ſpeak French, Italian, Greek,” and Turkiſh 
perfectly, and appear worthy to ſucceed 


their father. He has alſo a daughter, who 
is young, tall, handſome, and of a moſt 
amiable diſpoſition ; ſhe is the delight of the 
good old gentleman; and, by the endearing 
attentions of filial tenderneſs, conſoles him 


for the wn reg abſence bak his other ch. 


dren. 
The ireſs of the Greek women of Argen- 
tiera gd in ſome particulars, a little whimſical 
In 
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Yo Pran +, dener and 6 Mil Let dle in 
= eltima tion, but the belles of *Argehli 
are of a [different opinion; they Fat out 
their legs by wearing ſeveral pair of fioderigy, 
and appear as if they were booted, Which 
ſtrange kind of -ornament they cogr as 
an effential part of dreſs; and left 1 it Thould 
be loſt to the eye, their par ents do net de- 


ſcend above two inches below the knee. 
Theſe too are fo contrived, as + ty ts to 


ſpoil their ſhape, and render it impo 
forin any idea of the beautiful rein 
with which they were fort rmed by Nature. : 
am at a loſs to conceive what can have in 
duced * them to adopt ſo very Sera a 
dreſs. In other reſpects they are (cheerful, 
kvely, and handſome. M. Breſt, who is no 
indifferent judge of beauty, introduced me 
into ſome houſes where L was aſtoniſhed to 
find, under ruſtic roofs, young women with 
the moſt charming faces. If you repreſent 
to them that they diſguiſe, by ſuch prepoſterous 
ornaments, ſome of the lovelieſt of their charms; 
their anſwer is, © Our grandmothers were glad 
4 in the ſame way; we do but follow the cuſ- 
„tom.“ Shall cuſtom then always tyrannize 
over reaſon? But in a ſmall iſland, which 
3244 | b e 
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the, women never quit, and where they hardly 
ever ſee any ſtrangers, the differen ce of whoſe 


a th 


dreſs, might make, impreſſion. og them, falhi- 
ons, however abſurd, muſt be chan geable, 


MALIN 


nor can i it be expected that any | individual 
mould dare throw, off the : yoke., + 


? 88 
44 


Fronting Argentiera } is a lon g barren. rock, 


— 


called the Burnt Illand; 7 in the channel be- 
tween, | . hip 8 find ſafe _anchorage 'F and ſmall 
veſſels may enter the harbour, whe ere they have 
ſullicient depth of water, This i is the onl ly land- 

ing place, for in every other part of the iſland 
the bote i is ſteep, and ſurrounded by inacceſ⸗ 
ſible rocks. The village, built on the ſum- 
mit of a pretty lofty eminence, commands 

the tipping ; z. the declivity i is ſo ſteep, that 
if : a. battery were erected there, to aſcend 
it would be e 8 . 


* 8 *# ©. 1 
2414481 


* * 
4 „„ 17 4 * 
&.5 . 2. 8 fi * — 
- * 9 n 
$ if 
* » ** 2 * 4 LY 1 11 
— * F #4 * bo ; RS MES 
* 
— * ” * 
+ * Y * : 
F & # \ * * 1 8 * 
4 34 » 4. + * 4 I # 
* 
* 1 4 
o * 1% 4 ©) 3 4 . ; bt *3."4 4 bs q 
4 — „„ 8 8 
. 
* — * 3 5 
. of 2 4 1 „ 
Oo 3 a + 4 - 
* 
* * 
+ 4 — 
1 + " E 1 8 
We * * 4 4 1 * , f * * — 
* * 
* 8 * 22 4 * <4 128 7 Y * 43 
£4 4 : + © F* 1 F { 
is # F 1 . 4 * 
£ „ 
f * 5 1 £ „ q * : 2 * 5 * 
— F * C ” 45 * * 8 - * 1 FA E, * 8 : 
. _-_ 
ad 2 7 
C * : 
Fg 
\ 
Y 
FI 
> me N Ps ical 2 — e fr” rp c FO RES, Fi, 
— «+ 


4 


. — 


1 2 — 4 . 5 nl 
— — 533 A444. 


a [ 
ON GREECE. 301 


LETTER XIII. 
0 M. 1. N. 


Frost 3 Madam, the iſle of Me- 
los is in full view, and is diſtant only half a 
league. Its modern name is Milo or Mile. 
Anciently it had a tqyn of the ſame name, 
built by the Phcenicians (F). That maritime 
people, attracted by the beauty of its port, 
undoubtedly made it an emporium of their 
commerce. This harbour, the mouth of 
which faces the North Weſt, retreats within 
the land, forming various windings, and ſud- 
denly opens out into a ſpacious baſon, in 

which ſhips of all ſizes may anchor, ſheltered 
from every wind, and even the largeſt fleet 

ride with ſafety and convenience. 

This iſland was long rich and wil 

and in early antiquity enjoyed perfect free- 

J) Stephan. Byzant. The city of Melos was founded 

by the Phœnicians.—Feſtus Pompeius adds, Melo, leav- 


ing the coaſts of Phœnicia, built the 19 to "which he. gave 
his name, 7 
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F 
dom. The Athenians, unable to bring the 


people of Melos to declare in their favour, in 
the Pelopotineſian war, made a defcent upon 
their coaſts, and laid all waſte before them 
with fire and ſword. Twice did they fatl in 
their enterprize; but returning with more 
numerous forces, they laid fiege to Melos, 
and having reduced the beſieged to ſurrender _ 
# diſcretion (g), put to the ſword every 
man capable of bearing arms. They ſpared 

only the women and children, whom they 
carried off into captivity. This atrocious ac- 
tion makes us bluſh for kumanity, and diſho- 
nours the Athenian name. But war was then 
carried on with a barbarity of which we have 
now no example. Republics now not how 


to pardon, and always carry - their vengeance 


to exceſs. Lyſander the Lacedzmonian ge- 
neral, having, in his turn, ſubdued the Athe- 
nians (), obliged them to recal the colony they 
had ſent to Melos, and reſtored to the iſland 
the wretched remains of its inhabitants. 
This iſland loft its liberty when the Ro- 
PAs. aſpiring, to the empire of the eu, 


a Strubo; lib. x. 
(5) Plutarch, in Vita Lana. 


5 2 — conquered 
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xonquered the whole Archipelago. In the 
partition of that monarchy, it fell to the eaſtern 
emperors; was afterwards governed by its 
own dukes, and finally was conquered by So- 
liman IT. Since that period it has groaned 
beneath Ottoman deſpotiſm, and is completely 
deprived: of its importance. M. Breſt aſſured 

me, that, in his youth, it was extremely fertile 
in corn, wine, and fruits, and contained up- 
wards of twenty thouſand inhabitants. M. 
Tournefort, who viſited it in 1 700, gives a 
delightful deſcription off this iſland. 4 The 
cc earth, conſtantly heated by ſubterraneous 


-« fires, produces, almoſt without intermiſſion, 
c wheat, barley, cotton, exquiſite wines, and 


« delicious melons, Saint Elie, the moſt 
& beautiful monaſtery in the iſland, and ſitu- 
* ated on the higheſt ground, is ſurrounded 
_& by cedars, and orange, lemon, and fig-trees 

© The gardens are watered by copious — 


cc Olive-trees, which are rare in other parts, 
“ are very numerous round this monaſtery, 


and the adjoining vineyards | furniſh excellent 
e wine. In a word, all the productions of 
& the iſland are of incomparable excellence. 
«© Its partridges, quails, kids, and lambs, are 
«j in * eſtimation, yet extremely cheap. 

| „„ Could 
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Could M. Tournefort return to Milo, he 
would no longer find the beauteous iſle he 
has deſcribed. He would ſtill ſee the fea- 
thered alum, with ſilver threads, ſuſpended 
from the roofs of caverns, fragments of pure 
ſulphur filling the crevices of the rocks, nu- 
merous mineral ſprings, hot baths, and the 
ſame fires which, in his time, heated the 
boſom of the earth, and rendered it ſo fertile. 
But inſtead of the five thouſand Greeks 
paying the capitation (7), he would now 
find, on a ſurface of eighteen leagues in cir- 
cumference, only about ſeven hundred inha- 
bitants. He would ſigh to behold the fineſt 
parts of the country without cultivation, and 
fertile vallies changed into moraſſes. Milo has 
aſſumed a very different appearance within the 
courſe of the laſt fifty years. The plague, every 
where propagated by - the Turks, has cut off 
the greateſt part of its inhabitants; and the 
d deteſtable government of the Porte, and the 
oppreſſions of the Captain Pacha, have com- 
pleted its deſtruction. At preſent, the want 
(i) T have ſaid that adults alone were ſubject to the 
capitation; if, therefore, we add women and children 
to the above number of 5000, there muſt have been, 
in the time of Tournefort, at leaſt 20,000 ſouls. | 
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ef labGurers prevents their giving a free courſs - 
to the water, which, ſtagnating in the val: 
leys, turns fetid, and infects the air with pu- 
trid exhalations. The ſalt-marſhes, which 
, have multiplied for want of care, produce the 
ſame effect. If to theſe inconveniencies the 

ſulphureous vapours which riſe on every ſide 

are added, you will not be ſurpriſed to learn, 

Madam, that the inhabitants'of Milo are tor- 

_ mented with violent fevers during three quar- 
ters of the year. Nay, poſſibly, they will be 
under the neceſſity of totally abandoning their 
country. Their complexions are vidyeraly” 
of a yellow, pale, and deadly hue; nor is 
the look of health to be found in any 
one of them. 'The prudent traveller ſhould 

take care to make but a ſhort ſtay in this 

unhealthy country, if he would not expoſe 
himſelf to a fever. Only to ſleep. a ſingle 
night in the iſland, nay even to paſs the day 

there, is ſometimes lane to contract 0 

diſeaſe. | 

An enlightened. government RPE re- 
move theſe calamities which have ſo depopu- 
lated Melos. Its firſt care ought to be to 
eſtabliſh a Lazaretto, and prevent the ap- 

proach of infected veſſels. Canals ſhould then 
Ve WM 
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be cut to drain the marſhes, from which * 8 


peſtiferous exhalations. The iſland would 
repeople: for the ſulphureous vapours are not 


what moſt render it deſolate; it produced 
them equally in the time of the ancients (4), 


yet was it extremely populous. M. Tourne- 


fort, who viſited it at a period much 


|  Neaxer the conqueſt of the Turks, and before 
they had time wholly to lay it waſte, ſtill 


reckoned twenty thouſand inhabitants. To 
the deſpotiſm of the Turkiſh government, 


therefore, and its deteſtable politics, muſt 


we attribute the deſtruction of the iſland of 


Melos. Let me not be accuſed of painting 


the Turks in colours blacker then they deſerve. 
I have travelled through their empire, I have 


| ſeen the injuries of every kind which they 


have done to the ſciences, the arts, and the 
human race. I ſee them carrying the plague 
with them, from iſland to iſland, from 
country to country, without ſuffering their 


eyes to be opened by the example of every 


other nation ; and ſhall I not raiſe my voice 


2) Pliny (lib. xxxv. cap. 16.) ſpeaks of the great 
quantities of ſulphur produced at Melos, and en it 
75 he beſt any where to be found. 


againſt 


o GREECE. 487 
againſt the abominable indifference of this 


barbarous people | Shall I not inveigh againft 


their deſtructive fataliſm, and endeavour to 
find words f. ufficiently forcible to paint the 
crimes and horrors of their government, of 


that government, the enemy of the human 


ſpecies, which has deſtroyed more men by its 
odious tyranny, than ever fell by the ſword of 
the moſt cruel conquerors! At the fight of 


theſe melancholy ſpectacles my heart groans, 


and is filled with indignation; my blood boils 


in my veins, and I could wiſh to excite all 


Europe to combine againſt theſe Turks, who, 
deſcending from the mountains of Armenia, 
have cruſhed the nations in their paſſage, and 
waded through rivers of blood to the throne 


of Conſtantinople. Nor have the beautiful 


countries they inhabit been able to ſoften the 


ferocity of their character. Power is their 
| law; their juſtice is the ſabre. 


I have the honour to be, &c, 
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A CROTARI, conyent 
| — Page 363 
| Air, 'Varietiesof, 3 in different 
countries, 294 


of, Lone 
Ae ruins of one, 
near Caſtel prac 27 
Anaphe, iſland 0% „ 
Apte 279 


ra, 
Arcadi, monaſtery of, 204. 
Library of, 267. Wine- 


cellar, by ibid. 
"Archbiſhop of Gortyna, 
power 5 — 79 


Cretans in, — 179 
Argentiers iſland of, 393, 
| 2 95. Number of inha- 

itants of, 396 96. Whimſi- 
cal culiarity i in the dreſs 
of the women of, 98 


4 in love with he- 
| aſſiſts him to kill 
6 inotaur 250 
Arſinoe of a - G05 
Artemira, dect 97. Ex- 
_ tenſive prof] pect from, ib. 


1 Severus, 1 5 


* ; 
Bartavelles, a kind of par- 


Biſhop 


Racy: monaſtery of, 
_ 260, 264. Entertainment 

of the Flack trayellers 
there, 261 
Aſthmatie diſorders, not 


known in Egypt, 296 
Atabyris, Mount, 74. 97 


tridge in Crete 
. of the Tur — 
ger 


Benediction of the new 
wines, form of, as given 
by the ſuperior of the 
n of Arcadi, 267 

Greek) puniſhment 
inf ed on the Greeks 
for one entering Canea 
on horſeback, 292 

Biſhoprics of Crete, 379 

Breſt, (M.) French vice- 
conſul at . 
character of, 397 

af era. Coloſſal ſtatues of 

is workmanſhip at 
Rhodes, 
Burnt Iſland, 


N= Mo 
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Cadiſcus, hills of, 344 
Cadmus, a Phornician co- 
lony ſettled by, i in 1Rhodes, 


— City of, 
Candia (iſland of). 
Crete. x 


Camirus, 
ibid. 
bee 


191. Etymology of the 
name, ibid. emorable 
ſiege of, by the Turks, 


201 
8 pre! Ad 194. * | 


and taki of, by the 
Turks, + the, 99. De Coffee p 


ſcription 0, 210, 283, 
285, 286. Populouſnefs 
of, 287. Forces of 5 
Turks there, 372 
Canna, the drk dN of 
Protogenes, 66 
Carach, what, 


and manners of the in- 
| habitants, 122, 140. 
ſcription of two beauties 


of, 124, 136. Manner 


of dancing there, 131, 
138. Scarcity of men, 
IF 
Fate Roſſo, iſland 4 05 Fu 
| Barrenneſs of, 23. 
Native of Provence ſet- 
tled in, 24, Antiquities 
near, 27. The ancient 
Pheœnicus, 
Cathedral founded . by 17 
tus, ruins of 232 
Certificates, contradictory, 


56 * 


(city of) © origin of, x 


89, 376 
Caſos, illand of, 119. Dreſs a 


De- 
ing to Conſtantine Por- 


Corycus, 
Cragus, Mount, 
Cranes and ſwans, remark- 


E 
given by two French cap. 


tains to a Caſiot, 127 
Chapter (firſt) of the Koran, 
erat Som of, 339 
Chimera, urning mountain 
of that name, — 46 
Chryſothemis of Crete, +85 
Ciſamus — 279 
eee daughter of Ido- 
3 158. Murdered 
by the uſurper Leucus, 
159 
Cnoſſou (the ancient Cnoſ- 
ſus 209, 214, 215 
Cnottis, city of, 148, 180, 
214. A colony ſent chi. 
ther by the Romans, 189 
ured under the feet 
of the horſes by the 
Turks, — 281 
Coloſſus | of Rhodes, de- 
ſeribed, 63. Dimenſſons 
of, ibid. Not placed over 
1 the entrance of the har- 
bour, 64. Fall of, ibid. 
Nine hundred camels em- 
ployed to carry its frag- 
ments, 65. Or, accord. 


ph ogenitus, thirt thou- 
| . — 6 ibid. 
320 


able migration of, 39 
Cres, a king of Crete, who 
gave name to the iſland, 

— 0 

Crete, iſland of, 144. "4g 
pled by various colonies, 
151, 181. Liſt of the 
pgs of, 1 l Laws and 


inſtitutions 


Ces 

E — by the Ro- 

mans, 187. Government 
of, under the Romans, 

1288, 189. 1 5g 

planted there by St. Paul, 

190. Titus the firſt 


biſhop, ibid. Biſhoprics, 


ibid. Conquered by the 
Agarenians, an Arab na- 

tion, ibid. Taken from 
the Arabs by Nicephorus 
Phocas, 192. Given to 
the Marquis of Montfer- 

rat by the emperor Bald- 


Win, ibid. Sold to the 


Venetians, ibid. Invaded 
and conquered by the 
Turks, 193—207. Mild- 
- neſs and beauty of the 
climate of, 297. Preſent 

government of, 370. Po- 

pulation of, 375. Num- 


ber of its ancient inha- 


bitants eſtimated, 377. 
Biſhoprics of, 379. Trade 
; of —— — 
Cteſiphon of Cnoſſus, one 
of the architects who 
built the temple of Diana 
at Epheſus, 185 
Curetes, who, 146. Inven- 
tions of, RP 8 — 
-ydon, city of, 148, 1 
* 281, 283, 284. See 
Canea. ie . 


— 


| Dathli, Idean, who,. 145: 


Inventions of, — 146 


Daughters of the Greeks 


Eteocretans, who, 
fable of, 


302 
F 
Faitfa, What, — 


143, 208 
Diamond, rock of the, 6 
Diana, temple of, at Ephe- 


ſus, 185. By whom 
% 
Dictynna, promontory of, 
320. Temple of, ibid. 
Diteaſes of Crete, 315 
Dittany, virtues of, 312— 
Drepanum, promontory of, 
276, 279 


Egypt, obſervations on the 

air and climate of, 295 
Ephloti, a ſpecies of ſerpent 

found in Crete, 319 
3 
Europa, explanation of the 
Exorciſement of a ſhip 5 
Greek prieſt, 117 


33 
8 
eorge (St.) mo 0 
Tao: (Hopieiey of th 
monks of, 222. Enter- 

tainment of the French 


| travellers at, ibid. 
- Gira Petra, — 370 
Glaucus, river of, 44 

Gortyna, city of, 180, 227. 


Kuins of, 231. Arch- 


biſhop of, his power, 379 
Greeks, 


4 


| Greeks, modern, ignorance 
of, in the art o nad 
tion, 16, 17, 116. Op- 
preſſed ſtate of, 50, 101. 
Character of, 105, 141, 
263 3585 375. Super- 
ſtition of, 116. Not per- 
mitted in Crete to enter 
the cities on horſeback, 


292. Puniſhment inflict- 


ed on them for one of 
their biſhops enterin 
Canea on horſeback, ibi 
Number of, in Crete, 376 
Grotto near the monaſtery 
of St. John in Crete, 361 
Gunners of the Turks, un- 


ſkilfulneſs of — 374 


Hannibal, manner of his 
deceiving the Cretans, 


| 229 
Harbour dug by Deme- 


trius during the ſiege of 
Rhodes, — 2 
Helepolis (the), an engine 
employed by Demetrius 


in the ſiege of Rhodes, 


deſcribed, | — 99 
Heliades, who, 
Heracl-um (ancient), ſitua- 


tion of, — 208 
Hierapithna, — 370 
Jalyſus, ——·˙ +. 
— cit of, — ibid. 


Ida (Mount) pictureſque 
appearance of, 255, 257. 
Deſcription of, 258, Ex- 
tenſive proſpect from the 


fſummit of, ibid. Produc- 
tions of, ; ibid. 
Idomeneus, king of Crete, 
hiſtory of, 158 
Jew merchant at Retimo, 
entertainment given by, 
to the French travellers, 


2 
ohn (St.) monaſtery 62 | 
J 3 90 Prbpects Honk! 360 
18 of Cnoſſus, 184 
ſmael Aga, character of, 

339- Entertainment given 
by, to M. Savary, 331 
Jupiter born in Crete, 147, 
216. Two of that name 

kings of Crete, 15 

—— tomb of, — 21 
— Dictæus, temple of, 
| 151 


* 


2 
Khandak, what, — 191 
Kiopruli, Candia taken by, 
515 204, 206 
Kyrie eleiſon ſung by the 
monks of Aſomatos, to 
entertain the French tra- 
vellers, 262. They hu- 
morouſly return the 
compliment by joining in 
a ſong, ibid. 
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45 


: 3 
Labyrinth of Cnoſſus, 24 r, 


* 


242 

| of Gortyna, de- 

ſcription of, 233—238. 

ConjeQures a 
| e 
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the n and uſe of, 
La Culate, — 353, 357 
| nes, a Cretan chief, 
| 188 
Lebena,  — 228 
13 terrible effects of 
the, 110, 315. Probable 
cauſes of, in Crete, 317 


Lethe (river — 230 
aw (river) 3 


ces, — 320 
Leucus, the 1 de- 
prives Idomeneus of the 
throne of Crete, 8 
Life, length of, how eff 
| mated * the Cretans, 


18 
Lindus, 0 — 5 2 
| city of) 5 95. 
Modern nts of, : 96 
Loaxus (river) — 212 
Lucillus of Tarrha, 185 


Lycia (ancient), great po- 


pulation of, 34. Deſo- 
lateneſs and ſterility of 
the fame country at pre- 
ſent, — 36, 38, 50 
Lycians ( ancient), govern- 
ment and manners of, 34 


M 
Macri, eulph of, — 


Malmſey of Mount 14. 
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Marguarites, village of, 273 

Melec, Cape, 281, 355 

Melos, iſland of, . See 
5 Milo. 0 

Merion, 158 


Meſſara, hin of of, 226. Wore 
tility of, — ibid. 

Metagenes, one of the archi- 

tects who buile the — 


of Diana at Epheſus, ag 
Metalla, — 

Metellus (Quintus), Crete 
_. conquered by, 188 


Mich-mich, fruit ſo called, 
274 


Milo, iſland of, 401. Po- 


ulouſneſs of, when M. 
Nanette travelled, 403. 
Small number of inha- 
bitants at preſent, 404 

Minos, 148, 153. Laws 
. of, 153. pores 
accounts of, 155. Hi 

tory of, ibid. The le- 
giſlator of that name dif- 
. from the conquer- 


74 
Mins of Crake; hiſtory : 


of, — » 245 
Mouteveli at "Rode 3 


office, 89 
Muſeum (the), where; 279 
Myra, city of, — 30 
Myrtles, beautiful in Crete, 
320: Plain of, ibid. 


N 
Ware plain of, 353 
Navigation, ignorance of 
the modern Greeks in 
the aft of, — 16, 17 
Nea, iſland of, — 53 

Neocorio, — 
Niſyros, iſland of, 188 
Noxious anichals, none 


found in Crete, 310, 312 


Ochendra, a ſerpent found 
in Crete, — 310 


Odero, (t) — _ 265. 
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Olive tree almoſt loſt in 


Attica, 381. Thrives in 
Crete, ibid. 
Ophis, a ſpecies of Sodom - 
in Crete, — 310 
Ophiuſa, the iſland of Rhodes, 
anciently fo called from 

its numerous ſerpents, 57 
Oranges, excellent in Crete, 


352 


P | 
Pacha, of Crete appeaſes an 
inſurrection by his pre- 


ſence of mind, 288 
1 ngs, beautiful, ks 
es, 65, 70 
| Palle Co. + — 211 


Panarus, a Cretan chief, 188 


Panormus, 211 
Paſiphae, Amour of, with 


Taurus, — 240 
Patara, ruins of, 27, 31 
Phæſtus, city of, 148, 283 


Phalangion (or rae, 
of Crete, deſcribed, 310 
Pharos, iſle of, 6 
Phcenice, 33 
Phœnicus, harbour of, 32, 33 
Phorbas, Rhodes freed from 
ſerpents by, 57 
Platania, river of, 321. Fo- 
reſt of, ib. Beauty of, ib. 
Pompey's Pillar, 6 
Præſus, city of, 283 
Protogenes, admirable 
paintings of, 66. Deſcrip- 
tion of the lalyſus of, from 
Pliny, — 67 
Pyrrhic - dance, retained 


255 


W 


among the Sphachiots; 
346. Manner 88 8 me 


e of deen 312 


Retimo beſie 
by the 0 
- Deſcribed, — 27 
Rhadamanthus, 15 
Rhianus of Bena, 185 
Rhitymnia, ſee Retimo. 
Rhodes (iſland of), 53. Anci- 
ently covered by the ſea, 
54. bertility al trade of, 
at preſent, go. Popula- 
tion of, 92. Revenues of, 
— Sa 8 1 
of, 
(City of), by 3 
built, 59. Deſcribed, 
60, 61, 62. Coloſſus 
of, 63. Siege of, by 
Demetrius, 79. Hiſtory 
of, 79—83. Preſent ſtate 
42 of, 85—95. Government 
| of under the Turks, 88 
Rhodians, navigation and 
colonies of, 58. Learning 
0G. It» — govern- 
| La and manners of, 
7 5 Humanity of, 70 
Riot (Turkiſh) in Crete, 


4 and ken 
urks, 200. 


account of one, 288 

Rivers, conjecture con- 
. — 257 
Wee e in C Pf 

259, 205 

Rouget a kind of fiſb, 396 
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TH ST, 8 
W founded by Is 
meneus, 5 
Santorin, iſland of, 5 
Silk-worm, new ſpecies o 
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Spada, cape — 343 
Sphachia, hills of, 343 
Pictureſque proſpect, 349 
— —— town of, ibid. 
Sphachiots, character and 


manners of, 


345 
Standia, iſland of, "4s 142, 


14.3, 209 
_ (La), boy: ” 225 fort 


4 Ruins of 8 near, = 
Remains of s caſtle, 


Telos, ie , '* og 
Thales of Gortyna, 182. 


Perſuaſive poetry of, 183, 
| Said to be the inventor of 
the Cretan Pyrrhic, ibid. 


The (St.) fort of, 195 


Thera, ifland of, 
Theraſia, iſland of, 
Therenus fag 
Theſeus, birth o 


54 
ibid. 
148, 212 
244. Kills 


the Minotaur, and delivers 


the Athenians from their 

tribute, | 
Titans (the) Ny 5 
Tityrus, hills of, | 


356 2 a colony * | 


Suſa, cape, tled by, in Rhodes, 58 
Sun riſing, at ſea, WD Topigi Jacki, who, 371 
11. Setting of 41 Trees cut down, but never 


Swans and cranes, remark- 
able migration of, 39 
Syme, iſland of, 108. Fiſhery 
for ſpunges there, 109. 
Village of the divers, 110. 


Dreſs: of the inhabitants 
of, ibid. Lepers, 111, 
ibid. 
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Tarantula, found in Crete, 


deſcribed, — 310 
Taurus, the Cretan, Hiſtory 
of, 245. Gave occaſion to 
the fable of the Alnotauy, 


Tale who,. - 
Telmiſſus, ſituation of, 46. 


Ruins of a theatre there, 


_ planted by the Turks, 386 


— the origin of ſprings 


and rivulets, — 25 


Trinity c convent, of the, = 5 


Triton, river of, 211 


Turks, of Crete not ſo ſub- 


miſſive to the orders of 
the Grand Signior, as in 
other parts of the Otto- 
man empire, 288. Beaut 


Turluru fort, | 8 
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Vin de loi, what, 270, 423, - 
Violin player, in Crete, ex- 
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one, 


245—252 


* 
* 
4 


7 ET, „ of, Ne" Dreſs of, 907 
. > Women of Argentie 
Walida (Fultana), appenage whimſical * 
5 of, in Crete, 275, „ _ the dreſs | 
| Wedding proceſſion of VVV 
ee 219 * 8 # | "RN. T g 1 : 
ine of Rhodes, 99 Laer, 0 * 30 
—— of the Jews at Retimo, bg — city % . bid. 
called Vin de loi, 270, 333 F 
1 ee form of | 1 - 1 
ing given to, at the N . 
no ery of Arcadi, 267 Youth, Cretan, education 
Women of Crete, beauty of, „ 
| . 4 8 1 41 0 
| ö | 1 . 15 5 | 5 4 \ 4 
; * : ' bi dy oc + 9 ; a OOF | 4 
— — — Br — 
7 - : | — 3 1 
I : | EE | : 5 | | | £4 i 75 : 
© „ 1 * ; ; D 
"© 1 Page 348, line 19, after handful, 8 1 a3 5 Tit 
7 - 3775 line 6, e Ge Trees 
. ; ; FEE 5 
. | ; | - 
i 7 | 3 
lit A - 
5 
: 455 * 2 4 
o \ 2 


